
Aug 31, 2017     Vol. LXXV. Issue 21

Woodside World
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Woodside Church is a progressive Christian community 
committed to nurturing freedom, honesty and diversity,

where members and friends live Jesus’ way of social justice. 
  

a Congregation of the United Church of Christ and American Baptist Churches 

R e v .  D r .  D e b o r a h  D e M a r s  C o n r a d ,  P a s t o r   A n n e  O p e r ,  O f f i c e  M a n a g e r

A m b e r  D o u g h e r t y  a n d  K e n d a l l  B r o w n ,  c o - e d i t o r s

From the Pastor - Responding to Harvey. 

A lot of people are hurting this week in Southeast Texas and 
Southern Louisiana. That area, after the initial impact of Harvey’s 
Category 4 winds, has received more rainfall in a week than Flint 
gets in 16 months. At least 38 people have died, and the rain 
keeps coming. And some of you have asked me about friends and 
colleagues I have there. I appreciate your kindness. I lived in Texas 
from 1987-1995, serving congregations in areas that are under 
water right now. I have been in touch with some folks, and trust 
that others are making their way to safety. The news reports are of 
a catastrophic storm, but also of people taking care of each other, 
which warms our hearts. 

One of the questions you may ask, if you haven’t already, is how 
to help, because, to our credit, when crisis of such magnitude hits, 
we want to help. Nicely done, humans. 

I have some suggestions, some of my own, and some from 
people I trust. 

First, don’t mail the contents of your garage to affected zip codes. 

Josh Baird, my partner in the summer intern program you all 
allow me to keep coordinating, is the Director of Volunteering 
for the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ); Josh reminds 
congregations regularly to be mindful of how our actions help, 
but also how we get in the way. Sorting clothes, books and 
housewares is potentially a fulltime job for a lot of people, and, 
to quote Kimberly "Sweet Brown" Wilkins after she escaped an 
apartment fire: “ain’t nobody got time for that.” Storm victims are 
still trying to find family, find safety, find rescue, and the water is 
still rising. There are far more urgent needs than your old toaster 
or outgrown sweaters. I know, I know: we mean well, and we 
want stuff to be used rather than tossed; consider taking it to the 
VOA locally, but DO NOT send it to a flood zone. Don’t even hold 
diaper drives or canned goods drives or book drives or pet food 
drives. Because, same thing, it takes time and resources to sort, 
store and distribute. Plus, every hotel taken by well-meaning do-
gooders is one less room for a family that lost its home. Don’t 
do that. And don’t show up unannounced to volunteer. Wait for 
the professionals to organize a response; otherwise, you take 
up space and redirect local leaders and responders away from 
whatever vital work they are trying to do.   

Instead, if you can, if you’re inclined, here’s how to send money.

It can be hard to know whom to trust, and go-fund-me accounts 
can pop up as fast as roofing crews after a storm. Our denominations 
are actually both part of long-standing response initiatives that 
Woodside supports – Disaster Response Ministries that are reliable 
and on-the-ball. For the UCC, there’s more info and a donation link 
here; for the American Baptist Churches, here. (Or you can put a 
check in the offering plate marked “disaster” and we’ll take it from 
there.) These are the folks that helped Woodside respond to Flint’s 
own water crisis; we know they’ll do what is needed. You can trust 
that your gift goes where it is needed most. 

One more thing…

When Katrina hit the Gulf Coast in 2005, I was director of a mission 
center, a non-profit ministry that lived on gifts. I, and every other 
non-profit director I know, took a major funding hit, as people all 
over redirected their giving to disaster relief. Many small nonprofits 
never recovered from this. One NPO director, interviewed on public 
radio, was asked how she was managing in the funding shortfall. 
She said she hadn’t gotten her salary in a couple of months. The 
interviewer moved right on, as if this were no big deal, but you and 
I know that most folks can’t skip 3-6 paychecks and be ok. Many, 
many of us would be in crisis if we missed even one or two. 

One disaster has the potential to create funding and volunteer 
crises for many, many, many organizations that do vital work year 
round. That includes your favorite youth outreach, food and rent 
assistance, educational assistance, health care, the arts, the humane 
society, environmental causes, Black Lives Matter, immigration 
and incarceration reform, advocacy for policies and programs that 
matter year-round. Keep giving. These things matter. 

Not everyone can afford to give to every need that comes up. 
That’s just truth. But if you choose to give to disaster relief, try not 
to take it from your regular giving if you can, which can disrupt the 
work of those ministries you already care about. They will thank you 
for this. 

And this, because you knew I’d get there…

Speaking of policies (I wasn't, I know), our government apparently 
needs encouragement to acknowledge that climate change is real 
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Micah’s Table: 

We’re Doing Justice, Loving Kindness... 
Find more here: www.facebook.com/woodsidechurchofflint.

Indivisible  is a nationwide movement started by former congressional 
staffers who created "Indivisible: A Practical Guide for Resisting the Trump 
Agenda." Learn more about the movement, download a copy of the guide, 
and find local groups at www.indivisibleguide.com. The next meeting date 
of Indivisible-Southern Genesee County is Mon, Sept 18, 6:30 pm, John's 
Pizzaria, Fenton.

Poor People’s Campaign: A National Call for Moral Revival - Join Rev Dr 
William J Barber II and Rev Dr Liz Theoharis in their campaign to unite the 
nation from the bottom up on Tues, Sep 5, Wayne County Community 
College, 6:30 pm. Childcare is provided. www.poorpeoplescampaign.org.

The Equality Caucus of Genesee County works with and for the LGBTQ 
community by educating the public, influencing policy, networking local 
businesses that pledge to be safe spaces, and more. Get to know the people 
involved and find out what the group is about at their next social meeting on 
Thu, Sep 7, 6 pm at The Good Beans Cafe. Their monthly business meeting 
is Tue, Sep 19, 6 pm at UAW Region 1-D on Atherton Rd. 

Food Giveaway - The Genesee County Hispanic/Latino Collaborative's 
(GCHLC)  La Placita Food Pantry  is 9am-7pm Wednesdays at Woodside. 
You must make an appointment by Tuesday. Call 810-874-2752 or email 
lapacitafoodpantry@gchlc.org. Tell your friends in need.

Mobile Food Pantry - The Food Bank of Eastern Michigan and Michigan 
DHHS are taking a mobile food pantry to various neighborhoods in Flint. The 
schedule for Sept is:  

Sep 5 - Cornerstone Baptist, 3016 S. Saginaw, 9 am;  Sep 5 - St. Michael's, 
609 E. 5th Ave, 12 pm; Sep 6 - Cornerstone Baptist, 3016 S. Saginaw, 9 am; 
Sep 6 - Salem Lutheran, 2610 MLK Ave, 12 pm; Sep 7 - Cornerstone Baptist, 
3016 S. Saginaw, 9 am; Sep 7 - Second Chance, 5306 North St., 11 am; Sep 7 
- Hallwood Plaza, 4905 Clio Rd., 11:30 am; Sep 9 - Calvary United Methodist, 
2111 Flushing Rd., 10 am; Sep 9 - Flint Muslim Food Pantry, 4400 S. Saginaw, 
10 am. For more information, visit the Food Bank website at www.FBEM.
org or call 810-239-4441.

La Placita Scholarship Fundraiser, organized by the Genesee County 
Hispanic Latino Collaborative is Thur, Sept 14, from 6-8 pm (registration 
and cocktails at 5) at Insight Institute of Neurosurgery and Neurology, 4800 
Saginaw St.  Tickets are $20 and all proceeds benefit the LaPlacita Scholarship 
Fund, to advocate for the Hispanic-Latino populations in Genesee County in 
the areas of education, cultural awareness and social needs. 

Upcoming Weeks at Woodside (9/2 to 9/23)
Sundays  11 am Worship  
   then conversation/coffee
Sun, Sep 10 11 am Board of Directors Installed
Mondays  Office Closed
Tuesdays-Fridays 8 am-6 pm Wildroot at Woodside
Tue, Sep 5  Office Closed - Labor Day
Tue, Sep 19 5:30 pm  Board Meeting
  7 pm Newcomer Gathering
Saturdays  8-noon Wildroot at Woodside

Sunday Helpers this Month
9/3 Ushers/Greeters— Team E: Virgil and Sheryl Cope, Linda Lee, 
Renee Harrison and Dee Johnson.  Counters: Donald Harbin and Jim 
Hazen.
9/10 Ushers/Greeters—Team A: Jim Abbott, John Crouch, Jay 
Cummings, Al Nickens, Don Harbin and Liz Perkins Harbin. Counters: 
Linda Angus and Joe Eufinger.
9/17 Ushers/Greeters—Team B: Linda Worstenholm, Ron & Jan 
Brown, Keith Crane. Counters: Virgil Cope and Jim Abbott. 
9/24 Ushers/Greeters—Team C: Carol Higgins and Pat Perrine, 
Sharrie Creasey and Shannon Loesel Thorpe, Jim Hazen, Clif Turner. 
Counters: Carol Higgins and Shannon Loesel Thorpe.

10/1 Ushers/Greeters—Team D: Jim Richardson, Sharon and Ted 
Bolander, Joe and Laura Eufinger, Ron Fader and Jeff Springgay. 
Counters: Jim Richardson and Dave Pinchock.

In Our Congregation
Birthday Cards wanted - Our member Miriam Schaefer will be 
100 years old on Sept 6. Send a birthday card to her through us, 
and we will take all of them at once to her house. Please tell anyone 
who may know Miriam about this. We need them in the office 
by Sunday. Either drop them off or send to: Miriam Schaefer c/o 
Woodside Church; 1509 E Court St; Flint, MI 48503.

"Wildroot @ Woodside" is here All week. The special 'pour-
over' coffees they offer will now be in our Chapel Tuesdays through 
Fridays, from 8 am to 6 pm, Saturdays from 8 am to noon, plus 
Sundays during worship! Come enjoy a good cup of coffee for free. 

Prayers still needed: Miriam Schaefer and Corinna Johnson. 

The Sun morning Book Group and Adult forums will resume in 
September after Labor Day weekend. 

Woodside Information Sessions will begin Sun, Oct 1 at 9:30 am 
or on Tue, Oct 3 at 7 pm. This 5-week series is the path for new or 
renewed membership. Call the office if you will need child care. 

and is contributing to ever-intensifying weather patterns: news 
sources report that 3 days before the storm hit, President Trump 
reversed federal rules about construction of infrastructure in 
flood zones – rules written after Katrina, written precisely because 
climate change is increasing the frequency and intensity of storms. 

The President and GOP are also considering cuts of nearly $1 
billion from federal disaster relief – cuts from FEMA, the National 
Weather Service, HUD, the USDA, NOAA, all agencies who do 
difficult work in unpredictable times – including a hefty cut to 
pre-disaster planning. A billion rerouted dollars that they intend 
to use to pay for a wall on our southern border, all while our 
southern neighbor has offered flood relief and assistance. Such a 

wall would be a physical and psychological barrier; if Trump and 
the Congressional majority have their way, it will also become a 
financial barrier to neighborliness. 

You can call your elected folks and tell them this is dumb. 
You can vote to replace them with people who understand our 
responsibility to one another. In times like this, we tend to focus 
on private generosity. But generosity isn’t the same as justice. 
While we work to recover from the worst storm on the continental 
US ever, let’s not forget what our tax dollars do, what our votes do, 
and how effective we can be as a whole people, when we are on 
an honest and caring road together.  

With you on that journey, - pastor deb
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