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In Our Congregation 
Guest Preachers, Ezra Fairley-Collins and Rev. Malu 
Fairley-Collins will bring us a word in worship on 
September 22. 
Ezra Fairley-Collins (he/him/his) is 
a third year M.Div. student and the 
Student Leadership Council President 
at Wake Forest University School 
of Divinity. He is also the Sexual 
Orientation and Gender Identity 
(SOGI) Program Manager at The 
Freedom Center for Social Justice 
in Charlotte, NC. Ezra loves playing 
basketball, playing the alto saxophone, and exploring 
new local restaurants. One of Ezra's long-term goals is 
to educate others in order to eradicate homophobia 
and genderphobia.

Rev. Malu Fairley-Collins is passionate 
about affirming the value, worth 
and opportunities for all persons 
as created in the image of God. 
She serves as the Clinical Pastoral 
Education (CPE) Coordinator for 
CaroMont Health in Gastonia, NC. 
CPE is an intensive experiential adult 
education program that teaches 
the fundamentals of offering spiritual and emotional 
support as a chaplain in a hospital setting while also 
helping participants deepen their identity in ministry.  
Malu is a Board Certified Chaplain and an ACPE Certified 
Educator. She currently serves on the Board of the 
Alliance of Baptists. 

Malu and Ezra are happily married and have one fur-
baby, a dog named Miles. We are excited to welcome 
them to Woodside!

Woodside Church Mission Fair will take place this 
Sunday, September 8, following worship. This is a great 
opportunity to discover new ways of engaging with our 
church and congregation. Folks from our Adult Forum, 
Music and Worship, Creation Justice, Caregivers, Building 
and Grounds, and other volunteer teams will be on hand 
to answer your questions. Join us and get involved!

Dear Woodside. This week, we received a message from 
Earl Logan: To the MADE Institute and Woodside Church, 
for the support you guys have given me: Gratitude to the 
fullest! THANK YOU!
Woodside Building Dedication will be held on Sunday, 
November 10, during worship. Campbell Lovett will join 
us.  We hope you will too.
Membership Preparation. Woodside welcomes new 
members twice a year, Easter and All Saints Sunday,   which 
is November 3 this year. Preparation for membership is 
a series of 5 sessions with Pastor Deb and one or more 
members of the Board of Directors, 9:30 am on Sundays. 
If you are ready to become a member, send an email to 
Hunter or Pastor Deb, and they will get you all squared 
away!
The M.A.D.E. Institute is opening two new transition 
houses in Flint. These spaces provide support for 
successful community reentry, family reunification, and 
individual healing. M.A.D.E. needs donations to stock 
these homes with essential items. Literature with the 
list of needed items and more information about the 
program is available in the sanctuary here at Woodside. 
Woodside Archive Team Over the course of our moves, 
a lot of our essential, historic documentation was placed 
in storage. Now that we are settling into our new home, 
it is time to dig this history out of its box and organize it 
for accessibility and longevity. If you are curious about all 
that our community has been a part of and would like to 
help us safely preserve our story, get in touch with Linda 
Angus at (810) 287-5520. 
Our Mailing Address remains P.O. Box 1109, Flint, MI 
48501, and will for the forseeable future. If you need to 
mail any item to the church, please be sure to send it to 
our post office box, not to our Garland Street location.
The Ways We Help. Woodside's Minister's Discretionary 
Fund allows us to assist folks at tenuous times in their 
lives with rent, water, utilities, medical expenses, 
transportation and things we can't predict. Currently, 
the fund is low. If you are able to make a special gift, just 
mark it "Discretionary" and drop it by the office or in the 
offering plate. And know that it does a world of good. 
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In Our Denomination 
Alliance of Baptists Covenant and Mission. On the 
final page of this week's newsletter, you'll find a proposal 
for a new Alliance covenant and mission, written in 
response to the challenges we're facing in the 21st 
century. The Alliance has asked that, between now and 
October, congregations consider these changes and offer 
feedback. Some suggested questions to answer:

1. What rings true about the proposed Alliance 
Covenant and Mission? What inspires, what 
resonates with you?

2. What seems off about the proposed Alliance 
Covenant and Mission? Where do you struggle with 
the proposed covenant?

3. Does the proposed Covenant and Mission reflect 
who we are and who we want to be? In what ways? 
What does it miss?

Please send responses to these questions or other 
thoughts on the proposed Covenant and Mission to 
Hunter, and he will ensure they shared with the Alliance. 
Thank you!
Serve as a Delegate. Each of our denominations meets 
regularly, and Woodside likes to be involved. Here are 
upcoming meetings to which we’ll send delegates. If you 
are interested in serving as a delegate, please contact 
Patti Pagels, Nominating Committee chair; Linda Angus 
or Pastor Deb. Costs for attending are covered by the 
congregation. 

Sept. 21: The Family Council of American Baptist 
Churches of Metro Chicago quarterly meeting, 9 a.m. to 
noon, Irving Park Baptist Church in Chicago. We usually 
provide lodging for the night before.
Oct. 10-11: Michigan Conference UCC Annual Meeting, 
First Congregational Church in Kalamazoo. Pastor Deb, 
Jay Cummings and Kendall Brown will attend in official 
capacities. The theme is, “How are the children?” 

Greening our Lives 
Our Creation Justice Team is initiating the UCC's program called 52 Ways to 
Care for Creation; they'll include one idea each week here in Woodside World.
Check Your Car’s Tire Pressure. Dealing with 
environmental issues reminds us of an old saying, “The 
ocean is so large and my boat is so... small.”  Will my 
individual efforts really make any difference solving the 
worldwide climate/environmental problems?  What good 
will my using cloth bags at the store, trying hard to recycle 
at home, reduce the amount of water and energy used in 
my home, and on and on and on?  
The universal effort to be stewards (not wasters) of our 
environment absolutely requires the individual effort from 
all of us. The problems cannot be solved by one person 
alone.  Perhaps no moral challenge we face reminds us 
better of our connectedness to each other and our need 
for each other all around the world.  
This week we are reminded to check our tires’ air pressure. 
A few facts and figures around this suggestion remind us 
how a little from each of us goes a long way. An informal 
study by students at Carnegie Mellon University found 
that the majority of cars on U.S. roads are operating on 
tires inflated to only 80 percent of capacity. According to 
the website, inflating tires to their proper pressure can 
improve mileage by about 3.3 percent, whereas leaving 
them under-inflated can lower mileage by 0.4 percent for 
every one PSI drop in pressure of all four tires.
That may not sound like much, but it means that the 
average person who drives 12,000 miles yearly on under-
inflated tires uses about 144 extra gallons of gas, at a 
cost of $300-$500 a year. And each time one of those 
gallons of gas is burned, 20 pounds of carbon dioxide is 
added to the atmosphere as the carbons in the gas are 
released and combine with the oxygen in the air. As such, 
any vehicle running on soft tires is contributing as much 
as 1.5 extra tons (2,880 pounds) of greenhouse gases to 
the environment annually.Checking your tires is a small 
job but it makes you a part of a much larger and very 
important cause —saving Mother Earth.   
     -kendall brown
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Alliance of Baptists  
Proposed Covenant and Mission 

We are a people formed from a long tradition of 
dissent and historic Baptist freedoms. Celebrating this 
heritage, we seek to cultivate beloved community, 
claiming our identity within the body of Christ in the 
world. We welcome all persons with full respect to 
gender, sexual, racial, and ethnic identities. We value 
all voices and hold space for all persons with varying 
abilities, social standing, or economic status.
We lament and confess that historically many 
of us have benefited from and contributed to 
systems of racial, social, political, economic, and 
ecological injustice. As Baptists we have cherished 
independence from one another more than 
responsibility to one another, and we have allowed 
systemic injustices to flourish under the banner of 
individual freedom. We repent.
Transformed through baptismal waters, we freely 
gather to follow the way of Jesus. As disciples and 
congregations we openly respect and wrestle 
together with scripture, practice shared leadership, 
and promote religious liberty.
Guided by the Spirit, we commit ourselves to:

• Make the worship of God primary in our 
gatherings.

• Cultivate relationships of mutual respect 
and accountability.

• Establish spaces of refuge and renewal with 
those who are wounded.

• Act to dismantle systems of white supremacy, 
patriarchy, and abusive power.

• Listen to and follow voices that have been 
silenced.

• Work to eradicate poverty in all its forms.
• Hold the earth sacred and practice 

sustainability.
• Support theological education for all ages.
• Develop ecumenical and interfaith 

partnerships.
• Pursue God's peace and love.
• Break down barriers that divide humanity.
• Raise prophetic voices for liberation and 

justice.
We seek to live in joy, humility, and gratitude, 
nurturing the realm of God.

Alliance Covenant
In a time when historic Baptist principles, freedoms, and 
traditions need a clear voice, and in our personal and 
corporate response to the call of God in Jesus Christ to be 
disciples and servants in the world, we commit ourselves 
to:

1. The freedom of the individual, led by God's Spirit 
within the family of faith, to read and interpret the 
Scriptures, relying on the historical understanding 
by the church and on the best methods of modern 
biblical study;

2. The freedom of the local church under the authority 
of Jesus Christ to shape its own life and mission, call 
its own leadership, and ordain whom it perceives 
as gifted for ministry, male or female;

3. The larger body of Jesus Christ, expressed in 
various Christian traditions, and to a cooperation 
with believers everywhere in giving full expression 
to the Gospel;

4. The servant role of leadership within the church, 
following the model of our Servant Lord, and to full 
partnership of all of God's people in mission and 
ministry;

5. Theological education in congregations, colleges, 
and seminaries characterized by reverence for 
biblical authority and respect for open inquiry and 
responsible scholarship;

6. The proclamation of the Good News of Jesus Christ 
and the calling of God to all peoples to repentance 
and faith, reconciliation and hope, social and 
economic justice;

7. The principle of a free church in a free state and the 
opposition to any effort either by church or state to 
use the other for its own purposes.

Alliance Mission
To keep faith with our covenant we will:

1. Make the worship of God primary in all our 
gatherings.

2. Foster relationships within the Alliance and with 
other people of faith.

3. Create places of refuge and renewal for those who 
are wounded or ignored by the church.

4. Side with those who are poor.
5. Pursue justice with and for those who are 

oppressed.
6. Care for the earth.
7. Work for peace.
8. Honor wisdom and lifelong learning.
9. Hold ourselves accountable for equity, collegiality, 

and diversity.
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