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Woodside Church is a progressive Christian community 
committed to nurturing freedom, honesty and diversity,

where members and friends live Jesus’ way of social justice. 
  

a Congregation of the United Church of Christ and American Baptist Churches 

R e v .  D r .  D e b o r a h  D e M a r s  C o n r a d ,  P a s t o r   A n n e  O p e r ,  O f f i c e  M a n a g e r

A m b e r  D o u g h e r t y  a n d  K e n d a l l  B r o w n ,  c o - e d i t o r s

“Triduum” means “three days,” and refers to the 
time from Jesus’ last meal to his resurrection. 
In the church ancient and modern, this is often 
observed as a single liturgical event, as one part 
can make no sense without the others. 
Aidan Kavanaugh, monk, priest, professor of 
liturgy, wrote this: 
“To know Christ sacramentally only in terms of 
bread and wine is to know him only partially, in 
the dining room as host and guest. It is a valid 
enough knowledge, but its ultimate weakness 
when isolated is that it is perhaps too civil… 
However elegant the knowledge of the dining 
room may be, it begins in the soil, in the barnyard, 
in the slaughterhouse; amid the quiet violence of 
the garden, strangled cries, and fat spitting in 
the pan. Table manners depend on something’s 
having been grabbed by the throat. A knowledge 
that ignores these dark and murderous human 
gestes is losing its grip on the human condition.” 
Our Easter faith is shallow without the awareness 
of all from which we need to be saved. Our Easter 
celebration is muted unless it walks through the 
valley of the shadow of death. 
So, we gather. Thursday, for a remembrance of 
Jesus’ last meal – the meal in which he instituted 

Holy Communion as the defining act around 
which we gather each week, and the meal in 
which we washed his disciples’ feet as an act of 
servanthood. (We’ll save the foot-washing for 
another year.) 
Friday, we witness the brutality of crucifixion, 
the ugliness of humanity’s need for power – 
something being grabbed by the throat. Jesus 
died because he refused the seduction of empire; 
he died a ghastly and humiliating death reserved 
for traitors and instigators. This day, there is no 
communion meal. Jesus is dead. 
Saturday, we keep watch. The body is buried, the 
mourning is overwhelming. 
Then, Sunday, dawn finds the grave empty, and 
the story begins to take shape, disciples begin to 
find new purpose. We’ll celebrate the Eucharistic 
meal again – the Great Thanksgiving—and finally 
utter alleluia once more, the joyful word we’ve 
put aside throughout our Lenten walk. 
Welcome, to the foreboding meal, the awful 
death, the incredibility of life.

-- pastor deb

from the pastor... Triduum

Holy Week

Maundy Thursday: Agape Meal, April 13, 6 pm.
Good Friday: Tenebrae, April 14, 8 pm.

Easter Sunday, The Festival of the Resurrection, 
April 16, 11 am. 



Micah’s Table: 
We’re Doing Justice, Loving Kindness... 

Find more here: www.facebook.com/woodsidechurchofflint.

ACLU sub-Huddle meets again Tue, Apr 18, 6pm, at 
Woodside. You are welcome! 
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In Our Congregation
We are informed...Our Prayers have been requested for 
Kathy DeBarr and Miriam Schaefer (who is getting physical 
Therapy at Briarwood). 

'The World Without Us' Book Group meets 9:30 Sundays 
in the Parlor. You're welcome! Books are in the office... 

Sunday School for children is done for the season. Easter 
is a wonderful time for families to worship together. Yes, 
we're a few weeks earlier than usual,  but everything we do 
depends on volunteers. We'll begin in the summer planning 
for next year’s program. You are encouraged to join in! 

Meanwhile, the Nursery for our infants and toddlers will 
continue every Sunday. If you have any questions, please 
contact Karen Eaton.

Annual Meeting is May 21. If you are a board officer, 
represent a group, or are the head of a committee, it's time 
to write your annual report! We need these in the office not 
later than May 2. Help us keep you informed! 

Next Week at Woodside (4/16 to 4/22)

Sun 11 am Worship, then 
   conversation and coffee
Mon   Office Closed
Tue  8 am-6 pm Wildroot at Woodside
   Office Closed for Easter
 6 pm ACLU Sub-Huddle
Wed 7 pm Choir Rehearsal
Thur 8 am-6 pm Wildroot at Woodside
 6 pm Daybreak
Fri 3:30 pm Property Committee Mtg

From our co-Editor (Kendall Brown)
Daybreak – A Place for You?

“Somewhere there’s a place for you.” That place may be many things but if it is anything it is community.

Being in a community is one of life’s essentials for most people. Daybreak (every other Thursday at 6:30p.m. in the 
chapel) is a place for seekers to find community. 

The hospitality that you will find here is defined by the author, Henri Nouwen: “Hospitality is not to change people, but 
to offer them space where change can take place…(it) is not an educated intimidation with good books, good stories 
and good works, but the liberation of fearful hearts so that words can find roots and bear ample fruit. It is not a method 
of making our God and our way into the criteria of happiness, but the opening of an opportunity for others to find their 
God and their way… and discover themselves as created free; free to sing their own songs, speak their own languages, 
dance their own dances; free also to leave and follow their own vocations. Hospitality “is not a subtle invitation to adopt 
the life of the host, but the gift of a chance for the guest to find his own.” (from Reaching Out) 

Join us for the free exchange of ideas, the liberation of not having to accept someone else’s truth for you, and a really 
great cup of coffee! The next DAYBREAK is on Thursday, April 20th.


