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Woodside World
NEWS of  CONGREGATION and COMMUNITY

    Woodside Church is a progressive Christian community committed to nurturing freedom, honesty and diversity, 
    where members and friends live Jesus’ way of social justice.

    R e v .  D r .  D e b o r a h  D e M a r s  C o n r a d ,  P a s t o r    A n n e  O p e r ,  O f f i c e  M a n a g e r

Relief • green, growth • owning our decisions • embracing possibilities • 
wondering • wandering • wilderness • searching • out of the locker room 
on to the field; prepared, exhilarated, ready • home, a place to rest • 
creating • artistic • a winding road that leads to something out of sight • travelers  
• a sun rising – or setting • biblical journeys of forced removal or call 
and desire • the emperor’s new clothes, hoping this is real • energy, vibrancy • 
history as our handrail on the path • purple, royal, this is God’s reign • explosion of 
community engagement • perhaps small, but happy, family • someone asked 
my wife if I’d be joining a new church when Woodside closes. She said: 
why would he do that? the church is the people, not the building.

from the pastor...
Among my Christmas presents this year was a book I’ve 
begun reading, Spain in Our Hearts,  about the 1930s’ civil 
war and the rise of Franco and fascism. There is a great 
deal to learn, a great deal to fear, as I consider the parallels 
to American reality these days. 

As the subtitle gives away, the author, Adam Hochschild, 
writes about the role of Americans on both sides of the 
war, and the ways a quest for power of the Nationalists, 
supported by Hitler and Mussolini, was counterbalanced 
by the imaginations of the Republican leftists, folks stirred 
by the nascent possibilities. 

“The conflict in Spain, remarkably, was at the same time 
both a right-wing military coup and a left-wing social 
revolution.” 

I’m only 50 pages in, but just that much gave me hope. 

“Throughout Republican Spain, workers took over 
hundreds of factories… Banners appeared – the land is 
yours, workers – and peasants divided up the vast estates 
they had worked as farm hands.” 

The main resistance, the author describes, was “not a 
professional army, but citizens who had managed to arm 
themselves.” The most desperate times invite the most 
creative imagination; we’ve heard it said many times. At 
the moment, it is the balm for my weary and wary spirit. 

So, besides the looming inauguration and the angst about 
what the next four years may bring, Woodside is also in 
a transition time, less desperation, but a sure sense of 

being unsettled, wondering about our own community 
and what the future may look like. 

Last night, I asked the Board of Directors to close their 
eyes, breathe, and let Woodside’s journey wash over 
them in images or words or colors or feelings. 

Below is a typographic visual of what they shared. There 
is a sense of excitement I hear from them, a readiness to 
go wherever the Spirit leads. A little scary, but refreshing.  

We can’t know what the next months and years may bring, 
for Woodside or for America, but we are imaginative 
people, and for that I give thanks. 

Not unrelated to all that, we have made a little bit of a 
change in our Sunday worship. Where we have included a 
“dismissal” at the end of our worship, we are now issuing 
an invitation. Not an invitation to accept a particular kind 
of faith, as in some congregations, but an invitation to 
particular events that help us live and explore our faith. 
Last week, it was an invitation to Daybreak, our Thursday 
evening faith experience. Next week, it may be to a protest 
or a vigil or a community project or a book study or an act 
of caring for someone in need or a commitment to prayer 
or ... 

This is a way of reminding ourselves that worship is central 
to who we are and what we do, but it isn’t all that we are 
and do. Woodside’s mission is an active one: “nurturing 

from the pastor, cont’d on page 2



I n  t h e  C o n g r e g at I o n

Daybreak Returns - Tonight, Thurs, Jan 12, at 6:30 pm, you are 
invited to continue the conversation at Daybreak, our ever-evolving, 
every-other-week, Woodside evening exploration of a faithful life. 
We’ll provide coffee and childcare, and hope to see you there.
A Boycott to Change the World - A nationwide long-term 
economic boycott aimed at police brutality, racial violence and 
systemic injustice is gaining steam. Begun in December by Shaun 
King, a respected activist/journalist, it has already drawn nearly 
200,000 supporters, mostly through social media. This boycott calls 
to mind the determination and organization of the Montgomery Bus 
Boycott over 60 years ago.
This boycott is NOT simply a petition you can sign.  Rather, it invites 
a pledge to boycott cities, states, businesses and institutions which 
are either willfully indifferent to police brutality and racial injustice 
or are deliberately destructive partners with it. This is a bit trickier 
than a single target like the bus boycott, but it means there is a 
wide range of actions we can take — like changing vacation plans or 
choosing a new bank. 
It’s worth remembering that the Montgomery bus boycott wasn’t 
prompted by the spontaneous action of a tired woman, Rosa Parks, 
but was devised and calculated for maximum impact. That’s why 
they call it organizing! 
Woodside’s Community Life and Social Justice Committee is 
learning more, and some committee members have already taken 
action. To learn more and receive e-mail updates, go to: www.
injusticeboycott.com. Or join the committee: 4 pm, Feb 6 at church. 

How Will You observe the Inauguration? Here’s an Idea: 
After an awful election season and a frightening outcome, we’ll 
inaugurate the new president January 20. “Circle the Cities with Love” 
is a bunch of folks (in 67 cities) holding hands in silent meditation, 
doing what we can to embody love that brings healing, peace, and 
justice. Join us for just 30 minutes, 3- 3:30 pm this Sunday, Jan 15, at 
Woodside.  www.circlecitywithlove.com.

Weather Notes - Note to self: if Mott College is closed, the church 
office is closed, as well as meetings. We will try to also put a message 
on our Facebook page, so you may want to check out the school 
closings and Facebook before you ‘weather’ the storm.

Water Update - Woodside continues to receive donations from 
churches and groups from around the country to help with the Flint 
water situation. Although letters went out to residents about  Flint’s 
water starting to improve, it is still recommended that we use filters 
and bottled water for everything except bathing and cleaning. We 
continue to have conversations with other organizations in the city 
to help them get the filtered water stations like the ones we have 
here. The money is being used for that purpose and for filters and 
cartridge replacements. Thank you to all.

I n  t h e  C o m m u n I t y

UM-Flint MLK Day is on Mon, Jan 16, to honor the work and life of 
late civil rights leader, Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. The events include 
a breakfast and volunteer service time, reflections and a keynote 
address. Everyone is invited to attend all or part of the day. For more 
information, see https://www.umflint.edu/morethanaday.

t h I s  W e e k  at  W o o d s I d e  1/15  -  1/21
Sun: 1/15   9:30 am  Adult forum
 11 am   Worship 
   then, conversation and coffee
 2:30 pm   Circle the Cities with Hope
Mon: 1/16   Office Closed
Tue: 1/17    Office Closed (ML King Day)
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s u n d a y  h e l p e r s  t h I s  m o n t h

1/15—Ushers/Greeters—Team B: Cliff and Linda Worstenholm, 
Ron and Jan Brown, Keith Crane, Reid Sanders. Counters: Virgil 
Cope and Shannon Loewel Thorpe. Liturgist: Angela Lots all 
month.
1/22—Ushers/Greeters—Team C: Carol Higgins and Pat Perrine, 
Sharrie Creasey and Shannon Loesel Thorpe, Jim Hazen, Clif 
Turner. Counters: Jim Richardson and Dave Pinchock. 
1/29—Ushers/Greeters—Team D: Jim Richardson, Sharon 
and Ted Bolander, Joe and Laura Eufinger, Ron Fader and Jeff 
Springgay. Counters: Carol Higgins and Reid Sanders. 
2/5—Ushers/Greeters—Team E: Virgil and Sheryl Cope, Mike 
and Linda Thompson, Linda Lee, Renee Harrison, Dee Johnson. 
Counters: Sharrie Creasey and Jim Hazen.
2/12—Ushers/Greeters—Team A: Jim Abbott, John Crouch, 
Jay Cummings, Al Nickens, Don Harbin and Liz Perkins Harbin. 
Counters: Linda Angus and Joe Eufinger. 

Christmas Thanks from Annie:  I want to thank everyone who 
contributed to the collection of my Christmas gift. I have no idea 
who donated, so I can’t send out individual thank yous, but you 
know who you are.  It has helped me immensely in catching up 
on the costs of purchasing a house and moving. In the words of  
Carol Ryrie Brink, “The most truly generous persons are those 
who give silently without hope of praise or reward.” Thank you  
to the silent givers.

freedom, honesty and diversity,” and “living Jesus’ way of 
social justice.”

This is a time for imagination. And conversation. 

If you have ideas about how we can engage one another, 
I hope you’ll email me: debc@woodsidechurch.net. If you 
have a story of faith you find inspiring, please share it.  

And as you ponder and pray, let words and images come to 
your mind. This is a time for faithful imagination. 

With you on a journey,  

Prayers are requested for Ron Fader and Kathy DeBarr.

- pastor deb
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