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It takes a village, they say. They say it 

about children, about learning math 

or manners, character or carpentry. I 

thought of that last weekend, as we 

were preparing to baptize 4 people in 

the village of Woodside Church. 

Three of the four are children.  

I grew up in a denomination that 

mostly baptized children, a 

congregation that made those 

pledges of village-dom when the 

baptized were tender sprouts and 

everything in their lives was new. 

Oliver, Lily and Brandon are our 

charges now, and we will be part of 

their faith nurture. We made a 

pledge.  

But Desiree was also to be baptized, 

not a child, but a mom, with a child of 

her own who is halfway to adult. 

What does it mean to be “village” for 

her? I tried to ponder that in my 

sermon, but Desiree has offered her 

own thoughts, shared with friends on 

facebook, and I am grateful for her 

permission to share them here. 

Today, I am making a commitment of 

faith. I am getting Baptized. I have 

been attending Woodside Church for 

a little over a year. It is the first time 

that I have felt completely 

comfortable in a religious community. 

I have showed up to church 

sometimes dirty and tired. Never did I 

feel like I was being judged. The very 

first time I went to church it was a 

Friday night. We colored and prayed. 

I talked about an art project that 

would be called A Body of Water. I 

was invited to do the art project at 

Woodside that night. I don't have to 

pretend to be anything I am not at 

Woodside. 

Over the year, I have had a 

questioning conversation about my 

faith with our Pastor. I love all 

religions; what does it mean to make 

a commitment to Woodside and 

Christianity? It means that I am 

making a commitment to worship 

collectively in a space with others and 

my spiritual practice beyond the 

church is still a private endeavor for 

growth. 

Never did I think in my life that I 

would be Baptized. I did not grow up 

a Christian. Although, many years 

ago I had a dream of a friend pouring 

water over me. His presence in my life 

led me to seek help and healing for 

my trauma. It was through this 

intense journey of healing that I have 

really invested in my spiritual 

practice. My spiritual practice still 

incorporates Baha'i principles + 

prayers, Buddhism, and other rituals. 

I have been often embarrassed about 

talking about being spiritual even 

though it has always been a part of 

my life. Today, I am being brave by 

doing this ritual-I have always seen 

spiritually as being very private for 

me. 

Big step. Growing. 

We are not only her village; she has 

become part of our village, and we all 

walk a path of faith together, 

gleaning from one another what we 

can, and holding hands when it 

seems like faith is a free-fall.  

We are a village. We are all growing. 

We are beloved community.  

With you on this journey,   

 — pastor deb 

FROM THE PASTOR… 

Language Lesson #2:  

(from GLAAD and the National Center for Transgender Equality) 

Because I promised to help us learn to talk…  

Transgender  

An umbrella term for people whose gender identity and/or gender expression differs from 

what is typically associated with the sex they were assigned at birth. Many transgender people 

are prescribed hormones by their doctors to change their bodies. Some undergo surgery as 

well. But not all transgender people can or will take those steps, and a transgender identity is 

not dependent upon medical procedures. 

This is an adjective, not a noun, and should be followed with “man,” “woman,” (correlating 

with the gender the person identifies as), or with “people.”  

Transsexual 

An older term for people whose gender identity is different from their assigned sex at birth 

who seeks to transition from male to female or female to male. Many do not prefer this term 

because it is thought to sound overly clinical. 

Trans 

Used as shorthand to mean transgender or transsexual - or sometimes to be inclusive of a wide 

variety of identities under the transgender umbrella. Because its meaning is not precise or 

widely understood, best to avoid unless used in a direct quote or in conversation with a 

transgender person you know who also uses the term. 

Cross-dresser: A term for people who dress in clothing traditionally or stereotypically worn 

by the other sex, but who generally have no intent to live full-time as the other gender. The 

older term "transvestite" is considered derogatory by many in the United States.  



 

 

Spring Cleaning is rescheduled for this weekend! Join in as 

we organize and spruce up inside and out, Sat, May 21, 

starting at 9:30 am. For outside, bring gloves, rakes, shovels, 

wheel barrows, shrub trimmers. For inside, rubber gloves 

and boxes. We will have cleaning supplies and trash bags.  

Then, we have special projects you may want to tackle:  

 Shelving in the “sacristy” (aka “the organ room”) where 

Linda Worstenholm is organizing communion dishes, 

candles, linens and all things worship related…  

 Transforming the children's library with Karen Eaton, to 

prepare an office for interns, with adult sized 

furnishings...  

 Furnishing the house on Lyon Street for summer interns 

(move in day is May 28, but if you have donations or 

loans of furniture, bedding, and whatnot, see Jay 

Cummings for early arrangements)… 

Plus, that perennial favorite, clearing the 

stage!  

What’s your spiritual gift and heart’s 

delight?  
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THIS WEEK AT WOODSIDE 5/22 - 28 

   SUNDAY:  5/22 10 am Choir du Jour (all are welcome!) 

   11 am Worship 

   Coffee (Church and Ministry Committee) 

   MONDAY:  5/23 Office Closed 

   TUESDAY:     5/24  7 pm Chime Choir 

   THURSDAY:  5/26 7 pm Newcomer Gathering at Karen’s 

   FRIDAY: 5/27 5:01 pm Book Group  

          at the 501 Bar & Grill 

   SATURDAY: 5/28 9:30 am Intern House moving in  

   SUNDAY:  5/29 9:30 am Adult forum: Rev. Sandhya Jha  

Daybreak is cancelled for tonight.  

Outreach and Social Action Committee co-sponsors 

an Interfaith Reproductive Justice Conference Fri, May 

20, (tomorrow) at 9am-3pm. Features, Keynoter 

Marcia Hovey-Wright with a legislative update; panel 

on faith issues; plus, a proactive strategy for Michigan 

and skills and issues workshops. See the table or Jay 

Cummings for more info. 

Book Group continues Friday, 5:01 pm at 501 Bar & 

Grill with ch 7-9 of Pre Post Racial America. Join us! 

Into Board Games? Church & Ministry Committee 

hosts Game Night for high school—adult, Fri, May 20, 7 

pm at Woodside’s new favorite, Wildroot (1913 E Court 

St). C&M will provide munchies and buy the first round.   

Vivian Grice celebrates a milestone birthday with us 

during coffee hour this Sun, May 22. 

Camp? June 1 is the deadline to let us know if you are 

going to camp this year. Talk to Leslie!  

Our Annual Meeting is this Sun, May 22, at 12:45 pm. 

Pick up your annual report on the table in the Narthex.  

New or sort-of-New to Woodside? Come and gather 

with us for fellowship. At Karen Eaton’s, May 26, 7 pm. 

No agenda, just getting to know each other. 

We are informed...Liz Perkins-Harbin is recovering at 

home from a fall….Earl Ramsdell, former Woodside 

member, died Apr 23 in Louisiana.  

June means Summer, and that means a shift from 

Coffee to Lemonade. Please sign up at the table if you can 

take a turn providing light (we mean it!) snacks. But 

please keep in mind our gluten-intolerant friends. (And 

our vegan pastor.) 

New Church Directories Soon! Please fill out the 

Worshipper Information forms found in your bulletin, or 

available at the annual meeting or in the office. Turn 

them in by Sunday, please, and we’ll get the new 

directories in your hands asap. Remember: you don’t 

have to be a member to be in the directory. Friends are 

welcome too! 

Intern Season is Upon Us 

This summer we welcome 3 young adults, Rene, Sarai and 

Max, through the Summer Communities of Service (UCC 

And Alliance of Baptists). They’ll work with our community 

partners, and be with us a few hours a week and in 

worship.  

If you’d like to be part of welcoming or nurturing these 

folks, ensuring they have a life-changing summer, see Karen 

Eaton, Jay Cummings, Chris Szumowicz or Deb.  

Before they arrive, the house will be filled with Disciples 

Interns, training here in preparation for their deployment 

to St. Louis and Louisville.  

So we’re renting a house in Carriagetown, same as last 

year. If you have a sofa, a bed, a dresser, lamps or other 

stuff to share, see Jay. And come help!  

Moving Day is May 28! Meet at Woodside at 9:30 am.  


