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FROM THE PASTOR… 

So, someone forwarded me a 

posting today, a photo of an ad for 

Match.com, a dating website. The 

ad was a billboard in a London 

mass transit station, and featured 

a young adult with red hair and 

freckles. Here’s what the ad said: 

“If you don’t like your 

imperfections, someone else will.” 

There’s another poster in the 

series that features a young person 

with one brown eye and one blue 

eye. Same tagline.  

Yeah, I learned early – elementary 

school, actually – that red hair and 

freckles are “imperfections,” as are 

extremes of height or differences 

of weight. Honestly, I thought we’d 

moved on. I guess not. The ad has 

been removed due to strong public 

backlash, but the thoughts linger 

about the ways we judge and 

divide and disempower one 

another.  

In other backlash news, North 

Carolina is reeling this week from 

its so-called bathroom bill, the 

legislation that would require 

transgender men and women to 

use the bathroom aligning with 

gender as assigned at birth, mostly 

based on anatomy, rather than the 

gender aligning with identity – the 

one based on that deep 

psychological and spiritual self-

knowing that the bravest among us 

are claiming and proclaiming, to 

the chagrin and sometimes 

hostility of a terrified world.  

North Carolina has gotten 

complaints and criticism from 

companies and churches, and from 

other states and municipalities 

(including this week Royal Oak, 

MI), about the nonsense of this 

bill, the unnecessary sanction and 

discrimination against people who 

are generally minding their own 

business.    

North Carolina isn’t alone, of 

course; some 20 states have 

introduced bathroom bills, and 

this, of course, is in addition to the 

states that have passed “religious 

freedom” bills, allowing 

discrimination against LGBT folks, 

as long as your discrimination is 

based on religion.    

South Carolina, you may 

remember, is my home state, and 

has its own version of the 

bathroom bill in the midst of 

hearings this week. The governor is 

against it, as is the Chamber of 

Commerce. The county sheriff 

couldn’t attend the hearings, but 

wrote a letter of opposition. He 

said, among other things, 

according to The State newspaper, 

that, in his 41 years in law 

enforcement in the state, “I have 

never heard of a transgender 

person attacking or otherwise 

bothering someone in a restroom. 

This is a non-issue.” 

Here in Michigan, the state Board 

of Education has proposed 

guidelines to keep transgender 

kids safe in schools (as well as 

lesbian and gay kids), including 

bathroom usage in conformity 

with gender identity. The response 

has overwhelmingly been vitriolic, 

tinged with fear, ignorance and 

animosity. The guidelines are 

forward-thinking, but progress 

often looks radical and 

unreasonable. (They include a 

smart but unpopular provision that 

parents of transgender kids should 

only be notified with the students’ 

assent, since parents are often 

hostile to their own transgender 

kids.) Our legislature has 

threatened to withhold a portion 

of state education funding if these 

guidelines are adopted. (You can 

read about it here and find a link 

to the proposed guidelines here.)  

Michigan Board of Ed needs us. 

The public comments are lopsided 

in their opposition to these safety 

measures. The public comment 

window has been extended to May 

11, and you can offer your 

thoughts here. 

As a lesbian, I am all too familiar 

with the scorn, the verbal assaults, 

the fear, the ostracism based on 

the lack of understanding. As a 

redhead with freckles, I know the 

(see “from the Pastor,” continued on page 3) 

http://www.freep.com/story/news/education/2016/03/23/republican-state-board-policy-lgbtq/82183734/
http://everyvoicecountsmi.org/136/public-comment-on-the-state-board-of-education-draft-statement-and-guidance-on-safe-and-supportive-learning-environments-for-lesbian-gay-bisexual-transgender-and-questioning-lgbtq-students
http://everyvoicecountsmi.org/136/public-comment-on-the-state-board-of-education-draft-statement-and-guidance-on-safe-and-supportive-learning-environments-for-lesbian-gay-bisexual-transgender-and-questioning-lgbtq-students#respond
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The “Kids To Camp” Growing Together Event (Because we love camp and we’re soooooo tired of winter.) 

For the millionth consecutive summer, Woodside wants to send our kids to camp! (We do our best to make this possible 

for all our kids without a financial strain on families.) We need your help.  

This is a multi-part flower/plant event, so pay attention:  

Part I: Choose a container. Plants are more interesting in interesting containers! April 23-24, we’ll have a “container swap” 

at church. Bring something festive — or challenging or goofy or unique — and go home with something equally inspiring. 

An old shoe, a hat, a coffee mug, a hollowed out tree stump, a paint can, a pasta jar, a cinder block…  Also, Missy and our 

younger kids are decorating special pots available for purchase that day. (This is the “rebellion against winter” part.) 

Part II: Plant something. Before May 1, turn your container into a planter, with a real plant. Folks won’t just see a shoe 

anymore; they’ll see a Queen Anne’s Lace-Up. You get the idea. (You can bring other creations, too, all with a gardening 

theme.)  

Part III: Show up on Sunday, May 1. Bring your creations and your bidding mood. Buy something in a Silent Auction for as 

much money as you want to spend. (This is the part that helps send our kids to camp.)   

Part IV: Deliver your purchase to someone you love, or put it on your coffee table. Either way, a real day brightener.  

Part V: Wave the kids off to camp, and be ready for stories on their return!  

A few notes about Silent Auctions... “Designers” should provide a suggested price for their object. Wander the 

creations along the table(s) and bid by entering your name and the amount you are willing to pay. Of course, someone 

else may follow with a slightly higher bid, so you’ll want to keep checking on your competitors! At 12:30, the bidding 

closes, and the high bidders claim their treasure(s).  

If you can bring a creation for auction, fill out the form on the table and help us plan. 

And if you want to include your kids in a camp experience, pick up a packet or a postcard with ages and dates, and watch 

for more registration info.  

Woodside’s Got Talent! 

Not done supporting kids, camp, scholarships and music? Then do this, May 12 at 5:30 pm!  

It’s a talent show.  

It’s an auction.  

It’s a dinner.  

Plus some other stuff we haven’t thought of yet!  

What can you sell? What would you like to buy? 

Is there a honey-do list you’d pay Woodside to have someone take care of?  

What talent could you imagine sharing? Can you bake a cake, sew a quilt, do yard work, make a dinner, knit a 
sweater, garden? 

Do you create art you’d like to share for the auction? Paintings, ceramics, baby bonnets, photography, woodwork, 
jewelry?   

Is there some artistic entertainment you can share? Do you do magic, juggling, stand-up comedy, dramatic reading, 
dance, play an instrument, sing (or anything else that you can think of)?  

See Leslie Cummings or Joe Eufinger, or sign up on the sheets on the table in the lobby. A light supper is $5/person 
or $20/family.  

The evening’s proceeds will benefit Music, CE Summer Camp, & Woodside Scholarships. 

FUN TIMES TO BE TOGETHER FOR A GOOD CAUSE  
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“benign” laughter, the teasing, the otherness. As a Christian pastor, I am also familiar with the basic tenet of 

every major faith -- that we love one another. 

I get tired. Tired of having to defend the right of others just to be. Tired of having to defend the boundaries of 

my own right to be. The teasing I endured as a child for my hair and skin pales in comparison to the brutality 

endured by our transgender brothers and sisters, pales in comparison to the threat of death or the 

humiliation of enduring the invasive questioning regarding our most private bodily and psychic areas.  

So, this is a faith issue for me. Not only because there are transgender Woodsiders, but because the vision we 

keep coming back to is about space for all of us, about a world that works for all of us. And because the 

opposite of faith isn’t doubt; the opposite of faith is fear.  

Red hair, freckles, eyes of two colors, same-sex orientation, anatomy inconsistent with identity: these aren’t 

imperfections; they are simply more of the variety that blesses us when we believe what we proclaim: that 

we are created in the image of God.   

I know that not everyone is in the same place, living with the same experience or the same understandings. 

But I’m happy that Woodside is the kind of welcoming place that it is, that we understand the immensity of 

God’s grace and choose to be a community reflective of that. And that when we aren’t sure, we get educated. 

And tired as we get, having to defend against whatever the current assault on humanity, we never quit 

advocating for justice, calling out bigotry and easing fear, putting ourselves in the place of the persecuted 

ones. Such was the life of Jesus; such is a life of faith.  

It’s resurrection the way we live it here.  

With you on a Woodside journey,  — pastor deb 

(From the Pastor, continued from page 1) 

Health Fair!  

Saturday April 30, 11 am—3 pm, at Woodside  

Sponsored by Motherly Intercession and Woodside’s 

Outreach and Social Action Committee, this is for 

Genesee County residents affected by incarceration; 

caregivers of children with parents who are or have 

been incarcerated; spouses or partners of incarcerated 

folks; and men and women who have themselves been 

incarcerated. Among other things, the event includes 

lead and blood pressure testing, insurance information 

and a free lunch. Call 810-630-6276 to pre-register. 

One adult from each of the first 30 families to register 

will receive a free stress-relieving mini-massage. 

Water Update: Open House   

10 am—4 pm, Sat, Apr 16 at UM-Flint Harding Mott 

University Center.  

10 am, experts will share information about clean 

water progress.  

10:30am—4pm, an Information Expo includes blood-

lead level testing, tips on how to keep your family 

safe, medical concerns, and water status report.  

Sponsored by the US EPA, the event also includes US 

Dept of Health and Human Services, MI Dept of 

Health and Human Services, MI Dept of 

Environmental Quality, Genesee County Health Dept, 

and the MI State Police/Emergency Management 

and Homeland Security. The event is fully accessible. 

If you require translation, call 810-434-5122. 

Please Recycle your water bottles. If you live in Flint, you have curbside service every two 

weeks—on the same day as your garbage pickup. If you don’t have a recycling bin, you may get 

one for free from Keep Genesee County Beautiful (conveniently located in our building’s north 

end). Also Recycle your used water filters. Take used Brita or Pur cartridges to any official 

water distribution site. There are cards on the table with more information about this. 



 

 

FAITH EXPLORATION  

CLASSES FOR ADULTS  

 Linda Angus leads a discussion of the weekly 

lectionary (the readings we’ll hear in worship). 

 Carol Higgins’ group is reading the book, God 

Not One: eight religions that run the world by 

Stephen Prothero. 

THIS WEEK AT WOODSIDE 4/17 - 4/23 

   SUNDAY:  

 4/17  9:30 am Adult forums   

   11 am Worship 

       Coffee (Outreach & Social Action) 

   MONDAY:  

 4/18 Office Closed 

   7 pm Chime Choir 

   WEDNESDAY: 

 4/20  5:30 pm Board of Directors 

   6:30 pm Hymn of the Month Club 

   7:30 pm Chancel Choir 

   THURSDAY: 

 4/21  6 pm Financial Committee 

   7 pm Daybreak Worship 
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Spring Cleaning! Join in as we organize and spruce up 

inside and out, Sat, May 7, starting at 9:30 am. For 

outside, bring gloves, rakes, shovels, wheel barrows, 

shrub trimmers. For inside, rubber gloves and boxes. 

We will have cleaning supplies and trash bags.  

Then, we have special projects you may want to tackle:  

 Shelving in the “sacristy” (aka “the organ room”) 

where Linda Worstenholm is organizing 

communion dishes, candles, linens and all things 

worship related…  

 Transforming the children's library with Karen 

Eaton, to prepare an office for interns, with adult 

sized furnishings...  

 Furnishing the house on Lyon Street for summer 

interns (move in day is May 28, but if you have 

donations or loans of furniture, bedding, and 

whatnot, see Jay Cummings for early 

arrangements)… 

Plus, that perennial favorite, clearing the 

stage!  

What’s your spiritual gift and heart’s 

delight?  

Speaking of Interns 

This summer we’re welcoming three young adults 

through the Summer Communities of Service (UCC And 

Alliance of Baptists). They are Rene Guo from China, via 

Ohio; Sarai Hayes, from North Carolina; and Max Roepe 

from Colorado. 

They’ll work with our community partners, and be with 

us a few hours a week and in worship. 

If you’d like to be part of preparing for, welcoming or 

nurturing these folks, and ensuring they have a life-

changing summer, see Karen Eaton, Jay Cummings, Chris 

Szumowicz or Deb.  

Water is a Human Right. New yards signs are here. 

Bring your old wire stands if you have them and put 

one or two in your yard. Let’s declare our solidarity and 

faith in God’s reign of justice. 

New Book Group! Fridays in May, 5:01 

pm at 501 Restaurant. The book is Pre 

Post Racial America. (available in the 

office for $17, if you can). Read the prefix 

and the first three chapters before May 

6. Pastor Jha will be with us May 29 to 

preach and lead adult forum!  

Woodside Scholarships! Applications are now 

available in the office, for undergrads or high school 

seniors. Pick it up, fill it out, turn it in; it’s that easy. 

Completed applications are due by Wed, Apr 27. 

Welcome, Campbell! Our Michigan UCC Conference 

Minister, Rev. Campbell Lovett, will be with us April 24 

for adult forum and worship, to bring us news of the 

conference and hear about Woodside’s witness in 

Flint. Plan to attend!  

Medical forms… Who should we call if you have an 

emergency? What do we need to tell to a paramedic if 

something happens here? We try to keep current info 

on our Woodsiders, confidentially, of course, and we 

have forms in the office for just such a thing. Help us 

help you. Complete a form and deliver it to Annie for 

safekeeping.  

We are informed...We have received thanks from Chris 

Monk for the caring expressions on the death of her 

mother.  


