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R e v .  D r .  D e b o r a h  D e M a r s  C o n r a d ,  P a s t o r

F r o m  o u r  N e w  S e m i N a r i a N … 
We welcome Seminarian Eric Carlson, working 
with us through the school year.  

Hello Woodside, 

I just wanted to take a minute 
to introduce myself. 

I have been involved in church 
ministry for over 14 years, in 
roles from youth minister to 
church planter. I felt a calling 
as a teenager to walk alongside others on 
their faith journey. 

From Lapeer, I have a B.A. from Spring 
Arbor University in Youth Ministry and I am 
pursuing a Master of Divinity from Chicago 
Theological Seminary. During the week I 

work as a Hospice Chaplain for the Medical 
Team Hospice here in Flint. 

In high school, I met my wife Sarah in a 
traveling singing group, Teens for Christ. It 
took me ten years, but I finally convinced 
her to marry me. We are approaching our 
10th anniversary and we have two energetic 
boys, Drake, 4, and Bennett, 2. (If I ever look 
sleep deprived, they are the likely cause.) 

Stuff I like to do when I have the time 
include going to concerts, playing nerdy 
board games, and drinking craft beer.  

I was a church kid and grew up attending 
different churches in the Wesleyan tradition. 
One of my interests is in philosophy and 

theology. I find myself fascinated by way we 
understand God and how that impacts how 
we live in the world. It is this pursuit that 
has taken me from a conservative Christian 
up-bringing to a broader, more inclusive 
and loving understanding of God. I enjoy 
exploring these ideas about God and sharing 
the journey of faith and life with others. 

I am hoping that over the next 9 months we 
can share the journey together, a journey of 
loving God and loving others. In this process 
I hope that we will be formed and shaped 
more in the image of Christ. 

Looking forward to the Journey together, 

- Eric

k i c k i N g  o F F  a  N e w  y e a r 

Rally Day! September is the start of our new program year, and we’re making plans for a great kick-off. September 11, you’ll want to bring 
your friends to our Rally Day mission fair and music technology day.

Mission Fair! Mission and Ministry Leaders will have tables set up to showcase all that is Woodside.  This will be a great time to see all 
that woodside is doing, and ponder your ways to participate in the mission. 

Music Technology Day! We aren’t even sure what that is, but it sounds cool, and Paul is always full of surprises. The chapel will be 
arranged with a variety of musical, um, alternatives.  

Door Prizes! A little something Woodside-ish to take home and remember how much fun you had. That’s all we can say right now, but 
you’ll want to be in worship on the 11th! 

Plus, a Ribbon Cutting Ceremony! Our safe water filling stations are now operative. There is one in the kitchenette (at the sinks) and 
one downstairs. Our water fountains are also safe and can be used to fill regular-sized bottles.  More information to come next week.
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T h i S  m o N T h  aT  w o o d S i d e  9/3  -  9/10
Sat: 9/3 8 am Flint Neighborhood United
 10 - 1 am Cleaning downstairs
Sun: 9/4 11 am Worship 
	 then,	Lemonade	&	Conversation
Mon: 9/5 Office Closed
Tue: 9/6 Office Closed for Labor Day

S u N d a y  h e l p e r S  T h i S  m o N T h 
9/4—Ushers/Greeters—Team C: Carol Higgins and Pat Perrine, Sharrie 
Creasey and Shannon Loesel Thorpe, Jim Hazen, Clif Turner. Counters: 
Donna Fry and Jim Abbott. Nursery: Leslie Cummings. 

9/11—Ushers/Greeters—Team D: Jim Richardson, Sharon and Ted 
Bolander, Joe and Laura Eufinger, Ron Fader and Jeff Springgay. 
Counters: Virgil Cope and Shannon Loesel Thorpe. Nursery: Ashley 
Dietz.
9/18—Ushers/Greeters—Team E: Virgil and Sheryl Cope, Mike and 
Linda Thompson, Linda Lee, Renee Harrison, Dee Johnson. Counters: 
Jim Richardson and Dave Pinchock. Nursery: Carol Parker.
9/25—Ushers/Greeters—Team A: Jim Abbott, John Crouch, Jay 
Cummings, Al Nickens, Don Harbin and Liz Perkins Harbin. Counters: 
Carol Higgins and Reid Sanders. Nursery: Karen Eaton.
10/2—Ushers/Greeters—Team B: Cliff and Linda Worstenholm, Ron 
and Jan Brown, Keith Crane, Reid Sanders. Counters: Sharrie Creasey 
and Jim Hazen. Nursery: Jim Abbott. 

N e w  T o  w o o d S i d e ?

Newcomers’ Gathering. This is a chance to get to know each other 
in a casual non-worship kind of way. We’ll gather at Karen Eaton’s 
house 7 pm Thur, Sept 15. No pressure to join, conversation and light 
refreshments. Call the office or sign up to attend. Child care will be 
provided at the church if you call us to let us know it’s needed. (It’s just 
a few blocks to Karen’s.) 

An Inquirers’ Class will be held after worship for 3 weeks, beginning 
on Sun,  Sept 25 (12:30-2 pm). 

If you are interested in membership at Woodside, or just want a 
refresher about who we are and what we’re about, this is for you! 
(Attending doesn’t commit you to join, just prepares you and helps you 
decide.) 

Gatherings include lunch and childcare. Please sign up or leave a note 
in the church office, so we can count on lunch quantities and childcare 
helpers. 

N e w S  a N d  N o T e S

Mott College’s Fall Rally is Wed, Sept 21 and we always have a 
Woodside table. Please sign up to hang out by the table for an hour 
or two, handing out information and chatting with folks about the 
wonders of Woodside. 

College Study Nights at Woodside is another way we can support 
students -- by providing quiet space to prep for exams. Interested in 
helping out? Leave a note in the office, and we’ll hook you up.  

Cleaning! Help! Our church is hosting the UCC Annual Meeting in 
October and we want to be ready for guests. We began today, and 
continue 10am-1pm Saturday, in the lower level. If you can help, just 
show up. You may want to bring a pair of gloves - regular cleaning 
supplies will be provided. “Trust me” (said someone who didn’t include 
her name), “it will be fun!”

Faith Formation for Children: We are trying to assess what families 
want and how to proceed. If you have kids or have participated in our 
kids’ programs before, It is possible you received a postcard survey. 
Please return the card to the office. If you didn’t receive a card, we 
have extras in the office and would love to hear from you. 

Board NoTeS

Our Board of Directors will be away for our annual visioning 
retreat Sept 16-18. 

We’ll be going to Crystal Lake Retreat Center in Frankfort, a camp 
of our partner denomination the Christian Church (Disciples of 
Christ). 

Karen has info about ride sharing and meal assignments; please 
talk with her. 

Our retreat pre-reading this year is Beyond Resistance, by UCC 
President John Dorhauer. It’s a compelling discussion of the 
future of church in a changing world, with important implications 
for Woodside. It will help shape our conversations. (If you haven’t 
already, please pick up a copy in the office.)

r a l l y  d a y  N o T e S

Ministry and Project Leaders: as you prep for our Mission Fair, 
please talk to Annie by Tuesday latest about your Rally Day table 
display.  

Safe Church Training. Woodside is committed to providing a 
safe place for all the folks who gather. 

Among other things, this means we require training for anyone 
interested in working or volunteering with our children. 

There will be a seminar 7-9 pm Tue, Sept 20, after which we 
perform a state background check on each potential teacher, 
helper or nursery sitter. 

Even if you’ve been through this training someplace else, or 
you’ve been a school teacher for 9 decades, you are required to 
participate. 

If you’ve done this training at woodside, but more than a year 
ago, we ask that you come take part as a refresher, and to be 
updated to our safe church practices. 

Childcare is provided, but you must sign-up if you need childcare.

a d u l T  F o r u m S  T o  B e g i N

Adult Sunday Forums begin Sept 11, at 9:30 am. 

vSeminarian Eric Carlson and Jay Cummings will co-lead the 
discusion of the book, Dear White Christians: For Those Still 
Longing for Racial Reconciliation by Jennifer Harvey. (She’ll be 
speaking	here	Oct	14-15	at	the	UCC	annual	meeting.)	This group 
will meet in the parlor. Prior to the first meeting, please read the 
Introduction. Subsequent reading assignments tbd. 

from amazon.com: “In this provocative book Jennifer 
Harvey argues for a radical shift in how justice-committed 
white Christians think about race. She calls for moving away 
from the reconciliation paradigm that currently dominates 
interracial relations and embracing instead a reparations 
paradigm.”

vPastor Deb will lead a study of Manna and Mercy: a brief 
history of God’s unfolding promise to mend the entire universe 
by Daniel Erlander. This is a deeply engaging look at scripture, for 
beginners and re-beginners, helping us see the bible as one large 
story. Plus it is written in sort-of comic book style, with a clever 
gopher hanging around the margins. This group will meet in the 
library. No weekly pre-reading is involved. 

Copies of both of these books are provided at no cost. You can 
pick up Dear	White	Christians in the church office; one copy of 
Manna & Mercy is available for review; copies will be distributed 
during class. 
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