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Woodside Church is a progressive Christian community 
committed to nurturing freedom, honesty and diversity,

where members and friends live Jesus’ way of social justice.   
A Congregation of the United Church of Christ and American Baptist Churches. 
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Micah’s Table: 
Ways We’re Doing JusTice anD loving KinDness 

WanT To geT involveD? Read the newsletter! 
We try to keep you informed of events both at 
Woodside and in the area. Woodside has groups and 
committees you can join depending on your interests 
and talents; meeting times are in the newsletter. Or 
you can check our Facebook page www.facebook.
com/woodsidechurchofflint.

Day of eMpaThy - An opportunity for those 
personally affected by the criminal justice system 
to raise awareness of the harmful consequences 
of mass incarceration. A training session to help 
tell your story in the most efficient/powerful 
way possible will be held on Feb 25 in Ann Arbor, 
then participants will gather Mar 1 in Lansing for 
breakfast, networking, a panel discussion, and one-
on-one meetings with legislative leaders. Register 
at www.miccd.org/events. 
can you represenT WooDsiDe? The Flint Recovery 
Group is a partnership of organizations and 
individuals working together to create solutions to 
the Water Crisis. Meetings are every other Thurs at 
3 pm in the dome behind Flint City Hall. If you can 
attend these meetings to represent Woodside, please 
let us know. The next meeting will be Mar 2. For 
more information, visit www.flintcares.com/about/.
Michigan Progressive Summit hosts a day of speakers, 
workshops, and training to help progressives 
organize and work for their communities. Event 
is Mar 4 in Lansing, last day to register is Fri, Feb 
24 http://themichigansummit.org/

selMa soliDariTy March - Remembering “Bloody 
Sunday” and the fight for equal voting rights, meet 
at Flint City Hall Mar 5 at 3 pm.

rise WiTh sTanDing rocK! March on Washington 
and rise in solidarity with the Indigenous 
peoples of the world as they fight for their 
rights to protect their homelands, environment, 
and future generations. There will be a UCC 
presence, and you’re encouraged to wear 
purple for Lent. Friday, Mar 10.

big neWs!!!!!! 
DiD you KnoW? If you text 520-200-2223 with 
your ZIP code, you will receive a text with 
your government officials and their phone 
numbers; save their numbers to your phone 
and let them know what you’re thinking! (I 
did this and immediately had a text with 5 
officials’ info).

This WeeK aT WooDsiDe 2/26 - 3/4
sun: 2/26  9:30 am Adult forum
 11 am Worship, then
  conversation and coffee
Mon: 2/27            Office Closed
WeD: 3/1 5:30pm Ash Wednesday
  service 
 6 pm  Marketing Committee
 7 pm Choir Rehearsal
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WalK huMbly WiTh your goD
DaybreaK - Have you been meaning to check 
out Daybreak? Join us tonight, Thurs, Feb 23, 
at 6:30 pm and see what it’s all about. Every 
time is different as we expand on ideas raised on 
Sunday. Coffee and childcare are provided.

ash WeDnesDay begins our Lenten observance 
Mar 1, which means Feb 28 is Mardi Gras. If you’d 
like to grab some helpers and plan a party or 
pancake supper, we empower you. Let us know! 

burning aWay The Things ThaT haunT us: In 
preparation for Lent, we’ll continue our tradition 
of throwing our burdens into a fire. Join us for 
worship the 26th.  

MeMber inforMaTion sessions begin Mar 5 with 
a series of 5 sessions, 9:30 am Sundays. New to 
Woodside? Want to renew your Woodside life? 
This is how you do it. We will welcome members 
on Easter, Apr 16.

lenTen reaDing group - We will be discussing 
the book, “Beyond Resistance: The Institutional 
Church Meets the Postmodern World,” on Friday 
evenings at 5 pm at Karen Eaton’s house. The 
group begins Mar 3. Let the office know if you 
plan to attend and if you need a book.

froM The eDiTor
A Lenten Tune-up: Weekly readings for Lent, 2017 

The weekly lenten reading is here, but you may pick up the entire booklet from the office. 
ash WeDnesDay “And Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, returned from the Jordan, and was led by the Spirit for forty 
days in the wilderness,”  Luke 4: 1,2a
have you ever noTiceD?  Stringed instrument players are always tuning their instruments.  A cellist in the orchestra 
or a guitar-playing youth leader at camp can’t keep their fingers off those little knobs attached to the strings! 
Guitars, violins, violas and their stringed friends are very easily affected by many things. The room temperature 
can play havoc on their behavior. Being tossed around and bumped against is a huge disturbance.  Even simply 
doing what they are made to do, making music, quickly wears them out and they go flat.  Strings know what 
humans know, life is tough and tiring and we all need to be tuned up. That is what Lent is all about.  We grow 
weary. Our faith can flag. The headlines can exhaust us.  Standing in front of government offices or marching in 
demonstrations leaves us bone tired. Our bodies need refreshment. Our souls need rejuvenation. The instrument 
player tunes the strings in three ways, so I have learned.  The strings are tuned to each other on the same 
instrument.  They also have to be in tune with all the other instruments in the orchestra or band.  Finally, the 
strings need to be in tune in their player’s ear.  Being a guitar string sounds like being a person of faith to me.  
First, each of us needs to be in tune with our own selves.  Then we need to be in tune with others around us and 
sharing life on earth with us.  Finally, very importantly, our humanity seeks to be in tune with all that is holy in 
the universe, with God, many will say.  Such is the goal of a Lenten Tune-up. 

Meditation
May this Lent be a time for finding quiet spaces and a deep well of water for our thirsty spirits.  May the 

dissonance of our lives be brought into harmony with all that is holy and good. 
Kendall Brown, co-editor.
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TaKe noTice
your prayers are 
requested for Ron Fader, 
Kathy DeBarr and the 
Scroggins family.

neeD a Daily boosT for lenT? A thought, a 
devotional, an idea for living our faith, a quick 
prayer? Here’s a thing you might try: d365 
is an online daily devotional service of our 
progressive partners, the Cooperative Baptist 
Fellowship, the Presbyterian Church (USA) and 
the Episcopal Church. It’s written for youth and 
young adults, but seems good for just about 
anybody. 

(Pastor Deb just 
tried it!) You 
can sign up for 
a daily email, or 
download the app 
to your phone or 

tablet. It’s free, and you don’t have to keep it 
forever if you change your mind. Go to d365.
org to join in.


