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FROM THE PASTOR…  

I had a day yesterday of not liking 
people very much. Among other things, 
I was told about an exciting new 
ministry (not in Flint) with which I 
surely should find a way to partner. 
They do such good stuff, you know. 
Feeding people, sharing hot drinks on 
cold days, playing basketball with 
children, making people feel at home. 
All of which is great, and all of which is 
done by thousands of organizations 
across the country. But this 
organization is different, and I’ll forego 
the partnership, thanks.  

First, I read the ministry’s mission 
statement, which, by the way, isn’t 
really a mission statement. It says 
something like “we exist to do things 
consistent with our mission.” So does 
Wells Fargo. So does the US Army. 
Neither of which is a community-based 
ministry, despite what they may say on 
the commercials and recruiting posters.  

Next, I watched a short video of the 
leader, and learned how God had led 
him to this ministry and given him a 
building. In a neighborhood not unlike 
much of Flint, the community center 
was cheap and the seller threw in the 
house next door for free. Which surely 
must be God, and not the ravages of a 
rigged economy. I’m sure God won’t 
mind taking the credit/blame yet again.  

Then, I read the sparse info on the still-
under-development website, and 
learned that the minister’s goal was to 
inject all the people with the love of 
Jesus. Which sounds violent and 
painful. And made me think of all the 
other missions and ministries which 
inject people with various things, like 
English and western clothing and 
iPhones and capitalism and revisionist 
history, often in the name of Jesus. All 
the ways that we’ve colonized so many 
peoples over the history of Christianity. 

Yes, we say, we’ll bring grain and bibles, 
and make sure you’re nourished on our 
food and our religion. Yes, we’ll provide 
powdered baby formula in a country 
where there is a dearth of clean water. 
Just sign this irrevocable loan 
agreement and hand over the keys to 
your future. Yes, we’ll provide 
whatever you need, in exchange for 
you becoming more like us, more open 
to our co-opting of your resources and 
commodities for our global trade 
needs, and more attentive to an 
eventual heaven rather than the 
desirability of a temporal revolution.  

Then I found out they are “partnering” 
with the local public elementary school, 
doing God knows what, while taking 
pictures of the children for their social 
media use. Because parents living in 
poverty don’t have enough to worry 
about, don’t have to face down enough 
threats to their children’s security. But 
who has money for an attorney, and 
why would anyone expect to afford the 
same consideration – that is, legal right 
– to those parents as to their more 
economically resourced white, 
suburban counterparts? They are 
merely fodder for our feel-good; they 
should appreciate all that we’re doing 
for them. Hundreds of Christmas 
presents, after all. Plus the hot 
chocolate and basketball.   

Next I learned they are bankrolled by a 
giant congregation that seems to 
delight in establishing a similar 
presence in vulnerable neighborhoods 
across the region. All the while 
gathering CEOs of far-too-wealthy 
corporations and thousands of 
members who reliably vote for 
purveyors of the conservative social 
policies that got us into this mess to 
start with. A sort of whacked out 
economic Munchausen’s syndrome by 
spiritual proxy. It’s all pretty screwed 
up. Pretty exploitative. Like colonialism 

but without the need for vaccinations 
or a passport.   

Then, God provided me with a real-life 
metaphor. Apparently, according to a 
Christian news outlet, the leader of this 
ministry encountered a burglar in his 
kitchen, and while he waited for the 
police, he talked to the burglar about 
the love of Jesus. While holding him at 
gunpoint.  

Jesus at gunpoint. When ministries use 
human need as an opportunity to force 
religious dogma.  

I don’t know exactly where I’m going 
with this, except to say this: some 
people may think Woodside Church 
isn’t really Christian, doesn’t talk 
enough about Jesus, is too accepting of 
other faiths, isn’t really religious 
enough. But I think the way we do faith 
here is more consistent with Jesus 
himself than so many things that get 
done in his name.  

We have questions here, about 
everything. We try to meet human 
need where we can, and we work to 
make connections among the political, 
societal and spiritual parts of our lives. 
We live a public faith that is continually 
under construction, continually seeking 
ways to strengthen the common good 
and repair a world shredded by 
insatiable self-dealing, including our 
own.  

Maybe we could do more. And maybe 
we will, as our mission continues to 
evolve in response to our changing city. 
But I think Flint needs us, a challenging 
voice clear about the emperor’s lack of 
clothing, a welcoming place for people 
to be themselves. Always welcome, and 
never at gunpoint.  

Whoever you are, we journey 
together... 
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THIS WEEK AT WOODSIDE 6/12 - 6/18 

 Sunday 6/12: 10 am Choir du Jour  

       (all are welcome!) 

  11 am Worship  

  then, Lemonade & Conversation 

  2 pm CE Picnic at Grices’ 

 Monday: 6/13 Office Closed 

 Tuesday: 6/14 7 pm Chime Choir? 

 Wednesday: 6/15 6 pm Board Meeting at  

   Eufinger’s 

 Thursday: 6/16 5:30 pm Pride Day Meeting 

CE Picnic at Vivian Grice’s house on 

Sun, Jun 12, 2 pm. All ages welcome! Sign 

up at the table to let us know to expect 

you. You don’t have to  bring a thing. 

The First meeting of the newly elected board is 

on Wed, Jun 15, at Joe and Laura Eufinger’s 

house. 

Flint LGBT Pride Day is Sat, June 25. Here are 

three ways you can help:  

 Woodside will have a table, so stop by. 

 Sign up to staff the table for a couple of 

hours. 

 Help us organize our ideas and table. We’ll 

meet at 5:30 pm Thur, June 16 at Woodside. 

Please come!  

ON SUN, JUNE 12 

We’ll meet our Scholarship winners!  

Woodside awards scholarships each year to 

outstanding grads from area high schools. This 

year, they are: Tyshaia Earnest, Beecher; 

Ariana White, Carman-Ainsworth; Joshua Knox 

and Micah Knox II from Hamady; Geniya Jiles, 

Northwestern; Shakera Brooks, Southwestern. 

We also are able to offer scholarship 

assistance to folks related to Woodside. This 

year, they are: Daniel Ray Crane (Keith’s son), 

Sharrie Creasey Thorpe, and Breanna Lynn 

Turner (Clif’s granddaughter). Congrats, all!  

We’ll Install our new Board of Directors: 

Moderator, Karen Eaton; Vice-Moderator (and 

chair of Personnel), Linda Angus; Church Clerk 

(and chair of Nominating), Pat Perrine; Church 

Treasurer (and chair of Finance), Joe Eufinger; 

Congregational Life, Linda Lee; Christian Life 

and Spiritual Growth, Carol Parker; 

Community Life and Social Justice, Clif Turner; 

Building and Grounds, Carol Higgins; Public 

Identity and Community Awareness, Desiree 

Duell. Thanks to all who have agreed to serve 

this year. 

SUNDAY HELPERS THIS MONTH  

(A New Usher sheet will be sent out, we were 

missing a couple dates—This is the correct schedule) 

6/12—Ushers/Greeters—Team A: Jim Abbott, John 

Crouch, Jay Cummings, Al Nickens, Don Harbin and 

Liz Perkins Harbin. Counters: Donna Fry and Jim 

Abbott. Liturgist: Sarai Hayes. 

6/19—Ushers/Greeters—Team B: Cliff and Linda 

Worstenholm, Ron and Jan Brown, Keith Crane, Reid 

Sanders. Counters: Virgil Cope and Shannon Loesel 

Thorpe. Liturgist: Rene Guo.  

6/26—Ushers/Greeters—Team C: Carol Higgins and 

Pat Perrine, Sharrie Creasey and Shannon Loesel 

Thorpe, Jim Hazen, Clif Turner. Counters: Jim 

Richardson and Dave Pinchock. Liturgist: Max Roepe. 

7/3—Ushers/Greeters—Team D: Jim Richardson, 

Sharon and Ted Bolander, Joe and Laura Eufinger, 

Ron Fader and Jeff Springgay. Counters: Carol Higgins 

and Reid Sanders. Liturgist: Sarai Hayes.  

Here’s something: www.flintcares.com  

Flint Cares, aka, the Flint Water Recovery Group is a 

partnership of non-profits, churches, and individuals 

working toward short- and long-term solutions. The 

group meets 3 pm Thursdays at the Food Bank of Eastern 

MI, 1938 Howard Ave. You are welcome, and invited to 

join one of 5 work-groups: Behavioral Health, Physical 

Health, Communications, Education, and Recovery 

Resources. Show up, sign up (flintcares.com) or ‘like’ 

them on facebook.  


