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Woodside Church is a progressive Christian community 
committed to nurturing freedom, honesty and diversity,

where members and friends live Jesus’ way of social justice. 
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A Note From Our Co-Editor, Amber Dougherty
I wrote recently about my first visit to Woodside; I 
attended a community forum about the Flint Water Crisis 
(with special guest, Sen. Bernie Sanders). That was on 
Feb 25, 2016. 

One year and one month later, I again sat in Woodside's 
sanctuary for a community forum about the Flint Water 
Crisis. Bernie Sanders wasn't there, but the rest of it felt 
uncomfortably similar. Some of the same people telling 
the same stories, and the rest of the stories echoing 
others we have been hearing – horrifying stories about 
drinking water, bath water, even pets' water.

Anger was voiced about the blind eye turned by 
government officials, even as they brought purified water 
into government offices and allowed General Motors to 
switch back to Detroit water when Flint water was rusting 
their products. 

That GM return to Detroit water was Oct of 2014, just 
six months after the community water switch to the Flint 
River; it was another year before the people of Flint were 
deemed as important as car parts and allowed to go back 
to Detroit water, although by then the damage was done 
– to the pipes and to the people.

It’s been three years since the poisoning began and one 
year and three months since a state of emergency was 
declared, causing the national media to start paying 

attention. Flint is still in crisis.

We must continue to remind the country, and the world, 
that Flint remains in crisis. It can be exhausting to hear 
and say the same things over and over – for years – 
but people forget, distracted by any number of horrifying 
stories on the news, or, because it’s out of the news, they 
think it’s been “fixed.”

Nothing has been fixed; in fact, we are learning and being 
reminded that Flint is not alone in our suffering. Aging 
infrastructure is resulting in more cities having high lead 
levels, more citizens being poisoned – not to mention the 
pipelines, fracking, corporate waste, and more that are 
poisoning fresh water supplies everywhere.

Flint is not alone, and while knowing that does nothing 
to ease the pain, quell the anger, or heal the injuries/
injured, I hope it inspires a crusade for justice. People 
who have experienced being poisoned are in the best 
position to channel their anger and utilize their knowledge 
to not only help people who are suffering similar 
circumstances but to work to prevent future poisoning. 

We only have each other.

(If you're interested in being part of Woodside's response to 
water, see Jay Cummings or Clif Turner. Maybe you didn't know 
we have a water committee that's been working hard since early 
2015. You can help!) 

Micah’s Table: 
We’re Doing Justice, Loving Kindness... 

Find more here: www.facebook.com/woodsidechurchofflint.

Indivisible-Southern Genesee County meets Mon, Apr 
10, 6:30 pm, at John's Pizzeria/Fenton. It's a movement, 
based on "Indivisible: A Practical Guide for Resisting the 
Trump Agenda." Learn more: www.indivisibleguide.com. 

ACLU sub-Huddle meets again Tue, Apr 18, 6pm, at 
Woodside. You are welcome! 

American Muslims: Fact vs. Fiction is a presentation 
offered by the Flint Islamic Center in Swartz Creek. 
There is coffee & conversation. Wed, Apr 12 at 6:30 pm.

'Connect the Blocks' Flint Neighborhood Summit, 
will help groups share resources for improving the 
community. Sat, Apr 8, 11 am at the Flint Insight 
Institute of Neurosurgery & Neuroscience (IINN),  
Saginaw & Hemphill. For more info, visit www.cfgf.org.
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Calendar of Activism
Apr 8 11am Connect the Blocks
Apr 10 6:30pm Indivisible mtg
Apr 12 6:30pm American Muslims
Apr 18 6 pm ACLU Sub-Huddle

In Our Congregation
We are informed...Our Prayers have been requested for 
Miriam Schaefer and Kathy DeBarr. 

Palm Sunday Readers’ Theatre directed by Jeff Springgay, 
rehearses Sun, Apr 9, 9:30am. Then, showtime! 

'The World Without Us' Book Group meets 9:30 Sundays 
in the Parlor. You're welcome! Books are in the office... 

"Beyond Resistance" will not meet Friday. We finished!

Sunday School for children is done for the season. 
Palm Sunday and Easter are wonderful times for families 
to worship together. Yes, we're a few weeks earlier than 
usual,  but everything we do depends on volunteers. We'll 
begin in the summer planning for next year’s program. You 
are encouraged to join in! Meanwhile, the Nursery for our 
infants and toddlers will continue every Sunday. If you have 
any questions, please contact Karen Eaton.

Lilies for Easter. If you'd like to place a lily in the church 
for Easter, we're happy to help. Just place a contribution of 
$20 (our cost) in an envelope and drop it in the plate with a 
"in memory/in honor of" slip and we'll take care of the rest. 

Annual Meeting is May 21. If you are a board officer, 
represent a group, or are the head of a committee, it's time 
to write your annual report! We need these in the office not 
later than May 2. Help us keep you informed! 



A Lenten Tune-up: Weekly Readings for Holy Week 
(Beginning Palm Sunday, April 9) 

From our co-Editor, Kendall Brown

“He set his face to go to Jerusalem.” Luke 9: 51 

My goal this spring has been to be ready to play “Silent Night” on the 
guitar by this coming Christmas Eve. After all why go to all this bother of 
practice, self-humiliation and callus-building on my fingertips unless it all 
comes to being on a stage and having an audience? 

Like my guitar lessons, this Lenten Tune-up points us to and takes us to 
another place – such is the nature of spiritual matters. Jesus also took 
time for spiritual tune-ups in retreats, prayer, worship and meditation. 
His spiritual life always took him into the depths of this world’s pain and 
needs. 

The epitome of his journey was where we remember him being during 
Holy Week. He was in Jerusalem. What does that mean? Until the last 
week of his life, his entire ministry was in the Galilean area with his 
days filled with the pastoral work of preaching, teaching and healing. 
Throughout the Galilean story there is something menacing lurking in 
the shadows. The menace comes into full view during the last week of 
his life. 

The stage has changed from Galilee to Jerusalem. Jesus is fully prepared 
for what is before him on this stage. Three years in Galilee have helped 
him prepare. Now his ministry is all about facing and dealing with the 
agendas of this world’s powers. The agendas of the powers are written in 
the ink of evil. Jesus’ powerful antagonists are Caesar (in the background), 
Herod, Pilate, the high priest, the paid mob and Judas Iscariot. What an 
attractive bunch, and very dangerous. 

The settings for the Jerusalem scenes are the places of this world’s power: 
before Pilate’s throne, in the religious and secular courts, in the dark of 
Calvary, and at the barracks of Caesar’s soldiers. Jesus was prepared to 
face what was waiting for him in Jerusalem. 

An old favorite hymn is “I Walked Today Where Jesus Walked” by Geoffrey 
O'Hara to the poem by Daniel S. Twohig. Where we need to walk today 
with Jesus are places not so pleasant and pastoral as the lyrics of that 
hymn suggest. To be the body of Christ and walk where Jesus walked, 
we need to be in the presence of the powerful whose agendas need to 
be challenged as much as Caesar’s agendas needed to be challenged by 
Jesus. For our ethereal Lenten musings to have any earthly use, we need 
to set our faces to our Jerusalems – and they are not all in Israel. The 
powers and principalities of this world have their agendas which are often 
written by greed and corruption. 

The conclusion of this Tune-up is for you to write your agenda. Think of 
that agenda-building as writing music. Your job is to make the music of 
the spheres visible, audible and tangible. May the harmony of peace and 
justice, freedom and serving the common good provide the themes for 
what others see and hear in you. Lent has pointed the way to Jerusalem 
and shown where we can always return when we are spiritually hungry 
and thirsty. Now is the time to set your face to Jerusalem.

Next Week at Woodside (4/9 to 4/15)

Sun 9:30 am Adult forum
   Member Info Class
   Rehearsal Readers' 
   Theatre
 11 am Line up outside to 
   process to Worship, 
   then 
   conversation and coffee
Mon   Office Closed
tue  8 am-6 pm Wildroot at Woodside
Wed 5:30 pm Board Mtg 
 7 pm Choir Rehearsal
thur 8 am-6 pm Wildroot at Woodside
 6 pm Maundy Thurs Worship
Fri Noon Office Closes at noon
 8 pm Good Fri Worship
Sun 11 am Easter Worship

Sunday Helpers this Month

4/9 Ushers/Greeters—Team D: Jim 
Richardson, Sharon and Ted Bolander, Joe 
and Laura Eufinger, Ron Fader and Jeff 
Springgay. Counters: Virgil Cope and 
Shannon Loesel Thorpe. Liturgist: Donald 
Harbin.

4/16 Ushers/Greeters— Team E: 
Virgil and Sheryl Cope, Linda Lee, Renee 
Harrison and Dee Johnson.  Counters: Jim 
Richardson and Dave Pinchock. Liturgist: 
Angela Lots.

4/23 Ushers/Greeters—Team A: Jim 
Abbott, John Crouch, Jay Cummings, 
Al Nickens, Don Harbin and Liz Perkins 
Harbin. Counters: Carol Higgins and Reid 
Sanders. Liturgist: your name here?

4/30—Ushers/Greeters—Team B: 
Cliff and Linda Worstenholm, Ron and 
Jan Brown, Keith Crane, Reid Sanders. 
Counters: Sharrie Creasey and Jim Hazen.  
Liturgist: Angela Lots.

5/7—Ushers/Greeters—Team C: Carol 
Higgins and Pat Perrine, Sharrie Creasey 
and Shannon Loesel Thorpe, Jim Hazen, 
Clif Turner. Counters: Linda Angus and Joe 
Eufinger.  Liturgist: Angela Lots.
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Holy Week
Shortly, we will enter into a lengthy and sacred time, the end of Jesus' life, which we call Holy Week. Monday, 
Tuesday, Wednesday each have their events, but the most distinctive days are Palm Sunday, Maundy Thursday and 
Good Friday. Woodside is observing all of these, each with its own mood.

the week beginS with the parade into Jerusalem, which we recall on Palm Sunday, April 9. It was 
the day Jesus used street theatre as protest, and rivaled Herod as “King of the Jews,” pretty much 
setting in motion the events leading to his death. We’ll gather in the circular drive that morning, 
for our own parade of palms into the sanctuary. We’ll have palms, but feel free to bring whatever 
makes you feel more parade-like. (Kazoos wouldn’t be totally out of the question.) The post-parade 
mood turns ugly, (some people didn’t think Jesus was respectful enough), and the Readers Theatre, 
directed by Jeff Springgay, will tell the story in a new and compelling way. Palm Sunday, April 9, 11 am.

the reSt of the weekend is really just one unending event. The last meal, the betrayal and 
arrest, the ridiculous excuse for a trial, the execution, the burial, and resurrection. We call it 
“Triduum,” three days, and it is the highlight of the Christian liturgical year. 

Maundy thurSday: The meal we celebrate as Holy Communion, Eucharist, the Lord’s Supper, 
began with Jesus gathering with his friends the night he was arrested. He knew things would get 
ugly, that his friends would be challenged, that he would likely end up dead. So he poured wine 
and broke bread and told them that he would be with them no matter what. Do this, he said, to 

remember me. Thursday, we’ll gather in the chapel at supper time for an Agape Meal, reminiscent of that last night. 
Songs, prayers, readings and a meal, including soup and fruit, plus bread and wine of communion. A holy night, a time 
of remembering. Maundy Thursday, April 13, 6 pm.

then, friday, “Good Friday” we call it. The night begins with intrigue and ends with death. 
We’ll gather in the chapel after sunset, for Tenebrae, a service of shadows and darkness. In this 
most dramatic worship service of the Christian faith, we’ll experience the gradual darkening 
of the space as the readings move us from life to death, as Jesus is arrested in his favorite 
prayer place, crucified, and utters his last breath. A series of readings and songs take us 
through the events, leading to the strepitus, the “great noise,” which recall the piercing agony 
of his final cry and the earthquake we are told accompanied his death. We leave the church 
in darkness and in silence, nothing left to do but ponder what they’ve done to Jesus, what we’ve done to Jesus.  

Good Friday Tenebrae, April 14, 8 pm.

eaSter, the Festival of the Resurrection, will of course come on Sunday. We’ll join in a spirit 
of delight, relief, joy and celebration. Jesus doesn’t stay dead. Things we thought would kill 
our spirits don’t. Forces that think they rule the world don’t. Blessing and honor and glory 
and power are beyond the reach of those who mean harm. Life is new. Of course we’ll gather!  
Sunday, April 16, 11 am! 
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