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from the pastor...
Last week in this space, we read the musings of Amber, 
a new-ish Woodsider, reflecting on how she came to be 
here, and to stay here. 

This month, I celebrate 3 years as pastor of Woodside 
Church. It’s been an energizing time, filled with joys 
and mysteries and dreams, trying to figure out where 
the future will take us together. In my own reflections 
on what three years has wrought, I found a blogpost 
I wrote the week I first interviewed with the search 
committee here. I didn’t post it back then, because I 
generally don’t like folks to feel called out (unless I’m 
trying to call them out, which I wasn’t); I didn’t want to 
be disrespectful. Now, three years later, I expect folks 
might hear the awe in my voice, as I appreciate the 
congregation I would come to know. 

Fielding the question… 

I’ve told you that I’m in the Search and Call 
process, looking forward to a return to parish 
ministry. So I’ve been talking with congregations, 
hearing about their missions and challenges, and 
answering their questions about my experience, 
my understanding of church, my vision of God’s 
vision. 

This week, for the first time ever – ever, like 
since before I started seminary in the early 1980s 
– I got that question. 

Not the question, the one that terrified me for so 
many years as a closeted lesbian in an unwelcoming 
church, the are-you-or-aren’t-you question that a 
generation of lgbt clergy learned to dodge. Not 
even the more confusing and surprising question 

posed to me by a relative at a funeral who took 
me aside to whisper his query of, shhh, whether 
my doctorate is earned or honorary. 

This was a first, this question. Because I was 
raised, educated, ordained in the Lutheran church, 
I’m really not sure I ever remember being asked 
before. 

“Do you accept Jesus as your personal lord and 
savior?” 

Say yes and move on to the next question, I 
thought. Don’t make this harder than it has to 
be. 

But truth compelled me to answer more fully. So 
here’s the short version of what I hope I said.

“I don’t think that question is a particularly helpful 
one, and I tend not to think about faith that way. 
I’m less concerned with personal salvation than 
I am with community transformation, and when 
I think about redemption, I think about healing 
the world, not saving my own soul from the 
fires of some hell. I think of making creation’s 
bounty available to all God’s people, of trying 
to live sustainably and lifting up the voices of 
the unheard. I think about neighbor and food and 
shelter and security and safety and dignity and 
self-determination and all the things that make 
up a whole and holy life. To those things I am 
committed, and Jesus’ life and teachings point me 
in that direction. I love Jesus and I try to follow 
him. To consider faith as “personal” with the goal 
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Micah’s Table: 
Ways We’re Doing JusTice anD loving KinDness 

WanT To geT involveD? Read the newsletter! We try to 
keep you informed of events both at Woodside and 
in the area. Woodside has groups and committees 
you can join depending on your interests and 
talents; meeting times are in the newsletter. Or you 
can check our Facebook page www.facebook.com/
woodsidechurchofflint.

FlinT huDDle - On February 11, 60-ish people met 
at Woodside to continue the work that began at 
the Women’s March. Four working groups were 
formed: Immigration, Reproductive Rights, Civil 
Rights/Voting Rights, and the Environment. These 
groups will meet separately, and the entire Huddle 
will meet again on April 1 at Woodside. New 
members are welcome and encouraged! To find 
a group that suits your interests and schedule, 
connect online at  www.facebook.com/flinthuddle 
or call our office to be added to someone’s list.

huDDle sub group MeeTings so Far
Immigration - Sat, Feb 18, 12 pm, Trinity Church
Environment - Sat, Feb 18, 1 pm, Woodside
Reproductive Rights - Sun, Feb 19, 5 pm, Woodside

Day oF eMpaThy - An opportunity for those 
personally affected by the criminal justice system 
to raise awareness of the harmful consequences 
of mass incarceration. A training session to help 
tell your story in the most efficient/powerful 
way possible will be held on Feb 25 in Ann Arbor, 
then participants will gather on March 1 in Lansing 
for breakfast, networking, a panel discussion, 
and one-on-one meetings with legislative 
leaders. Register at  www.miccd.org/events. 

can you represenT WooDsiDe? The Flint Recovery Group 
is a partnership of organizations and individuals 
working together to create solutions to the Water 
Crisis. Meetings are every other Thursday at 3 pm 
in the dome behind Flint City Hall. If you can attend 
these meetings to represent Woodside, please let 
us know. The next meeting will be March 2. For 
more information, visit www.flintcares.com/about/.

This WeeK aT WooDsiDe 2/18 - 2/25
saT: 2/18  1 pm Environment Huddle mtg
sun: 2/19  9:30 am Adult forum
 11 am Worship, then
  conversation and coffee
 5 pm Reproductive Rights 
  Huddle mtg
Mon: 2/20             Office Closed
Tue: 2/21  Office Closed  
  (President’s Day)
WeD: 2/22 4:30pm Voices Group
 7 pm Choir Rehearsal
Thu: 2/23 6:30pm  Daybreak Worship
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of “salvation” doesn’t speak to me or reflect 
how I understand God at work in the world, in 
the old testament or new, not in the beginning, 
not now.” 

Then, I said I would understand if they needed 
to end the interview and hang up the phone. 

They didn’t. 

Which makes me think maybe there is a 
movement afoot to see faith as something 
else, something communal, corporate, now-
ish rather than later-ish, oriented to the here 
more than some eternal reward or punishment. 

They didn’t hang up. 

And that gives me hope for the church. 

That’s what I wrote then. This congregation still 
gives me hope. I have learned that “pushing the 
boundaries” here is hard to do; folks don’t get 
ruffled a lot, and I’d have to travel a good distance 
toward the theological and political edges to meet 
some Woodsiders “where they are.” This has been, 
in many ways, a life-giving place for me. I used to 
say when I was new here that I wake up every day 
happy to be your pastor. I quit saying that at some 
point, but I want you to know it is still true. We 
have miles to go, a future that is still a bit of a 
mystery, but Woodside is still a good place to be 
and I still wake up happy to be here – and not at all 
surprised that the search committee didn’t hang up.

With you on your Journey, 

    - pastor deb

from the pastor, cont’d from page 1
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FroM The Michigan conFerence ucc
inTeresTeD in KnoWing hoW clergy geT approveD? 
It’s called an “Ecclesiastical Council” and you’re 
in luck -- there are about to be 2 of them! 
When candidates are nearing readiness for 
service, they must appear before a council, who 
will hear a presentation, question them, and then 
vote. The council is made up of any member of 
a UCC congregation in the association who wants 
to be present. That’s you! 
Melanie Baker is already ordained (by the 
Methodists), but wants “Privilege of Call” in 
the United Church of Christ. The Ecclesiastical 
Council is Sunday, February 26, 3 pm, at The 
Peoples Church of East Lansing.  
Laura Miller-Purrenhage is seeking 
Ordination in the UCC.  The Ecclesiastical Council 
is also Sunday, Feb 26, right after Melanie’s, and 
also at The People’s Church of East Lansing.   
For The recorD, Pastor Deb also went through 
an Ecclesiastical Council, in Louisville, April 2013. 
Of the 20 people present and voting, 17 said yes, 
2 said no, and one said “absolutely not.” It was 
a great day. 

                                    FroM The eDiTor
saTurDay, i aTTenDeD Unity in Diversity, a community program Woodside cosponsored. About 200 people 
were there, which organizers report was approximately double the number of last year’s inaugural 
event. We were entertained by a variety of performances from an array of sources. It was a nice way 
to spend the evening, especially because my family all came with me. I was grateful they wanted to 
share that experience with me, even though none of us knew what to expect. 
An event like Unity in Diversity is probably not going to change anyone’s mind, because for the most 
part, the people who attended already believe in what the event was about, what we were celebrating. 
Still, we celebrate. 
Right now, we need to stand up and resist the evil, the oppression, the discrimination, the violence, the 
suppression, the dehumanization that has become so prevalent. We need to stay awake, stay angry, 
stay vigilant so as not to become complacent. We need to protest - march in the streets, write letters, 
donate time and money, speak out. 
To do all that, we need to celebrate - celebrate every person who feels the same way and wants to 
make a difference. 
Every meeting, group, special event, and protest is an opportunity to remember what we’re fighting 
for and be reminded that we’re not alone. It’s good for you, and it’s good for the people in the groups. 
We couldn’t have groups if no one showed up. When you can, join in. Celebrate, resist, be community. 

Amber Dougherty, co-editor.

3

ToWn hall evenT 
The Flint Islamic Center (FIC) will be hosting 
a public community information meeting Wed, 
Feb 22, at 6:30 pm. in conjunction with the Arab 
American Heritage Council (AAHC) and The 
American Civil Liberties Union (ACLU). 

Folks who know will discuss what the executive 
order says, how it is being enforced, what does 
it mean and how does it effect our community 
and loved ones. 

Guest speakers include; Alec Gibbs, ACLU, 
Muna Jondy, FIC, and Alexandra Nassar, AAHC 
Flint Islamic Center, Genesee Academy Library 
9447 Corunna Rd., Swartz Creek. 



W o o d s i d e  C h u r c h  | 1509 E. Court St. Flint, MI 48503 | 810-767-4911 | info@woodsidechurch.net | www.woodsidechurch.net4

Jackson State Prison
(with a touch of Shakespeare)

by Matthew Baker 
Where young restless convicts 
have nothing to gauge  
the quality of which 
buzzards lead them.
Poor souls, lost, nonfunctional parts 
of a complex movement 
mentally separated from  
their Y –chromosome. 
Because of despair  
maintain prostrate positions 
while shakespeare’s  
(“to be or not to be?”) 
bounce off the walls of their skull,  
buzzards ride their back. 

Matthew Baker was in our prayers here at 
Woodside for more than a year. A victim of 
the “criminal justice system,” he was arrested 
as a young man in the 1970s for an offense 
that should have gotten him 5 years. He never 
left prison. Jay Cummings and Pat Perrine 
got to know him over many visits, and tried 
to intervene in ways to make his life more 
tolerable -- including access to appropriate care 
when his health was failing. Matthew died in 
late 2016. 

This poem is from a collection he co-wrote, a 
book he gave to Pat, and which she has shared 
with us. 

Woodside has been involved with reform of our 
mass incarceration system for several years, 
working to improve conditions, imprison fewer 
people, and help “returning citizens” find a new 
life and a way back home. 

if you’d like to know more, talk to Jay, 
who serves on the boards of two relevant 
organizations. And watch this newsletter for 
ways you can help -- or advocacy calls you can 
make. Like “day of empathy,” shown above. 
There is always something we can do!

WalK huMbly WiTh your goD
DaybreaK - Have you been meaning to check out 
Daybreak? Join us next Thurs, Feb 23, at 6:30 pm 
and see what it’s all about. Every time is different 
as we expand on ideas raised on Sunday. Coffee and 
childcare are provided.

ash WeDnesDay begins our Lenten observance Mar 
1, which means Feb 28 is Mardi Gras. If you’d like 
to grab some helpers and plan a party or pancake 
supper, we empower you. Let us know! 

burning aWay The Things ThaT haunT us: In 
preparation for Lent, we’ll continue our tradition of 
throwing our burdens into a fire. Join us for worship 
the 26th.  

MeMber inorMaTion sessions begin Mar 5 with a series 
of 5 sessions, 9:30 am Sundays. New to Woodside? 
Want to renew your Woodside life? This is how you 
do it. We will welcome members on Easter, April 16.

lenTen reaDing group - We will be discussing the 
book, “Beyond Resistance: The Institutional Church 
Meets the Postmodern World,” on Friday evenings 
at 5 pm at Karen Eaton’s house. The group begins 
on March 3. Let the office know if you plan to attend 
and if you need a book.

neeD a Daily boosT For lenT? A thought, a devotional, 
an idea for living our faith, a quick prayer? Here’s a 
thing you might try: d365 is an online daily devotional 
service of our progressive partners, the Cooperative 
Baptist Fellowship, the Presbyterian Church (USA) and 

the Episcopal Church. 
It’s written for youth 
and young adults, but 
seems good for just 
about anybody. 

(Pastor Deb just tried it!) You can sign up for a daily 
email, or download the app to your phone or tablet. 
It’s free, and you don’t have to keep it forever if you 
change your mind. Go to d365.org to join in.

TaKe noTice
your prayers are requested for Ron Fader, 
Kathy DeBarr and the Scroggins family.


