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Woodside Church is a progressive Christian community 
committed to nurturing freedom, honesty and diversity,

where members and friends live Jesus’ way of social justice. 
  

A Congregation of the United Church of Christ and American Baptist Churches. 
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from the pastor...  Holy Week
Shortly, we will enter into a lengthy and sacred time, the end of Jesus' life, which we call Holy Week. Monday, 
Tuesday, Wednesday each have their events, but the most distinctive days are Palm Sunday, Maundy Thursday and 
Good Friday. Woodside is observing all of these, each with its own mood.

the week beginS with the parade into Jerusalem, which we recall on Palm Sunday, April 9. It was 
the day Jesus used street theatre as protest, and rivaled Herod as “King of the Jews,” pretty much 
setting in motion the events leading to his death. We’ll gather in the circular drive that morning, 
for our own parade of palms into the sanctuary. We’ll have palms, but feel free to bring whatever 
makes you feel more parade-like. (Kazoos wouldn’t be totally out of the question.) The post-
parade mood turns ugly, (some people didn’t think Jesus was respectful enough), and the Readers 
Theatre, directed by Jeff Springgay, will tell the story in a new and compelling way. Palm Sunday, 
April 9, 11 am.

the reSt of the weekend is really just one unending event. The last meal, the betrayal and arrest, the ridiculous 
excuse for a trial, the execution, the burial, and resurrection. We call it “Triduum,” three days, and it is the highlight 
of the Christian liturgical year. 

Maundy thurSday: The meal we celebrate as Holy Communion, Eucharist, the Lord’s Supper, 
began with Jesus gathering with his friends the night he was arrested. He knew things would get 
ugly, that his friends would be challenged, that he would likely end up dead. So he poured wine 
and broke bread and told them that he would be with them no matter what. Do this, he said, to 
remember me. Thursday, we’ll gather in the chapel at supper time for an Agape Meal, reminiscent 
of that last night. Songs, prayers, readings and a meal, including soup and fruit, plus bread and 
wine of communion. A holy night, a time of remembering. Maundy Thursday, April 13, 6 pm.

then, friday, “Good Friday” we call it. The night begins with intrigue and 
ends with death. We’ll gather in the chapel after sunset, for Tenebrae, a service of shadows and 
darkness. In this most dramatic worship service of the Christian faith, we’ll experience the gradual 
darkening of the space as the readings move us from life to death, as Jesus is arrested in his favorite 
prayer place, crucified, and utters his last breath. A series of readings and songs take us through 
the events, leading to the strepitus, the “great noise,” which recall the piercing agony of his final 
cry and the earthquake we are told accompanied his death. We leave the church in darkness and 
in silence, nothing left to do but ponder what they’ve done to Jesus, what we’ve done to Jesus.  

Good Friday Tenebrae, April 14, 8 pm.

eaSter, the Festival of the Resurrection, will of course come on Sunday. We’ll join in a spirit 
of delight, relief, joy and celebration. Jesus doesn’t stay dead. Things we thought would kill 
our spirits don’t. Forces that think they rule the world don’t. Blessing and honor and glory 
and power are beyond the reach of those who mean harm. Life is new. Of course we’ll gather!  
Sunday, April 16, 11 am! 

- pastor deb



Micah’s Table: 
We’re Doing JusTice, loving KinDness... 

Check our Facebook page www.facebook.com/woodsidechurchofflint.

The People Power group (ACLU) meet at Woodside Sat, Apr 1 at 4:30. If 
you were unable to attend an ACLU Resistance Training event on Mar 11, 
the video is available to watch online at peoplepower.org. 

Indivisible is a nationwide movement started by former congressional 
staffers who created "Indivisible: A Practical Guide for Resisting the Trump 
Agenda." Learn more about the movement, download a copy of the guide, 
and find local groups at www.indivisibleguide.com. Indivisible-Southern 
Genesee County's next meeting is Mon, Apr 10, 6:30 pm, at John's Pizzeria 
in Fenton.

American Muslims: Fact vs. Fiction is a presentation offered by the Flint 
Islamic Center in Swartz Creek. There will be coffee & conversation. Wed, 
Apr 12 at 6:30 pm.

Stand With Trans Rally at the Michigan State Capitol Building in support of 
Gavin Grimm, whose bathroom access case was supposed to be heard by the 
Supreme Court in March, and all transgender youth. Tues, Mar 28 at 10 am.

Connect the Blocks Flint Neighborhood Summit, hosted by the 
Community Foundation of Greater Flint, is an opportunity for residents and 
groups to connect and share resources for improving the community. Sat, 
Apr 8, 11 am at the Flint Insight Institute of Neurosurgery & Neuroscience 
(IINN) at Saginaw & Hemphill. For more info and to register (Apr 3 deadline), 
visit www.cfgf.org.
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“huDDle” inforMaTion

Flint Huddle is the follow-up to the Women’s March, all about public 
awareness, holding our government officials accountable, and taking action. 
New members welcome! Take a look here for a resource list. Upcoming 
Huddle events:

-Flint Huddle Meeting, all action teams together, Sat, Apr 1, 1 pm, 
Woodside.

calenDar of acTivisM

Mar 28, 10am -    Stand with Trans
     Rally
Apr 1, 1pm -     Flint Huddle
          4:30pm -  People Power 
     Group (ACLU)
Apr 8,  11am -     Connect the Blocks
Apr 10, 6:30pm - Indivisible mtg
Apr 12, 6:30pm - American Muslims

@
w i l d r o o t  a t  w o o d s i d e

coffee you already love, no charge, with space to be yourself .

tuesdays & thursdays 8 am unt i l  6  pm 
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From our co-Editor (Kendall Brown)
A Lenten Tune-up: Weekly Readings for Lent

Week 4 (Mar 26)
Dissonance is: 
1. a mingling of sounds that strike the ear harshly :  a mingling of discordant sounds; especially, music :  
a clashing or unresolved musical interval or chord 
2. lack of agreement <the dissonance between the truth and what people want to believe>; especially :  
inconsistency between the beliefs one holds or between one's actions and one's beliefs 
— Synonyms:  conflict, disaccord, discordance, discordancy, disharmony, dissension (also dissention), 
dissent, dissidence, discord, disunion, disunity, division, friction, infighting, schism, strife, variance, war, 
warfare. Merriam-Webster
                                                                                                                                                                                                                      

My teacher started me off with three major chords to learn on my guitar. They are called “major” because they 
require a major contortion and stretching of my poor fingers desperately trying to find the tiny, singular place to play 
the wanted notes! (Ed note - That's not the reason.)

After a few lessons and a long ways from mastering any major chords, he turned my attention to a couple minor 
chords. What a relief. I mastered the first minor chord on the first try. It is so much easier because it only requires 
the use of two fingers, instead of three. I love playing the Em (E minor) chord. Major chords are turned into minor 
chords by adding a small dissonance to the chord’s harmony by slightly changing one note in the chord. I find the 
dissonant minor chords easy to play on the guitar.

Singing in a chorus, it is just the opposite. When I have to sing the dissonant note in a choral composition, my whole 
ear, brain, vocal chords and being fight against it. My voice goes naturally and easily for the harmony of a major 
chord. Give me the job of providing the dissonant tone by singing the one note in the chord that changes the major 
to a minor when all the other parts of the chorus are singing the major notes and I think that I have died and gone 
to hell. 

Now, isn’t that just the way it is in life. Look at all the synonyms for ‘dissonance’ above. Horrible stuff like strife, 
schism, and warfare! And it all comes as easy as minor chords come to my fingers. And as in singing, our whole being 
desires that we be in harmony with others. Sometimes we will sell ourselves short for that harmony. Bonhoeffer 
called that “cheap grace.” Al Anon calls it “peace at any price.” 

The dissonance reminds us there is work to be done and not to run away from. Many songs end on a minor chord.  
That ending leaves us looking for more as our inner being yearns to be in harmony, not in discord. The composer 
uses this device to remind us that the story of the song is not finished when the song itself ends. Dissonance always 
reminds us that the story is not over and that the hope for harmony is still in front of us. 

 Meditation
This message can only end on a minor chord that signals, 

“Hope, for harmony is yet to come.”

3

in our congregaTion

We are informed...

Our Prayers have been requested for Ron Fader and Kathy 
DeBarr. 

Save the Date Sun, Apr 30, to hear our guest minister and 
President of the United Church of Christ, John Dorhauer! More 
information is upcoming. 

nexT WeeK aT WooDsiDe

Sun 9:30 am Adult forum
  Member Info Class
 11 am Worship, then 
  conversation and coffee
Mon  Office Closed
Tue  8 am-6 pm Wildroot at Woodside
Wed 7 pm No Choir Rehearsal
Thur  8 am-6 pm Wildroot at Woodside
Fri 5 pm Book Club at Karen's



...Walking Humbly with God

A Readers’ Theatre is in the works for Palm Sunday, 
organized by Jeff Springgay. Rehearsals will be Sun, 
Apr 2 at 12:15 pm and Sun Apr 9 at 9:30am.

Lenten Reading Group - We are discussing the book, 
“Beyond Resistance: The Institutional Church Meets 
the Postmodern World,” on Friday evenings at 5 pm at 
Karen Eaton’s house. Join us if you like. Let the office 
know if you need a book.

Another New Book Group is on Sundays, at 9:30 am 
in the Parlor. They are reading “The World Without Us” 
by Allan Wesman. Sign up on interest sheet on the 
Micah Table. Books are in the office if you need one.

we're having CoMpany! 
This Sunday, Mar 26, Woodside will welcome Rev. 
Douglas Harris and Rev. Carol McVetty, partners 
serving as the Interim Executive Ministers of 
the American Baptist Churches of Metro Chicago 
(ABCMC) (one of our two denominations). Doug 
and Carol previously served the North Shore 
Baptist Church in Chicago for 20 years, and 
before that, the First Baptist Church in Detroit. 

Woodside, you know, is really still the First Baptist 
Church of Flint, (but part of the United Church of 
Christ, also, since the 1950s). 

We depend on both our denominations for 
guidance and encouragement, and are so pleased 
Doug and Carol will be with us in this time of 
rejuvenating our congregation's location and 
mission. 

Come to worship March 26! Meet our guests from 
the wider church, which supports us and helps us 
broaden our own mission reach.

(Later, in April, we'll have the president of the UCC, 
Rev John Dorhauer, as our guest.)
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From our co-Editor (Amber Dougherty)

Seeking New Prophets – and SALT
Now the people of the city said to Elisha, “The location of 
this city is good, as my lord sees; but the water is bad, and 
the land is unfruitful.” He said, “Bring me a new bowl, and 
put salt in it.” So they brought it to him. Then he went to the 
spring of water and threw the salt into it, and said, “Thus 
says the Lord, I have made this water wholesome; from 
now on neither death nor miscarriage shall come from it.” 
So the water has been wholesome to this day, according to 
the word that Elisha spoke. (2 Kings 2:19-22)

On March 13, at an event co-sponsored by the ACLU and 
Michigan Faith in Action, Rev. Dr. William J. Barber visited 
Flint with a call to action, a call for justice and unity. He had 
a lot to say about the people who knowingly allowed the city 
of Flint to be poisoned and the reasons they may have been 
willing to turn a blind eye to the people of Flint, and he called 
for the people who have been affected, directly or indirectly, 
to stand up against oppression. He also reminded us that 
Flint is not an isolated instance of (literal or figurative) 
poisoning, and it is important to work together to change 
the system.

Referencing Elisha cleansing the water of Jericho with salt, 
Rev. Barber called for us all to be SALT: Someone Always 
Lifting Truth. He called for resistance, for civil disobedience 
– and a willingness to go to jail. He called for faith leaders 
to raise their voices and lead the way, and he was not shy 
about condemning those faith leaders who were unwilling to 
speak up as being complicit in the oppression, stating “one 
of the problems right now...is that sometimes the rappers 
are more truthful than the preachers.” Referencing Michael 
Moore’s assertion that Gov. Snyder should be arrested, 
Rev. Barber told clergy and other faith leaders “if you’re too 
scared to say that in Flint, then you’re not deserving of the 
people that follow you.”

Reminding us that Elisha was a young, new prophet at the 
time, and that it is important not to get so caught up looking 
for the old prophets that we miss the new ones, Rev. Barber 
called forth the millennials from the crowd, declaring them 
“young SALT.” Then, he called forth those 70 and older, 
declaring them “old SALT.” He encouraged all of them, and 
everyone in between, to work together with our different 
skill sets to continue to raise our voices and draw attention 
to our situation, lest the rest of the country, because we are 
quiet, assume that everything has been fixed.  

The following is a link that allows people to hear and see Dr. 
Barber's talk.

h t t p s : / / l i v e s t r e a m . c o m / a c c o u n t s / 5 1 8 8 2 6 6 /
events/7131398/videos/151714366


