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FROM THE PASTOR… 

I love the way Woodside has taken on a new role as “teaching parish.” I think we’re a great place to be, 

and a great place to learn. I’ve been telling you for a while that we’re about to welcome three new 

interns. These folks come to us through the Summer Communities of Service program of the UCC and the 

Alliance of Baptists. It’s one more way we honor and reflect both our denominational affiliations — plus a 

way we stay connected with our community partners. So, here they are. We look forward to meeting 

them in person.   

With you — and them — on a never-ending journey,  

 

Rene Guo, from Hunan, China, is a student at Denison University in Ohio, working on a 

double major: Political Theology and Black Studies, and pursuing a life of ministry. He 

is currently serving as the Ministry Intern for the United Church of Granville, and as 

the Interfaith Fellow for the university’s Center for Religious and Spiritual Life.  

Rene cares deeply about the challenges of our day — militarism, mass incarceration, 

industrialization, and racism. (Cut out for Woodside?) Rene is also a member of 

Denison University’s Gospel Choir, so that’ll be great, too.  

Rene will be working with the folks at MADE.  

 

Sarai Hayes is from Valdese, in the foothills of North Carolina, but studying 

sociology and psychology at Queens University of Charlotte, in preparation for her 

dream career as a federal officer. She is a sprinter on the Queens track and field 

team, and a member of Mosaic Church in Charlotte.  

Sarai is passionate about all things music and art, poetry, and seeking justice 

(perfect for Woodside!). She is also pursuing fluency in Spanish, inspired by an 

experience in a dental office: a child speaking no English and a staff that couldn’t 

speak Spanish.  

Sarai will be working mostly with the Flint Democracy Defense League.  

 

Max Roepe is a Senior at Colorado State, studying Environmental Communications 

and International Development. He is passionate about human rights and 

environmental protection. (Sounds like our water issue will be an opportunity for rich 

conversation.) Born and raised in Colorado, he finds joy in all the outdoor activities 

there. He especially enjoys archery, skiing and photography.  

Max has spent time in developing countries, teaching English and building schools 

among other things. He hopes to join the Peace Corp after college.  

Max will work with Neighborhood Engagement Hub and Edible Flint.  



 

 

Spring Cleaning went well. Thank you to 

everyone who helped, We still have a few 

indoor projects to finish:  

 Shelving in the “sacristy” (aka “the organ 

room”) where Linda Worstenholm is 

organizing communion dishes, candles, 

linens and all things worship related…  

 Furnishing the house on Lyon Street for 

summer interns. If you have donations or 

loans of furniture, bedding, and whatnot, 

bring is on Moving Day this Sat, May 28! 

Meet at Woodside at 9:30 am. 

 Plus, that perennial favorite, 

clearing the stage!  

You can come anytime the office 

is open to help with the shelving 

and the stage.  
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THIS WEEK AT WOODSIDE 5/29 - 6/4 

 SUNDAY:  5/29 9:30 am Adult forum: Rev. Sandhya Jha  

    10 am Choir du Jour (all are welcome!) 

     11 am Worship 

     Coffee (Finance Committee) 

 MONDAY: 5/30 Office Closed 

 TUESDAY: 5/31 Office Closed for Memorial Day 

     7 pm Chime Choir 

 SUNDAY: 6/5 CE/Music Appreciation Sunday 

Book Group concludes Friday, 5:01 pm at 

501 Bar & Grill with ch 10 to the end of Pre 

Post Racial America. The author, Rev. Sandhya 

Jha joins us on Sunday at 9:30 for Adult 

Forum. Please join in, even if you haven’t read 

the book. 

New or sort-of-New to Woodside? Come 

and gather with us for fellowship. At Karen 

Eaton’s, Today, May 26, 7 pm. No agenda, just 

getting to know each other. 

Camp? June 1 is the deadline to let us know if 

you are going to camp this year. Talk to Leslie!  

CE Picnic at Vivian Grice’s house 

on Sun, Jun 12, 2 pm. All ages 

welcome. Sign up at the table to 

come and to bring a dish to pass. 

Golf For a Cause? See Clif Turner for an 

opportunity…  

We are informed...Linda R Lee is recovering 

from surgery at home. 

June means Summer, and that means a 

shift from Coffee to Lemonade. Please sign 

up at the table if you can take a turn providing 

light (we mean it!) snacks. But please keep in 

mind our gluten-intolerant friends. (And our 

vegan pastor.) 

Christian Education and Music 

Appreciation Sunday is June 5. Come help us 

say thanks to our teachers, helpers, singers 

and musicians. 

New Church Directories Soon! Last Chance 

to get your Worshipper Information forms 

filled out (found in your bulletin and in the 

office). Turn them in by this Sunday, please, 

and we’ll get the new directories in your 

hands asap. Remember: you don’t have to be 

a member to be in the directory. Friends are 

welcome too!  

Intern Season is Upon Us 

This summer we welcome 3 young adults, Rene, Sarai and 

Max, through the Summer Communities of Service (UCC 

And Alliance of Baptists). They’ll work with our community 

partners, and be with us a few hours a week and in 

worship.  

If you’d like to be part of welcoming or nurturing these 

folks, ensuring they have a life-changing summer, see Karen 

Eaton, Jay Cummings, Chris Szumowicz or Deb.  

Before they arrive, the house will be filled with Disciples 

Interns, training here in preparation for their deployment 

to St. Louis and Louisville.  

So we’re renting a house in Carriagetown, same as last 

year. If you have a sofa, a bed, a dresser, lamps or other 

stuff to share, see Jay. And come help!  

Moving Day is May 28! Meet at Woodside at 9:30 am.  

American Baptist Churches  

of Metro Chicago 

With Larry Greenfield’s 

retirement, Rev. Sarah Jay 

has been chosen Acting 

Regional Minister for the 

next few months, while a 

search committee is 

organized to find an interim. We’ll miss 

Larry, but appreciate Sarah’s willingness to 

guide us in this transitional time. Welcome, 

Sarah!  


