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Woodside Church is a progressive Christian community 
committed to nurturing freedom, honesty and diversity,

where members and friends live Jesus’ way of social justice. 
  

a Congregation of the United Church of Christ and American Baptist Churches 

R e v .  D r.  D e b o r a h  D e M a r s  C o n r a d ,  P a s t o r   A n n e  O p e r,  O f f i c e  M a n a g e r

A m b e r  D o u g h e r t y  a n d  K e n d a l l  B r o w n ,  c o - e d i t o r s

What Lies Beneath
Over the past couple of weeks I have watched the 7 episodes of 
a Netflix original series, The Keepers, a true-crime documentary 
about a missing and murdered nun, and allegations of widespread 
sexual abuse in the Baltimore archdiocese in the 1960s and 70s. 

Among the people we meet in the series is a woman who was 
raped at her school almost every day for nearly all of her high 
school life. In recent interviews she retold the stories, and I 
watched her and pondered the dissociation from herself that 
allowed her to graduate, to hold her life together, to marry and 
have a family. It is a wonder she functioned at all in her childhood 
household. How was she not a general ‘mountain of messed-up’ 
in every aspect of her life? It was more than I could imagine.  

So, Tuesday, I was invited by a friend and colleague to see Fun 
Home, a show opening at the Wharton Center, an invitation I was 
pleased to accept. I thought it would be a nice break from the 
human pathology of The Keepers. All I knew of the writer, Alison 
Bechdel, was her politically-awake-and-coming-of-age-lesbian 
comic strip I used to read in the 80s called “Dykes to Watch Out 
For.” Based on that distant memory, (plus “fun” in the name), I 
went to the show expecting a comedy.

Turned out instead, “fun” was short for funeral, the funeral 
home her family ran; and the show was a two-hour descent into 
family dysfunction, growing up and coming out or not, and the 
challenges of life with father, who had his own angst to bear.

I also have told you I’ve been reading a book called “Waking Up 
White,” in which the writer, Debby Irving, a white upper-middle 
class woman now in her 50s, recounts her first awareness a 
decade ago of the ways her race has opened the world to her, the 
ways race has created a world of oppression for people of color, 
the way race was, in fact, designed to establish a hierarchy, a way 
of elevating some and diminishing others. She is stunned by her 
discoveries, and wonders how she reached middle age without 
knowing. The short answer is that her whiteness protected her 
from a need to know. 

These three women have become spiritual voices for me this 
week, as I ponder the things we keep hidden, the ways we shield 
ourselves from the painful truths we bear in our psyches, the 
ways we protect ourselves from the pain that others are bearing. 
Jane Doe worked hers out as she began to remember, in prayer, 
in journaling and meditating, and finally in confronting the 
system that victimized her. Bechdel worked hers out in cartoons, 

in playwriting, and in i-don’t-know-what-other therapeutic 
processes. Irving worked hers out in an academic and personal 
search, taking classes, reading, asking questions of her own 
life she’d not known to ask before, and writing. Then, each of 
the three found a public way to air the pain of previously not 
knowing – Jane Doe, a documentary; Bechdel, a play; Irving, a 
book followed by seminars and workshops to help others explore. 

These three kinds of pain are not the same; I'm not suggesting 
that. But the takeaway from all of that for me was a reminder that 
things are generally not only as they appear on the surface. No 
one of us is only what is visible. People have lives and fears and 
dreams and circumstances and issues and hopes and memories 
and ghosts and barriers and so many things that become part of 
any of life’s multitude of constant negotiations. 

There are things we don’t know. About one another. About 
ourselves. 

Self-discovery can be as painful as it can be life-giving. And even 
if we never share with another person the things we’ve learned 
in the process, just going through the process can open us more 
completely to the reality of one another, can help us function in 
healthier ways.  

Maybe you’re reading this and hearing me inviting you to give 
someone a break, because she may be going through something. 
Or maybe you’re hearing this essay as a little voice urging you to 
read a book, journal more, or find a therapist, a spiritual director 
or a guru for a life of mindfulness. Maybe all of the above. I don’t 
have one particular thing in mind.  

I just know there are things we don’t know, things that keep us 
distant from each other. It seems we are more fully equipped for 
community, more fully human, more fully able to love the way 
Jesus did, when we are more completely willing to know ourselves, 
to be fully known. Perhaps that is the gift of a community of faith. 
Perhaps that is what community means. 

Just me thinking today. 

With you on a simultaneously inward and outward journey, 

- pastor deb
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Micah’s Table: 
We’re Doing Justice, Loving Kindness... 

Find more here: www.facebook.com/woodsidechurchofflint.

Public Enemy: Flint - A modernized version of an 1882 play 
about contaminated water will be performed at the Sylvester 
Broome Empowerment Village in Flint Thurs-Sat, Jun 8-10. 
Discussion begins at 6 pm, followed by the play, with food  
available after the performance. All are free.

Ramadan Dinner - Break bread with your neighbors at this 
special interfaith celebration. Fri, Jun 9 at 8 pm, Flint Islamic 
Center. RSVP: fic.interfaith@gmail.com

Equality March for Unity and Pride - Sun, Jun 11, noon, 
Flint City Hall. The Equality Caucus of Genesee County is asking 
for non-perishable food donations in support of the LGBT Safe 
Space at Wellness Services, Inc. in Flint.

Pride Parade And Rally at the Capitol steps in Lansing on Sat 
Jun 17 at 12 pm. Lansing's Pride festival follows.

Flint Pride - Woodside will have a booth at the Flint Pride 
festival. Can you help? We need volunteers to talk to people, 
set up, and tear down. If you can be a part of the festivities, 
email Annie: info@woodsidechurch.net. 

Flint Art Fair - The Flint Institute of Arts hosts its 50th annual 
art fair on its front lawn. Sat & Sun, Jun 10 & 11.

Voters, Not Politicians is working for fair elections and an 
end to gerrymandering. Can you help? They need volunteers 
to circulate petitions, perhaps in your neighborhood. http://
www.votersnotpoliticians.com/volunteer.

Indivisible, a nationwide movement based on "Indivisible: A 
Practical Guide for Resisting the Trump Agenda," is organizing 
locally. Learn more and find a copy of the guide at www.
indivisibleguide.com. Indivisible-Southern Genesee County 
meets Mon, Jun 12, 6:30 pm, at John's Pizzeria in Fenton.

Need Groceries? Here are Options: 

La Placita Food Pantry right here at Woodside, hosted 
by our partners of the Genesee County Hispanic/Latino 
Collaborative, Wednesdays 9am-7pm.  You must make an 
appointment by Tuesday. Just call 810-874-2752, or email 
lapacitafoodpantry@gchlc.org. Tell your friends in need.

Or Check these Mobile Sites for June  
(sponsored by the Food Bank of Eastern Michigan and MI DHHS)
•	 Fri, 9, 9:30 am  – Flint Muslim Food Pantry, 4400 S. Saginaw St.
•	 Fri, 9, noon – Church Without Walls, 6202 Dupont St.
•	 Sat, 10, 10 am – Calvary United Methodist Church, 2111 Flushing Rd.
•	 Fri, 16, noon – St. Luke’s New Life Center, 3115 Lawndale 
•	 Sat, 17, 11 am – Higher Quality of Life, 5601 N. Saginaw 
•	 Tues, 20, noon – St. Michael Catholic Church, 609 E. Fifth Ave.
•	 Wed, 21, 10 am – Hispanic Tech Center, 2101 Lewis St.
•	 Thur, 22, noon – United Methodist Community Center, 4601 Clio Rd.
•	 Thur, 22, 10 am – Metropolitan Baptist Tabernacle, 930 E. Myrtle Ave.
•	 Fri, 23, 10  am – My Brother’s Keeper, 101 N. Grand Traverse.
•	 Tue, 27, 1 pm – New Birth Church, 3918 Blackington
•	 Wed, 28, at 1 pm – Salem Lutheran Church, 2610 ML King Ave.

Next Week at Woodside (6/11 to 6/17)

Sun 9:30 am Adult forum
 11 am Worship, then 
   conversation and coffee
Mon   Office Closed
tue - Fri 8 am-6 pm Wildroot at Woodside
tue 6 pm Board Mtg at Linda Angus'
thur 6 pm Daybreak Worship
Sat 8 - noon Wildroot at Woodside

Sunday Helpers this Month

6/11 Ushers/Greeters—Team C: Carol Higgins 
and Pat Perrine, Sharrie Creasey and Shannon Loesel 
Thorpe, Jim Hazen, Clif Turner. Counters: Sharrie 
Creasey and Jim Hazen. Liturgist: Donald Harbin.

6/18 Team D: Jim Richardson, Sharon and Ted 
Bolander, Joe and Laura Eufinger, Ron Fader and Jeff 
Springgay. Counters: Linda Angus and Joe Eufinger. 
Liturgist: Donald Harbin.

6/25 Ushers/Greeters— Team E: Virgil and Sheryl 
Cope, Linda Lee, Renee Harrison and Dee Johnson.  
Counters: Donna Fry and Jim Abbott. Liturgist: 
Donald Harbin.

7/2—Ushers/Greeters—Team A: Jim Abbott, John 
Crouch, Jay Cummings, Al Nickens, Don Harbin and Liz 
Perkins Harbin. Counters: Virgiol Cope and Shannon 
Loesel Thorpe. Liturgist: Angela Lots.

In Our Congregation
We are informed... Kathy DeBarr died May 23. A 
memorial service is at Woodside Sat, Jun 10, 2 pm. 
Prayers are requested for: Miriam Schaefer, Jeff 
Springgay and Corinna Johnson.

'the WorLd Without us' Book Group meets 9:30 
Sundays in the Parlor. You're welcome! Books are in 
the office... 

WiLdroot @ Woodside is noW here aLL Week 

The 'pour-over' coffees they offer will now be in our 
Chapel Tues-Fri, 8am-6pm, and Sat 8am-12. Come 
enjoy a good cup of coffee for free. If you would like 
to support this Woodside outreach consider bringing 
by pre-packaged healthy, organic snacks to give away. 
Just drop them off at the office labeled Wildroot.

Coffee house Worship

Hey, we're doing a new thing! 

For the 5 Sundays of July, we are moving Sunday 
mornings into the Chapel, where our worship team 
(Deb, Tom, Chris, Wes, and Linda A) is planning 
excellent worship with really good coffee. (Or was that 
really good worship with excellent coffee?) Either way, 
it's still the Woodside you love, still at 11 am, and with 
a bit of summer thrown in. Invite your friends! 


