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Woodside Briefs
NEWS of  CONGREGATION and COMMUNITY

Woodside Church is a progressive Christian community 
committed to nurturing freedom, honesty and diversity,

where members and friends live Jesus’ way of social justice. 
  

a Congregation of the United Church of Christ and American Baptist Churches 
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In Our Congregation
Stewardship Season, A New Sustainable Day, culminates this 
Sunday as we receive and dedicate our 2018 pledges at the 
time of the offering. How can you be involved in Woodside's 
mission next year? Extra forms are available on the counter.

NESK Gifts due - Christmas gifts for children at the North 
End Soup Kitchen are due in at Woodside this Sun, Dec 3. 
Gifts should be wrapped, and marked with the child’s name 
and family code. Please place all the gifts for each family in a 
single larger bag with your family cover sheet attached to the 
outside. We are also still accepting donations for cash for gift 
cards for the NESK families. 

Annie Oper, our Office Manager, will be on medical leave Dec 
16 - Jan 23. We'll miss her! In her absence, the church office 
will be staffed by volunteers from 10 am until 2 pm, Tues - Fri. 
Please note these are new office hours. If you'd like to help 
in the office, please call annie, (810-767-4911), or pastor deb 
(502-550-1236).

Holiday Worship
As Advent begins this Sunday, we will move worship into the 
sanctuary for all the weeks of December.

Special Sunday notes for December:  
Dec 3: Dedication of Pledges for 2018
Dec 10: Commissioning of our newly trained Care Team
Dec 17: Our preaching series featuring preachers of color 
continues with Rev. Phiwa Langeni of Lansing. 
Dec 24: Two worship times. See below...  

Christmas week: 
Dec 21, 7 pm:   "The Longest Night" -- an interfaith service 

when holiday joy is hard to find.
Dec 24, 11 am: a special liturgy to move us from Advent to 

Christmas
8 pm: Christmas Vigil: a service of readings, songs 
            and Holy Communion (about 45 minutes).

Dec 25:  No worship service. A blessed day to you and yours. 

Christmas Decorating: 
We are making special plans for our Christmas altar. Watch for 
announcements about how you might participate.  

Transition Notes
We promised to inform you, even when there's nothing to tell. This 
week, there's nothing new to report. The work goes on...

Micah's Table: all about justice...
Raise the Age Michigan: Woodside is a supporting organization of 
this campaign to raise the age of juvenile court jurisdiction from 17 
to 18. 
Michigan remains one of only five states that automatically 
prosecutes all 17-year olds as adults. This policy is wrong on so 
many levels, and at odds with state laws, as well as national and 
international policies, that declare adulthood to begin at age 18. 
Our Social Justice Committee has participated in fundraising, 
legislative education days and visited our legislators. Want to help? 
Here are two ways that you can take action: 
1)  Contact your state senators and reps and ask them to support the 
Youth in Prison package of bills. 
2)  If you or a family member or someone you know was incarcerated 
at 17, the campaign would like to hear your story. 
For links to your legislators, more information about the campaign, 
and a place to tell your story, go to the excellent website www.
raisetheagemi.org.
Indivisible: The Senate Budget Committee passed the 
#TrumpTaxScam out of committee 12 votes to 11. The bill now 
heads to the Senate floor where it’s likely Members will vote on 
a Motion to Proceed (a pre-vote vote) and will likely take a final 
vote on the bill this week, possibly Friday. We can still do this. Your 
elected officials must keep hearing from you!
We Need Information - Are you working on justice issues or are you 
involved with a group that works on them? We would like to spread 
the word in this newsletter about what we can do to help. Call or 
email the office by Wednesday each week for Thursday publication. 
Thanks for your help. 

In Our Community
The 27th Annual Community Holiday Dinner is Thur, Dec 21, 
from 4-7 pm at the Masonic Temple. This is free to anyone in the 
community, a gift of the Genesee County Bar Association and  
Foundation. There is even a warming center next door at St Paul's 
Episcopal Church, so there is no outdoor waiting. 




