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Woodside Church is a progressive Christian community 
committed to nurturing freedom, honesty and diversity,

where members and friends live Jesus’ way of social justice. 
  

a Congregation of the United Church of Christ and American Baptist Churches 

From the Pastor
This week, I was called by ABC12 to offer an opinion on conversion 
therapy, that discredited pseudo-scientific practice of trying to make 
people conform to "normal" sexual orientation and gender identify. 
Specifically, the desire to make gay people straight and make transgender 
folks accept anatomy as identity (even when anatomy is ambiguous). 

The reporter's call was prompted by a bill in the state legislature that 
would make it illegal for mental health professionals to attempt to 
change the sexual orientation of minors. Michigan should pass this. (But 
I'm not holding my breath.) 

Part of the reason this has been in the news is because a Detroit area 
church has been offering seminars (for just $200!) to young girls trying 
to figure out their lives, girls who may be awakening to a lesbian or 
transgender self-understanding. This church certainly isn't the only 
one; the practice of attempted conversion continues across the country, 
causing harm to a lot of people. Only 9 states and DC have outlawed it, 
and even then, churches get wide latitude to despise anyone they want 
to, and to do pretty awful "faith-based" things. And why this Detroit 
Church is targeting girls is a mystery, except as part of our society's 
general disdain for women and ongoing attempts to control every aspect 
of our lives.

Part of why it has been on my mind is that, in the past week, I've watched 
two mainstream television shows address the experience of transgender 
folks and the surgical aspect of transition. On Grey's Anatomy, now 
introducing a new transgender character, what we once called "sex 
change" surgery, and later called "gender reassignment" surgery, was 
referred to as "gender affirmation" surgery; in The Good Doctor (about 
a surgeon with autism), the procedure was called "gender confirmation" 
surgery. Both of these phrases express what we know to be true: for 
the person with gender dysphoria (no longer called "gender identity 
disorder"), the reality is clear, and the surgery is undertaken as a step in 
helping someone live more fully who they already are. 

I applaud progress in human understanding and in human kindness, and 
I hope our legislature passes this bill, as protection for a quite vulnerable 
class of people we love. So, call your state rep to support the bill. 

But that's not the end. Because, while we work for laws that honor and 
protect people, we also have to challenge the other oppressive systems 
in our culture. Including church. And that's the other reason this is on 
my mind. 

Woodside is part of the American Baptist Churches, and you've heard 
me lately express anger and frustration that the relatively new General 
Secretary of the denomination is openly anti-gay. He has called us 
immoral, not fit to be leaders, and has reiterated his belief that marriage 
is just for straight people. Our Chicago region is more open, but so 
far lacks prophetic fire for calling out the national body. Woodside is 

responding, so far, in writing.

But our new friend, Wendell Griffen, our guest preacher last month, has 
offered a different approach. His denomination, the Cooperative Baptist 
Fellowship, has decided that, while they are open to LGBTQ married 
folks in lower-ranking positions, the upper echelons of leadership and 
ministry are only for the straight (or LGBTQ unmarried?). Wendell has 
written a biting denunciation of that denomination, and is inviting his 
congregation to consider leaving the CBF. He writes: 

"Plainly, CBF and New Millennium Church disagree about  LGBTQ equality 
and inclusion .... I will not support continued funding or involvement in 
CBF initiatives. CBF has chosen love of its purses above love of God's 
LGBTQ people. I am unwilling to follow that path as pastor of New 
Millennium Church. If our congregation is to keep faith with the love and 
justice imperatives in the gospel of Jesus, we should not be seduced...by 
a body that consciously and proudly celebrates a decision to discriminate 
against people based on their sexual orientation, gender identity, and 
marital status .... Some people will disagree with or disapprove of my 
position. No one should be unsure about it."

I'm not always as articulate as I wish to be when news channels call. But 
however well or poorly, it matters that we speak -- all of us; the gospel 
imperative is that we speak. Who in our lives is unsure of our love and 
welcome? Who in our community feels alone in the struggle, and how 
can we communicate solidarity? How can we bolster our solidarity into 
something far greater than words? Woodside has committed for years to 
being in the struggle, alongside the folks most likely to get battered in our 
world. Are we doing all that we can? And what to do about this one of 
our denominations? Wash our hands? Live as a thorn in their side? There 
are questions. There are opportunities. 

With you on this journey,             
pastor deb

Text Alerts! 
Did you know that we closed Sunday due to weather? 
Help us help you stay informed! Woodside subscribes to a text service so that you 
can know about special events and urgent updates.  
So, make a note: henceforth, urgent news will be posted on facebook, on our 
website, and through this text service. 
If you got a text from Pastor Deb Sunday morning, you are not signed up! (If you 
got a text from a service, you are!) We cannot add you to the list; only you can 
sign you up.  

So sign up! Just text "Woodside" to 31996. 
Or use the link on our website: woodsidechurch.net. 

(and about that snow day: deb recorded her sermon, and posted it on our 
website as always.) 



In Our Congregation
New Members! Sunday begins a 5-week series on membership. 
Interested? Join us at 9:30 in Pr Deb's office. Then, we'll 
welcome new members on Easter, April 1.   

Micah's Table: all about justice...
Dr. Barber! MSU's Slavery to Freedom presents Rev. Dr. 
William Barber, of the Poor People’s Campaign: A National Call 
For Moral Revival. If you've never heard him speak, you should! 
Thurs, Feb 22, 5 pm at the Wharton Center. 

Promote the Vote. A coalition of righteous organizations 
working to place an amendment on the November ballot 
that would ensure fairer and more accessible elections.  
Want to help? A training event is Wed, Feb 21, 5:30 pm, Court 
Street Village, 727 East St (one block east of Chavez Blvd).

Equality Caucus of Genesee County. Power & Privilege 
training, 6 pm Feb 20, 1940 W Atherton Rd.

Michigan Resistance. Calling parties, 6 pm most Tuesdays, a 
way to share concerns with people with power. Want to add 
your voice? Text 810-516-0923 for directions. 

Raise the Age. A panel discussion on raising the age of adult 
criminal liability (being tried as an adult) from 17 to 18. Free, 
and includes lunch, noon Wed, Feb 28, Lansing. More info & 
register: http://www.mackinac.org/24291

Unity in Diversity. An evening of art, expression, and 
fellowship. Free! 7 pm Sat, Feb 24, 4800 S. Saginaw.  

Lenten Notes 

Gather with us 5:30pm Wednesdays for soup, bread and 
conversation. Finding Sacred Place is our theme.

Want a daily devotion by email or text? Here are 2 options: 
UCC: http://www.ucc.org/daily_devotional.

Baptist:https://michaelmcray.us16.list-manage.com/
subscribe?u=4cd1ac2335272e0e6762be6ce&id=5fa5ff584b

MLK50: Sundays in Lent We'll be using Sunday morning 
worship resources from the National Civil Rights Museum's 
MLK50 Social Justice Lenten Lectionary. It's been 50 years since 
Dr King died, about 2000 years since Jesus died. The dream 
remains -- enough for all, and the obstacles are largely the 
same — human hubris. Join us.  

Next Week at Woodside  
Sun 9:30 Membership series/Pr Deb's office
  Adult Forum/parlor
 11 am Worship in the Chapel
  then conversation & coffee in the lobby
 12:30-ish Moving Team Leaders, in Pr Deb's office. 
Tues  Office closed for President's Day. 
Wed-Fri 9a-5p Office Open
Tues 8a-6p Wildroot @ Woodside
Wed noon Organ Recital in the sanctuary
 5:30p Lenten Soup and Bread 
Thurs 8a-6p Wildroot @ Woodside

Transition Notes
Time to Move!

727 East Street. While long-term planning continues, we're 
very excited to announce that we've signed a 6-month lease 
with Court Street Village, to move our whole ministry there for 
a little while. They are barely a mile away, in the Central Park 
Neighborhood, just a block off Chavez and Court. What a great 
time to become good friends with a non-profit that does good 
things. (See  "promote the vote" training under Micah's Table.) 

We'll have offices, activity and meeting space, ample worship 
space, and room for almost all our community partner groups. The 
Genesee County Hispanic Latino Collaborative will make its own short 
term plan (with our support) and we'll look forward to a reunion with 
them in our new permanent space. 

Our Last Sunday at 1509 is Palm Sunday, Mar 25. We'll have 
Maundy Thursday Agape Meal and Good Friday Tenebrae here in 
our Chapel. Easter morning, we'll awaken to new life, new space. 

Moving is a Lot of Work and we have a lot of help. The 
actual move will be done by professionals, and our Woodside staff 
members will focus on keeping the same-old-daily trains running 
on time; so, congregational team leaders are handling various 
aspects of this preparation. They are: 

• Move/Storage Coordinator: Dale Emery
• Office: Jay Cummings
• Archives: Linda Angus & Karen Eaton
• Children's Ministries: Leslie Cummings
• Music and Worship: Linda Worstenholm
• Kitchen: Linda Rose Lee
• Custodial/Grounds Care: Jim Abbott & Jim Richardson
• Windows/Architectural: Joe Eufinger
• Advertising: Patti Pagels

These leaders will meet Sunday after worship to review timelines and 
protocols. Others who have questions or want to join a team, please talk 
to the person responsible for that area. 

Worship
manna jar. Like the Israel in the wilderness, we're taking a 

manna jar as a symbol of God's provisions in the in-between. 
Watch next week's newsletter for more about the contents; join 
in soup-and-bread Wednesdays as we prepare the jar. 

decommissioning. Our final worship here will include a 
decommissioning liturgy 11 am Mar 25, Palm Sunday. Plan to 
attend this important day in our life. 

Events 
The Schlicker pipe organ one last time. Jim Gladstone will 

play, noon Wednesday! Jim served in parish music ministry in 4 
states and taught Applied Pipe Organ at Lake Michigan College. 
Bring your lunch and enjoy the music!

Images and Memories. After a snow delay, Wes Lawton and 
Chris Szumowicz will install a gallery of Woodside photos and 
memories. Watch for it Sunday, in the rear of the santuary. 

Final Sale. The last of our no-longer-needed possessions will 
be available Mar 9. Watch for details. Not on site: two grand pianos. 
For more on the pianos, contact Stefak Auctions: stefaksauctions.
com; (313) 881-1800. 
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