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    Woodside Church is a progressive Christian community committed to nurturing freedom, honesty and diversity, 
    where members and friends live Jesus’ way of social justice.
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from the pastor...

A few years ago in Louisville, during a battle over a state 
constitutional amendment to ban marriage between people of 
the same gender, a church got involved. I actually imagine a lot of 
churches were involved, but this one church was large and loud, a 
far-right congregation, spiritual home of the moneyed, suburban, 
business class. It dominated the conversation with billboards, put 
a lot of money into “traditional marriage” defense, and made 
these awful bumper stickers of stick figures and arithmetic.  The 
congregation empowered and amplified the voices of other 
like-minded churches, and together they owned the issue. The 
amendment passed, not surprisingly. Maybe it would have 
anyway, but it wasn’t even close. 

The perennial criticism – then and now – is that churches should 
stay out of politics. It is a common cry for those on the left, who 
are less likely to be coalesced around a faith agenda. “Separation 
of church and state!” they/we would cry. And then bemoan the 
theocracy we perceive to be arising in plain view. 

This past week, still reeling from an inauguration that threatens to 
undo America, I’ve been thinking. 

The rise of Trump was fueled in part by Christian fundamentalists, 
who have, for decades, railed against any sin of a Democrat but 
given pass after pass after pass to its own beloved champions. 
(Remember Newt’s multiple marriages? Henry Hyde’s “youthful 
indiscretion”? We all can recite the litany of hypocrisy.) 

Religion, say those who don’t claim one, is a devotion of 
convenience or personal taste, and ought to be left out of civic 
discussions. Instead, we have just experienced an inauguration 
bloated with Christian prayers, Christian scripture, calls to follow 
Jesus, and announcements of God (Father, Son and Holy Spirit) 
blessing the god-anointed Mr Trump.

I paced in my house this week and considered the ways I’d like 
the religious right to keep out of it – the critiques I have of them 
for pushing their abhorrent faith into public policy. I hate the way 
they use scripture to make their case: to justify their xenophobia; 
to justify stealing people’s lands; to repress women, oppress 
immigrants, justify racial disparities; to outlaw LGBT humans, 
murder those convicted of something, keep poor people poor. I 
hate it, whatever religion they are fundamentally adhering to (or 
co-opting). The Christians are just more in my face these days. 

But, then I thought to myself, I do the same. It is my faith that drives 
my vision of the common good. Oh yeah, I read those bible stories 
through vastly different eyes, take away wildly different lessons. 
But it is surely scripture that undergirds my public participation.  

So, there are some things I have in common with the religious right 
(she said, begrudgingly). Not religion-based inaugurations; I think 
state ceremonies ought to be prayer free, though I am certain 
that people of faith can and should gather in their own houses of 
worship to pray for the nation and beg for a righteous vision. I just 
don’t think state events should be religious events. It’s not fair to 
our American electorate – a people of many faiths or no expressed 
faith at all. We are a nation, not a congregation. Thus it should be. 

But the cries to keep faith out of public life should perhaps extend 
no farther than the officialdom of the January 20 barricades on 
the National Mall. Here’s why: we all believe something. We 
all have some foundation for what we hold to be true and just. 
For our nation, we have the constitution, the declaration of 
independence; but we – all. of. us. – interpret and augment those 
national tenets with other, more personal or partisan, manifestos. 
Statements of faith. The 1948 UN Universal Declaration of Human 
Rights; the Barmen Declaration; the Communist Manifesto; Dr. 
King’s speeches; FDR’s 3rd Inaugural Address or Reagan’s first; 
the Geneva Conventions; the Kyoto Protocols; the Paris Accords; 
BillBoard Top 40, or what my grandmother always used to say, or 
the Kama Sutra; whatever. We all have, we all rightfully get to have, 
our own inspirations, the movements or documents or traditions 
that define for us what a just and good world should look like. 

So here is where the Christian right and I begin to converge. We 
have the bible. 

For the religious right (of whatever religion), their vision is from 
their sacred books; so is mine. For the religious right, their faith 
informs their politics; so does mine. For them, quoting scripture is 
authoritative; it is for me, too. I unapologetically hate their vision 
of the world. My own theological angst is, in part, that such a 
vision could be gleaned from sacred scripture in the first place. 

So, the divergence, then, comes quickly: we choose different 
sacred texts (or different parts of the same bible) and rely on an 
altogether different way of reading. 

There is a battle going on for the heart of America, with ripples 
that lap every shore around the world. In so many ways, people 
of faith are driving the conversation. But the answer is not to try 
to keep faith quiet; the answer is for people of a more open faith 
to be as prominent and insistent as the ones who claim exclusive 
blessing and act out their awful faith-based tyranny. We must 
empower and amplify the voices of the left. 

from the pastor, cont’d on page 2



M a k e  a  D i f f e r e n c e

Unity in Diversity, Saturday, Feb 11. This upcoming 
community event, of which Woodside is a co-sponsor, 
is an evening of Arts and Expression, an interfaith feel-
good time, with food and entertainment. 7 pm at IINN. 
we’ll let you know more as we know more...  

A Boycott to Change the World - Woodside’s Community 
Life and Social Justice Committee is learning more, and some 
committee members have already taken action. To learn more 
and receive e-mail updates, go to: www.injusticeboycott.com. 
Or join the committee: 4 pm, Feb 6 at church. 

i n  t h e  c o n g r e g at i o n

Banner Sunday. We started a banner-sized paint project 
on Sunday and we will add to it each week until Lent begins 
March 1. You are invited to make stray marks. Not words or 
images or slogans, please; just stray marks of all shapes and 
sizes. We’ll hang it in the sanctuary, as a reminder of this truth: 
Resisting is a very holy thing to do. And the beauty of who we 
are together is a reflection of the genius of the Creator. We 
are making our mark! See Pastor Deb’s editorial last week for 
more understanding of how this works.   

Daybreak is Tonight. You are invited to continue the 
conversation at Daybreak, our ever-evolving, every-other-
week, Woodside evening exploration of a faithful life. We’ll 
provide coffee and childcare, and hope to see you there.

Clean up Office Day, part deux - Turns out we cleaned the 
front office by piling everything in Annie’s office. Oops. If you 
are available on Fri, Feb 3, from 1 to 4 pm, we will tackle the 
pile. Just show up - we’ll remind you. 

Meet James Thomas, our new custodian. He’ll be around 
about 30 hours each week. Be sure to say hi and/or thanks. 
Prayers are requested for Ron Fader and Kathy DeBarr.

Special Opportunity: Do you have an extra ladder? Our old wooden 
‘creaky’ step-ladder needs to retire. We’re looking for a 12-footer, 
aluminum preferred. Call the office, if this is you. Thank you!

t h i s  W e e k  at  W o o D s i D e  1/29  -  2/4
Sun: 1/29   9:30 am  Adult forum
 11 am   Worship then, conversation   
      and coffee
Mon: 1/30   Office Closed
Wed: 2/1 5:30 pm  Marketing Committee
Fri: 2/3 1-4 pm  Clean Annie’s Office Day
Sat: 2/3 8:30 am  Flint Area Neighborhoods   
     Together
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L o o k i n g  a h e a D

Ash Wednesday is Mar 1 and begins our Lenten Season. We 
will have an Ash Wednesday service - more information will 
follow. That means Feb 28 is Mardi Gras. If you’d like to grab 
some helpers and plan a party or pancake supper, we empower 
you. Let us know! 

New Member Classes will be 9:30 am Sundays during Lent, 
beginning Mar 5. New to Woodside? Want to renew your 
Woodside life? These sessions are what you need. Best part: no 
obligation! You can attend the class and then decide whether 
you feel member-ish. For those who choose, we will be receiving 
new members on Easter, April 16.

Our fallacy is in believing that the faith-basis of our love of 
diversity and inclusion should be excised from our political 
imagination. It cannot; it should not. There are more liberals 
than faith-based fundamentalists in America. In the ranks of 
people of faith around the world, there are more of us – people 
of faith willing to share the world and ensure that it works for 
all its inhabitants. But if the right seems to be the side that’s 
growing, perhaps it is because we aren’t as good at sharing our 
stories and  describing what’s at stake. 

When we keep our faith silent, even out of a desire to be 
“tolerant,” we let the impression stand that the choice is 
between the religious right and the heathen left. Nothing could 
be further from the truth.  

With you on a faithful journey, 

- pastor deb

from the pastor, cont’d from page 1

W o o D s i D e  W o r L D

(a MeDia Makeover):

We’re taking a look at ways to make Woodside World more in tune 
with our congregation’s needs, and we need your help!

content: Beginning with our Woodside Writers Group, we 
know it would be great to have a variety of people making 
regular contributions to this newsletter. Maybe you. 

What’s your strength? Are you sometimes compelled to 
pen essays about current events or theological things you’re 
pondering? Do you draw cartoons that would help people 
chuckle or pause? What about a series of devotions? Are you 
engaged with a community event about which the congregation 
needs in-depth analysis?  

Production: We do this in InDesign, a bit of a specialized 
skill. Does layout appeal to you? Do you love the puzzle of 
putting a page together? Can you spot a typo a column inch 
away?  

distribution: Maybe your gig is printing, folding, posting, 
mailing, uploading, and such. This is usually a Thursday 
afternoon event (sometimes friday morning J).

Editorial Board: And to make it all work, we’re thinking 
of an editorial board, to meet a couple of times a month, chart 
some themes and content, solicit some articles, you know. Stuff. 

If any of this is you, email pastor deb and let’s talk!  
(debc@woodsidechurch.net)


