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Woodside Briefs
NEWS of  CONGREGATION and COMMUNITY

Woodside Church is a progressive Christian community 
committed to nurturing freedom, honesty and diversity,

where members and friends live Jesus’ way of social justice. 
  

a Congregation of the United Church of Christ and American Baptist Churches 

In Our Congregation
Board on retreat. In October, the Board of Directors was 
all set for its annual visioning weekend, when, ironically, 
Pastor Deb's vision led to emergency cancellation. The Board 
will gather this Saturday at the Conference Retreat House in 
East Lansing for a single — but full — day of strategizing and 
imagining. Please keep them in prayer; the task of leading this 
congregation through relocation is important and large. "Pour 
out your Spirit, O God..." 
Board members are Linda Angus (Moderator); Linda Rose Lee (VM); 
Patti Pagels, Clerk; Joe Eufinger, Treasurer; Desiree Duell (Public 
Identity); Clif Turner (Community and Social Justice); Sharrie Creasey 
(Faith Development);  Don Harbin (Facilities); and Jay Cummings, newly 
appointed to fill the Congregational Life seat. Pastor Deb also serves the 
Board, with voice only. 

Let Those With Ears... next Sunday, Jan 14, we'll welcome 
Rev. Wendell Griffen from New Millennium Church, Little Rock, 
Arkansas, next in our series of Preachers of Color. We'll have 
more next week. 

Newcomers, you are invited! As we do from time to time, we're 
inviting new worshippers to gather at Karen's home, Thursday, 
Feb 1, 6:30 pm. Snacks and conversation, a great time to get to 
know a few people, and no commitment to joining anything. 
Please call the office for Karen's address and to let us know to 
expect you. Need child care? Just tell us. (810-767-4911)

Thinking of Membership? Pastor Deb will lead a series of 
information sessions (we do this twice a year) for folks who 
may want to join or folks who have been away and want to 
renew their membership. We'll meet in Deb's office, 9:30 am 
Sundays, for 5 weeks of Lent, beginning Feb 18. Not sure if 
membership is for you? This is a good way to find out! For those 
who do decide to join, we'll receive you as members on April 
1, Easter Sunday.  

We are informed... Annie Oper is rehabbing well. We wish her 
the best and look forward to her speedy return! 

Micah's Table: all about justice...
Winter Needs: Our partners and friends in the Genesee County 
Hispanic Latino Collaborative have expressed a need for winter 
clothing for children. If you have items to pass along, please 
bring them to church.  

Transition Notes
Re-imagining Woodside: As we face relocation, one of our chief 
challenges is imagination. So, we're pondering place. 

While our leadership team reviews listings and inspects buildings 
with a variety of former lives — retail, industrial, public service, old 
church buildings — in each newsletter we'll also publish a couple 
of not-quite-random addresses in the city. 

It's not really just about a building, but about a place. Not just 
whether we'd have enough space for worship and office and 
nursery and such, but what it would mean to be a neighbor in that 
community. 

We hope you'll find a time in your week, drive to each one, and 
prayerfully ponder 

   "What would it be like to be Woodside Church in this place?" 

This week, our tour takes us to 847 N Stevenson Street and 1700 
S Center Road. 

(If you're just joining in, the list so far has included 1901 Robt T Longway 
and 627 ML King.) 

Then, let's talk. Our Lenten theme this year is "Finding Sacred 
Space," and we'll arrange times for group conversation during 
those later-winter weeks. (More about that to come.)  

Woodside's Stuff: 70 years is a lot of time to accummulate, and 
we're moving into a much smaller space. So we're having a sale, 
beginning Jan 12, in our lower level over two weekends, Fridays 
and Saturdays. Come and see.  

Where will we be? As April 1 approaches, the transition team is 
still searching for a permanent new home for Woodside, but also 
considering appropriate short-term rental space. Karen  Eaton and 
Linda Angus co-chair this group. 

Text Alerts! 
Get reminders and late-breaking news by texting "Woodside"   
to 31996. Or go to www.woodsidechurch.net to sign up. 

Next Week at Woodside  
Sun 11 am Worship in the Chapel
  then conversation & coffee in the lobby
Tues-Fri 10a-2p Office Open
Tues 1-3pm Caregivers
Fri-Sat  Woodside Estate Sale (continues Jan 19-20)
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