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Woodside Church is a progressive Christian community 
committed to nurturing freedom, honesty and diversity,

where members and friends live Jesus’ way of social justice. 
  

a Congregation of the United Church of Christ and American Baptist Churches 

Flint Town — a new miniseries. 
Flint Town is an 8-episode docudrama that hit Netflix last week. Created 
by the filmmakers who produced T-Rex, the award-winning documentary 
about Claressa Shields, Flint Town depicts the city through the eyes of 
law enforcement; it was shot in 2015-16, the height of the water crisis 
and the presidential election season. (Woodside footage is included, FYI.) 

There is no doubt that the attention Flint has gotten these past couple 
of years feels different depending on proximity. Those far away may 
see the city as a metaphor or cautionary tale; those closest to Flint may 
experience grief in the reality, frustration that any depiction is incomplete, 
or, as below, anger that the city is being exploited again for someone's 
profit. This series is certainly sparking conversation. 

Vogue calls Flint Town "a Mesmerizing and Troubling Portrait of Police 
and Race in Small-City America." 

Charlie LeDuff, a Detroit-based writer for The New Yorker, calls it and Flint 
"a story of the struggle to survive....How does law enforcement work in a 
place in constant crisis? The answer is that it doesn’t, not really."

The Detroit Free Press quotes one of the filmmakers: "We just saw 
firsthand the toll it takes on a person when living in a place like Flint, with 
poverty so high and crime just being a part of everyday life."

The Daily Nebraskan comments:"Everyone is stuck. Whether they are 
held here through a job promising a better future, or the fear of leaving 
what you have always known, each individual in this documentary is a 
prisoner of Flint."  

The Chattanooga (TN) Pulse calls it "a hard look at a failed city," but 
comments that "Flint Town is a series that looks unflinchingly at a serious 
problem and offers no solutions. Political leanings aside, we can all agree 
that Flint is our collective responsibility."

Perhaps that is the hopefulness we can find in the production — collective 
responsibility. (disclaimer: I've seen only one episode. -ed)

Woodsider Desiree Duell, brought her own proximity to a review of the 
series, and consented to having her thoughts published here. If you would 
like to offer your thoughts, we'd be happy to print them also. Please note: 
This is intended to represent Desiree's opinion only, and we make no 
representation to the accurate assessment of Netflix' or the producers' 
protocols. (Warning: Spoiler Alerts)  

Flint Town: Representation, Audience, and Aesthetics 
I was away on a graduate residency when the documentary series, 
Flint Town was released. As I am an artist who uses art as tool to 
disrupt dominant narratives about poverty, and seeks collective 
agency in the community, a friend wanted to know my opinion.

Flint Town is a classic example of 'poverty porn.' Poverty porn 
objectifies those living in poverty and their suffering for the 
media/arts/entertainment to elicit an emotional response and 
generate a profit. Poverty Porn helps no one except those making 
money off of it.

The series tells a very singular story about the Flint Police 
Department. Flint police and community officers do need funding 
to keep community-policing going, to keep out state police. The 
film failed to mention that state police patrols were increased in 
the City of Flint in summer of 2015. 

There are no trigger warnings indicating there are highly graphic 
images of violence in this series. I almost threw up watching the 
first episode. Trigger warnings should be at the beginning of every 
episode. 

The stereotypical poverty tropes of liquor stores, black on black 
violence, abandoned buildings, churches, and cops is neither 
complex nor interesting. Flint has rich culture that makes it 
distinct (and I'm not talking about downtown). Erasure of our 
culture is dehumanizing and this representation furthers shame 
and negative images of our city. 

One mother watched the series to — unknowingly — have to 
relive her son’s murder. I have spoken to others who lost loved 
ones, who were not notified about being represented in this film. 
Victims of violent crimes and family members should have been 
asked, and consent to have their images represented in the film. 
No mother should have her son's death memorialized for public 
entertainment. 

The over-representation of police shootings and very little 
representation of police brutality in the context of the national 
narrative only reinforces systematic racism. Due to Netflix’s 
national audience, this film is more than a representation of 
Flint. It will be read as a representation of all predominantly black 
urban areas.

Aesthetically, the over-stylized glossy images almost make the 
movie seem fictionalized; this is very dangerous as we as a culture 
love to consume violence. The mothers, children, youth, and 
adults that were victims of violence and those who committed 
violence are real people. The aerial shots of Flint made it seem 
like a large urban city; this is a town, a small town with big city 
problems. 

Our pain should NOT be for public consumption. Our pain should 
NOT be someone's Sunday Netflix binge. Our pain should NOT be 
for someone else's profit. All proceeds of this film should go back 
directly to the Flint community. 

to add your thoughts, email pastor deb (debc@woodsidechurch.net) 
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In Our Congregation
New Members! 9:30 Sunday, we continue our membership series. 
We're going to talk about the bible! Join us in Pr Deb's office.  

Time to Spring Forward! This weekend, change your clocks, or 
you'll be late. Or early. Who knows. 

Alliance Of Baptists Annual Meeting 
You heard Pr Deb talk about this last Sunday. It happens in Dayton, 
OH, April 26-28, around the theme Earth: Beloved Community, and 
features Ched Myers, a biblical justice guru, as keynoter. (Pr Deb 
is preaching at the Sat evening worship.) If you're interested in 
attending, check this out: https://allianceofbaptists.org/calendar/
event/annual-gathering-2018-dayton-ohio.

The AOB is one of our Baptist affiliations, a group that broke from 
the Southern Baptist Convention 30 years ago. It seems to be the 
most progressive of the Baptist organizations. 

Micah's Table: all about justice...
Race and Housing. In  connection with the exhibit, An Equal 
Opportunity Lie, about Flint housing segregation in the 1950s and 
60s, the Sloan Museum is hosting a lecture and discussion about 
fair housing in the past and present, including Flint's 1968 open 
housing ordinance. The exhibit runs until May 27. The Race and 
Housing lecture is 7 pm Wed, Mar 21. Woodside was among 
the pioneers and prophets in this housing battle. We recently 
uncovered a photo of our Flag of Humanity carried by Woodsiders 
in a housing march. 

Transition Notes
Final Sale Tomorrow: Mar 9, 9a-4p. Last chance for a 
Woodside treasure. Among items up for grabs: a Thurston scissor 
wall lamp, several pieces of original art, a John Challis harpsichord, 
a tympani or two, a couple dozen blue-and-maple folding chairs. 

Office Relocation: We're moving the offices Mar 23, and 
expect to be up and running Mar 27. Our new offices will be at 
727 East Street, but note our new mailing address: PO Box 1109, 
Flint MI, 48501. Our phone number is not expected to change. 

Worship
Here's where to find us: 
Mar 11 & 18, we gather in the chapel (surrounded by the 

fabulous gallery of Woodside saints; thanks, Wes and Chris.) 

Mar 25, our final Sunday at 1509, we worship in the sanctuary. 

Mar 29, Agape Meal for Maundy Thursday, 6 pm in the chapel. 

Mar 30, Good Friday "Tenebrae" service, 8 pm in the chapel. 
(This is among the most dramatic services in the history of christian 
worship. You really don't want to miss it.) 

April 1, Easter: we'll gather in our new home, 727 East Street, 
in the auditorium of Court Street Village. Parking in the rear. We'll 
soon have promo postcards to help you find your way and invite 
a friend. 

**Please note that we're sharing this new home with the staff 
and community organizations affiliated with Court Street Village. 
This will be a time of patience and grace, as we adapt to new 
friends, neighbors and cohabitants.**  

For our final Sunday at 1509, Palm Sunday, March 25 
decommissioning. When a church building is to be "released" 

to a non-church purpose, it is customary to mark the occasion 
with liturgy, sort of the opposite of a dedication. We'll do that, as 
we say goodbye to this long-time home, and embrace the journey 
to a new Woodside. 

A Manna Jar. When Israel was in the wilderness all those 
decades, God fed them manna, "bread from heaven," and 
instructed them to keep a jar on the altar as a remembrance that 
God provides. We hope not to be in the wilderness quite that 
long, but we're taking a manna jar along, just to remember that 
we aren't left to our own devices. God is with us! 

You can help.  March 25, during our final worship, we'll fill the 
jar. In the small clip-out to the left, please, write a note of how you 
see God sustaining us — whatever small encouragement or major 
signs you see that this wilderness is not our final story, or ways 
you see us being fed in the desert. Write as many as you'd like. 
Then, bring it/them along on Palm Sunday, when, during worship, 
we'll place them in the jar on our altar for safekeeping. 

manna for woodside
God sustains us in the in-between times... 

                      

        

        

        

        

        

        

        

        

        

        

        

        

        

Next Week at Woodside  
Sun 9:30 Membership series/Pr Deb's office
  Adult Forum/wherever you can find chairs
 11 am Worship in the Chapel
  then conversation & coffee in the lobby
Tues-Fri 9a-5p Office Open
Tues/thurs 8a-6p Wildroot @ Woodside
Wed 5:30p Lenten Soup and Bread 


