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R e v .  D r .  D e b o r a h  D e M a r s  C o n r a d ,  P a s t o r

F r o m  t h e  I n t e r n s … 

from Max 
I am grateful that you were able to open 
your hands and hearts to me this summer 
to allow for me not only to be a part of your 
congregation but also an intern in your 
city. My time here has been spent working 
with Edible Flint and the Neighborhood 
Engagement Hub and it has been full of 
experiences I will never forget. It has been 
an incredible experience being able to 
work with the community in efforts to help 
progress development and engagement of 
various block club projects and volunteer 
groups. 

The main group I worked with out of the 
hub was King Avenue PLUS which is a 
coalition of concerned citizens who are 
constantly working towards rebuilding ML 
King Avenue while also managing blight 
control. I highly encourage anyone who has 
a chance to join them, because it is a great 
group of people doing great things for the 
community. 

There were two volunteer groups that I 
worked with this summer. The first was 
a group from Florida who came up at 
the beginning of the summer of the help 
assemble and distribute 90 rain barrels. The 
second group was a gathering of teenagers 
from all over Michigan, including Flint, who 
came for four days to do four separate 
projects. This group worked on blight 
removal and painted buildings that had 
been covered with graffiti. 

Edible Flint was able to teach me so much 
about urban gardening and gave me great 
insight into all the issues dealing with 
limited access to much needed produce, 
the reality of lead effects on gardening and 
the hardships many people endure when 
trying to provide for their own families. I 
highly recommend anyone who can start 
their own garden to do it, because it’s a 
great way to provide healthy, organic food 
to your family and a wonderful excuse to 
spend time outside. Just remember to get 
your soil tested! 

 I have learned a tremendous amount about 
self-sufficiency, community development, 
community engagement, and the 
importance of creating and maintaining 
strong community relationships. These 
are skills I plan to take back to Colorado 
and teach to others, and to take with 
me as I move outward to the world, 
to work towards bettering community 
development, both domestic and abroad. 
I also plan on informing everyone I can on 
what I’ve learned about Flint and all the 
great stories and people I have met here. 

I would also like to give a special thanks 
to anyone who opened their homes to us 
and spent time getting to know us. I greatly 
appreciate your hospitality; your kind 
gestures will not be forgotten. It has truly 
been an unforgettable experience and I 
plan on returning to this beautiful city one 
day. Until then, good luck and I wish all of 
you the best!  

Yours truly, Max

from Rene 
I can honestly say that my time spent 
interning with Woodside resulted in one 
of the most rewarding summers of my 
life. Not only did I gain practical skills but 
I also had the opportunity to meet many 
fantastic people. While I was able to learn 
a lot from working with Leon and M.A.D.E. 
Institute, they inspired and encouraged 
me to take on tasks to better connect 
with the northern community of Flint. 

The atmosphere at Woodside was always 
welcoming which made me feel right 
at home. Pastor Deb has been a helpful 
mentor to us for encouraging all of us to 
take on a variety of tasks. Thanks to her 
leadership, I felt like I was able to connect 
to the community by assisting and working 
with the church, through reading liturgies 
and teaching VBS. It has been a privilege 
and an honor to work alongside Woodside’s 
loving community. By no means am I 
ready to go take on more roles in current 
social justice movements, but I am now 

better prepared to take on whatever 
challenges I might face in my future career.

Best, Rene

from Sarai 
I would like to start this off by saying thank 
you Woodside. Thank you for accepting 
us as we are, for trying to get to know us, 
trying to connect us to things that you knew 
we were interested in, and taking the time 
to listen to be there for us this summer. We 
have all traveled a little way from “home,” 
yet I believe I found a home here in Flint, 
much thanks to you. Thank you for giving us 
interns the opportunity to not only practice 
our skills, but more importantly, strengthen 
our weaknesses. 

This summer I had the chance to work a 
long side Juani Olivares, the executive chair 
of the Genesee County Hispanic Latino 
Collaborative (GCHLC), as well as two 
more interns that I was blessed to get to 
know. GCHLC is a nonprofit that focuses on 
serving the Hispanic and Latino community, 
since they were the last to know about the 
water crisis, and to provide services for 
them and their families. I have attended 
more meetings that I can count that were 
dedicated to merging the gaps within the 
communities in Flint and providing, as well 
as accepting, new perspectives. Although 
my responsibilities included all things 
marketing, I have translated services on 
the website from English to Spanish, looked 
for, and rated, grants, I have participated 
in board meetings, and attended a couple 
trainings (even some out of town). To say 
that I have learned a lot this summer would 
be an understatement. Not only have I 
acquired more knowledge from the many 
individuals I have come in contact with, but 
I have also strengthened my relationship 
with God, and that is something that I will 
also carry back to North Carolina with me. 

I was tempted to end this with the word 
“goodbye”, but I plan on returning, so I will 
leave that out. Thank you again. 

See you again soon Woodside. Sarai
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t h I s  m o n t h  at  W o o d s I d e  8/6  -  9/5
Saturdays: 8/6 8 am Flint Neighborhood United
 9 am closing the Interns House to move
Sundays: 11 am Worship 
	 	 then,	Lemonade	&	Conversation
Mondays: Office Closed
Wed 8/10 5:30 pm Marketing Meeting
Fri 8/12 7 pm Q&A at Good Beans Cafe

s u n d a y  h e l p e r s  t h I s  m o n t h 

8/7—Ushers/Greeters—Team D: Jim Richardson, Sharon and Ted 
Bolander, Joe and Laura Eufinger, Ron Fader and Jeff Springgay. 
Counters: Jim Richardson, Dave Pinchock. Nursery: Jessica Scroggins.
8/14—Ushers/Greeters—Team E: Virgil and Sheryl Cope, Mike and 
Linda Thompson, Linda Lee, Renee Harrison, Dee Johnson. Counters: 
Carol Higgins and Reid Sanders. Nursery: Geoff Neithercut.
8/21—Ushers/Greeters—Team A: Jim Abbott, John Crouch, Jay 
Cummings, Al Nickens, Don Harbin and Liz Perkins Harbin. Counters: 
Sharrie Creasey and Jim Hazen. Nursery: Mindy Scroggins.
8/28—Ushers/Greeters—Team B: Cliff and Linda Worstenholm, Ron 
and Jan Brown, Keith Crane, Reid Sanders. Counters: Linda Angus and 
Joe Eufinger. Nursery: Amanda Szumowicz. 
9/4—Ushers/Greeters—Team C: Carol Higgins and Pat Perrine, Sharrie 
Creasey and Shannon Loesel Thorpe, Jim Hazen, Clif Turner. Counters: 
Donna Fry and Jim Abbott. Nursery: Leslie Cummings. 

k I c k I n g  o F F  a  n e W  y e a r 

Rally Day! September is the start of our new program year, 
and we’re making plans for a great kick-off. September 11, 
you’ll want to bring your friends to our Rally Day mission fair 
and music technology day, exploring ways to make music with 
technology. (We’ll even have door prizes.) 

Music Technology Day! We aren’t even sure what that is, but 
it sounds cool, and Paul is always full of surprises. The chapel 
will be arranged with a variety of musical, um, alternatives. Plus, 
Paul is treating us to a preview, August 28. Come to worship and 
get a little taste of a new thing. 

Mission Fair! Mission and Ministry Leaders will have tables 
set up to showcase all that is Woodside.  This will be a great 
time to see all that woodside is doing, and ponder your ways to 
participate in the mission. 

Door Prizes! A little something Woodside-ish to take home and 
remember how much fun you had. That’s all we can say right 
now, but you’ll want to be in worship on the 11th! 

n e W s  a n d  n o t e s

Another Intern Summer behind us. Can you help us return 
their leased home to our kindly landlords?  Meet at 9 am 
Saturday 421 South Lyon St. We will remove some furniture and 
do some cleaning. Thanks to Jay and Karen for spearheading this

Ongoing Social action: We are still protesting to repeal the 
2nd Ammendment. Meet Karen Eaton on the Court House lawn 
on Tuesdays at 10 am. If you come to the church first, we have 
signs you can use. 

Summer Hazardous Waste Collection is Sat, Aug 20. More 
info: http://kgcb.net/?page_id=126 then click on the ‘CLICK 
HERE’ for the link.  

WAT E R  U P DAT E S
“Water Friends.” or “Friends of Clean Water.” We’ve 
gotten all kinds of support in our water crisis, from UCC and 
Baptist churches all over the country -- and the gifts keep 
coming. (Soon we’ll have a complete list of these water 
friends on our website.) It is good to know we aren’t alone 
as we wade through this. Ada Congregational Church’s VBS 
program this year highlighted Flint water crisis -- and they 
made us a poster, now on the bulletin board. 

You can fill up your single-serving water bottles at 
either of our safe water fountains near the restrooms on the 
upper and lower level. Additionally, we are awaiting a larger 
filtered station in our kitchenette to fill 1, 2 and 5-gallon 
bottles. Because we received so many donations -- more than 
$70,000 -- we are keeping our commitment to help establish 
safe water stations in other parts of the city. We’ve identified 
4 other possible locations, and are talking with those partners 
about their own willingness to be safe water stations. Watch 
our website for progress reports.  

There’s still a crisis. While Aug 14 marks the end of the 
presidential emergency declaration (and the cost-sharing 
between state and federal governments), it doesn’t end 
the emergency.  There is an ongoing need for bottled water, 
water filters, replacement cartridges and at-home water 
testing kits. Keep filtering your water! 

• Water distribution centers will remain open and 
the state will continue to provide these items until there 
is absolute agreement that Flint’s water system meets 
federal standards. 

• Woodside will remain stocked. We’ll continue to 
provide cases of water (until our fill-station is finished), 
filters, and replacement cartridges. If you live in Flint, 
you’re welcome to come in and take what you need. If 
we don’t have it, ask, and we’ll get it. 

• Continue to Flush! The recovery of the Flint water 
distribution system is dependent on getting water moving 
through the pipes. All residents benefit when people 
are using the water - watering 
lawns and plants, washing cars 
all get water flowing. Flowing 
water benefits everyone. Flint 
water customers will continue 
to receive a 65% credit on the 
water portion of their bills until 
the water supply is at federal 
standards.

Pipe Replacement Efforts are continuing and the city is 
finalizing the contracts with Flint companies for the next 
phase. Michigan has appropriated $27.5 million to date to 
replace lead service lines. 

Water Emergency Jobs.  To help Flint residents cope, 
local leaders are hiring local people, for  water and filter 
distribution, as well as helping residents with the proper 
installation. Go to www.gstmiworks.org, call 810-233-5974 or 
stop by Employment Services at GST Michigan Works!, 711 N 
Saginaw St. 


