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NEWS of  CONGREGATION and COMMUNITY

Woodside Church is a progressive Christian community 
committed to nurturing freedom, honesty and diversity,

where members and friends live Jesus’ way of social justice. 
  

a Congregation of the United Church of Christ and American Baptist Churches 
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From the Pastor 
A congregation I interviewed with years ago was in decline. It had a 
long list of things it expected the pastor to do, including administration, 
teaching, preaching and planning worship, conflict management, and 
door-to-door canvassing to invite new people to worship. Not a surprising 
or unusual list. Then they said that they had a list of some 40 homebound 
members who also needed to be visited at least once a month. Forty 
members once a month is easily half of a full-time job, and I asked who 
they expected to do the visiting. The pastor! Of course! 

We discovered we were not a very good match for each other. 

People, we know, are all over the map about what they expect from their 
pastor. Some want a lot of home visitation, some want strong preaching, 
some want spiritual worship, kids programming, administration, writing/
publishing, 10 or 12 committee meetings each month, youth retreats 
and mission trips, involvement in community organizations and events, 
denominational work, you get the idea. It’s all about negotiation and 
priorities. And about realizing that congregations are filled with people 
who can be empowered and equipped for ministry. Dying congregations, 
in my estimation, are the ones who expect the pastor to do everything. 

Thankfully, Woodside isn’t that kind of place. 

Visitation is important. It matters that people are cared for, that we share 
each other’s joys and sorrows; we just find alternative ways of making 
things happen, making sure folks are tended.

So, in these past few weeks, with deaths in our congregation and crisis in 
my broader family, I’ve been reminded of the value of a caring community 
of faith. Thank you for your forbearance as I’ve been away. 

Which brings me to two things I want to tell you. 

First, pastors have something to contribute in a difficult time. Here’s what 
we can do, when you and/or your family is having a crisis of life and death 
or something in between: 

• We can pray. That is, we can help you call on the Spirit, a spirit of love 
and wholeness, even when we aren’t sure what wholeness looks 
like. Maybe you’ve known this Spirit your whole life, but cannot find 
the words. Or you are angry, exhausted, confused, and you aren’t 
sure God is willing to hear from you. Surely God is; your pastor can 
help open the lines of communication again. 

• We can help you talk about things that matter, things you may not 
be able to say to anyone else on the earth. We are your confidantes, 
your confessors. We can help you cast off the demons of regret or 
guilt, the things that have kept you from fully embracing anyone or 
ones in your life. 

• We can intervene. If there is a crisis and some family member is acting 
out (because we know crisis can bring out the worst in us as often as 
it brings out the best), your pastor can run interference and help calm 
a difficult situation. 

• We can help you think and sort options. If you are facing the end of 
life for someone you love, you may find it difficult to discern what your 
beloved parent or partner or child would have you do on her or his 
behalf; that’s not unusual. Your pastor can help you breathe and think, 
can help you summon the strength to do what you know to be right. 

• We can sit with you in the moment. Grief, especially, is complicated, 
not always a straight line, and you may want someone alongside you 
for the hard parts. We can do that. 

Whatever it is, you don’t have to go through it alone. You may seek and find 
these things in me, your own pastor; you may also find them in a hospice or 
hospital chaplain. You may even find them in a congregation member you 
know and trust, who seems particularly well-suited to such a thing. 

Hence the second thing. 

Pastors have a role, specialized training, and sometimes a gift, but others 
in the congregation may also have a gift. Woodsiders have long responded 
to one another’s crisis with tangible assistance, like food, rides to a doctor 
or respite when a caregiving family member needs a break. Lately, we have 
decided to take this care-giving to a new level. 

Our Care Team, currently forming, will start a training course in a few weeks. 
Using UCC resources, we will meet weekly as a small group for a couple 
of months, to learn the finer points of listening, walking with, praying 
for. This won’t be a substitute for the pastor’s care, but will augment 
it and make us more prepared to offer greater care to our congregation 
members. Woodside is growing, always welcoming new people, and that’s 
so very exciting. But in the growth and excitement, for old members and 
newcomers, we always want folks to know we are paying attention to the 
moments that challenge us. 

Karen Eaton and I will be coordinating the Care Team training, and we intend 
it to be a time of discernment: that is, you may start – or even finish – the 
course, then decide this isn’t a ministry you feel suited for or comfortable 
with. But even if you don’t ultimately serve on the Care Team, the training 
itself may shape your next personal encounter with grief or trauma. 

This sound like you? Talk to Karen or me. However we manage it, we’ll 
continue to be community, caring for one another, walking together, and 
learning every new day just what that can mean.  

With you on the journey.   - pastor deb
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Micah’s Table: 

We’re Doing Justice, Loving Kindness... 
Find more here: www.facebook.com/woodsidechurchofflint.

VA Tech Water Testers will be here for their last time Mon-Fri,  Aug 8-21. 
If your water has been tested through them before, you should get a card 
from them to pick up your kit and bring the sample back. We will have a flyer 
up with the schedule of the times they are here on those days. 

Indivisible  is a nationwide movement started by former congressional 
staffers who created "Indivisible: A Practical Guide for Resisting the Trump 
Agenda." Learn more about the movement, download a copy of the guide, 
and find local groups at www.indivisibleguide.com. The next meeting date 
of Indivisible-Southern Genesee County is Mon, Aug 14, 6:30 pm, John's 
Pizzaria, Fenton. It features David Holtz, chair of the Sierra Club's Michigan 
chapter, with a presentation on the Line 5 pipeline.

Flint Democratic Gubernatorial forum - Hear from and question various 
candidates for MI Governor Sat, Aug 12, 5:30 pm, UM-Flint Kiva.

Food Giveaway - The Genesee County Hispanic/Latino Collaborative's 
(GCHLC)  La Placita Food Pantry  is 9am-7pm Wednesdays at Woodside. 
You must make an appointment by Tuesday. Call 810-874-2752 or email 
lapacitafoodpantry@gchlc.org. Tell your friends in need.

Mobile Food Pantry - The Food Bank of Eastern Michigan 
and Michigan DHHS are taking a mobile food pantry to various 
neighborhoods in Flint. The schedule for the rest of Aug is:  
Tue, Aug 8, at noon – St. Michael Catholic Church, 609 E Fifth Ave; Fri, Aug 
11, at 10 am – Flint Muslim Food Pantry, 4400 S Saginaw St; Sat, Aug 12, at 
10 am – Calvary United Methodist Church, 2111 Flushing Rd; Sat, Aug 12, 
at 11 am – Church Without Walls, 4121 Martin Luther King. Ave; Wed, Aug 
16, at 10 am – Hispanic Tech Center, 2101 Lewis St; Thur, Aug 17, at noon 
– United Methodist Community Center, 4601 Clio Road; Thur, Aug 17, at 
noon – Salem Lutheran Church; Fri, Aug 18, at noon – St. Luke’s NEW Life 
Ctr, 3115 Lawndale Ave; Sat, Aug 19, at 11 am – Higher Quality of Life, 5601 
N. Saginaw St; Tue, Aug 22, at noon – St Michael Catholic Church, 609 E Fifth 
Ave; Thur, Aug 24, at 10 am – Metropolitan Baptist Tabernacle, 930 E Myrtle 
Ave; Fri, Aug 25, at 10 am – My Brother’s Keeper, 101 N. Grand Traverse St; 
Sat, Aug 26, at 11 am – Flint First Wesleyan, 3825 Davison Road; Tue, Aug 
29, at 1 pm – New Birth Church, 3918 Blackington Ave; Wed, Aug 30, at 11 
am – Richfield Academy, 3807 N Center Road.
Information about additional food distribution dates will be announced as 
they are scheduled. For more information, visit the Food Bank website at 
www.FBEM.org or call 810-239-4441.

Upcoming Weeks at Woodside (8/6 to 9/1)
Sundays  11 am Worship in the Chapel,  
   then conversation/coffee
Sun, Aug 13 12:30 pm C E Picnic at Karen's
Sun, Aug 20 12:30 pm Baby shower
Mondays  Office Closed
Tuesdays-Fridays 8 am-6 pm Wildroot at Woodside
Tue, Aug 22 5:30 pm  Board Meeting
Saturdays  8-noon Wildroot at Woodside

Sunday Helpers this Month
8/6 Ushers/Greeters—Team A: Jim Abbott, John Crouch, Jay 
Cummings, Al Nickens, Don Harbin and Liz Perkins Harbin. Counters: 
Virgil Cope and Jim Abbott.
8/13 Ushers/Greeters—Team B: Linda Worstenholm, Ron & Jan 
Brown, Keith Crane. Counters: Carol Higgins and Shannon Loesel 
Thorpe. 
8/20 Ushers/Greeters—Team C: Carol Higgins and Pat Perrine, 
Sharrie Creasey and Shannon Loesel Thorpe, Jim Hazen, Clif Turner. 
Counters: Jim Richardson and Dave Pinchock.

8/27 Ushers/Greeters—Team D: Jim Richardson, Sharon and Ted 
Bolander, Joe and Laura Eufinger, Ron Fader and Jeff Springgay. 
Counters: Sharrie Creasey and Patti Pagels.
9/3 Ushers/Greeters— Team E: Virgil and Sheryl Cope, Linda Lee, 
Renee Harrison and Dee Johnson.  Counters: Donald Harbin and Jim 
Hazen.

In Our Congregation
C E Party, Sun, Aug 13, after worship on the lawn of the 
church. Since we need to plan for our Christian Education 
program this fall, why not have fun while we are doing that? 
So come and join us in games for all ages, hot dogs and 
potato salad and a chance to share with us how you would 
like to participate in our valuable  programing for our children 
and adults (like book club?). The curriculum for the children's 
program will be available for view. 

Save the date, Sun, Aug 20, after worship for a double baby 
shower for our newest Woodsider, Ezekiel Wilder (Proud 
parents, Tina and David) and our Woodsider-to-be, the soon-
expected son of Aaron and Shanel Clum. 

Wildroot @ Woodside is here All week. The special 'pour-
over' coffees they offer will now be in our Chapel Tuesdays 
through Fridays, from 8 am to 6 pm, and Saturdays from 8 am 
to noon. Come enjoy a good cup of coffee for free. 

Prayers still needed: Miriam  Schaefer,  Corinna  Johnson 
and Laura Eufinger's brother, Jay Preston. 

The Sun morning Book Group and Adult forums are 
not meeting again until September. Thurs Daybreak is also 
taking 'a break' in August. 

Even though it is summer, our bills still continue. Please 
remember to continue your pledges and offerings. You may 
donate through Paypal on our website. 

Do you find yourself with a little 
extra time? We could use a few new 
office volunteers to give our 'regulars' 
a break. If you think you'd like to do a 
4-hour stint in the office once a week 
for 3 months,  or if you would like to 
help organizing and re-stocking the 
pews in the fall, give Annie a call. There 
will be a volunteer workshop coming 
soon. Keep watching these pages. 

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES


