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From the Pastor - 

News on the Way…

I’m feeling a little discombobulated this week.
I’ve had to rearrange my week’s schedule to 

accommodate an eye emergency. My office is in disarray, 
and strewn about between two rooms, as I relocate into the 
library. And I’m about to head to the eye center in Ann Arbor 
– my third trip in a week – just as soon as I get this Woodside 
World in Annie’s hands. I’m feeling a little discombobulated. 

I’m probably not the only one. 
Friday, just before we were all to head north for our 

annual board retreat (which didn’t happen because of eye 
things), our leadership met at the title company downtown 
to sign the papers deeding our beloved worship home to its 
new owner and steward. The check is in the bank, and we 
are confident the building is in good and loving hands; but 
we are adjusting to life as tenants, facing a future we cannot 
yet clearly see. 

It can be a little discombobulating. And it reminds me of 
that Paul Simon song: “I’m on my way; I don’t know where 
I’m going…”

In order to help it be less so, Linda and I want to do 
everything we can to keep you all informed. So, we’ll include 
a new section in Woodside World called “transition notes,” 
even when there’s nothing to tell. But for today, here’s an 
overview of the various aspects of life at Woodside in the 
in-between. 

First, about that minor move. 
The pastor’s office, the one I’ve enjoyed for nearly 4 

years, the space adjacent to the volunteer/reception area, 
is also the location of an electrical panel and the fire alarm 
panel. Because these utilities may need to be accessed from 
time to time, and because I believe the pastor’s office needs 
to be a private place, the board and I have decided to move 
me to what has been the library. Meetings and classes will 
mostly be in the parlor now, though I will still have small 
meetings in my office, as I always have. The library has been 
dismantled, with most things moved into storage, with a lot 
of other stuff. 

Committees and Their Work
The board has appointed 4 Committees of the Board and 

one Team, all tending to various aspects of this major change 
in our life. They are all working diligently to ease the anxiety 
and create the future we know is ours. We owe them our 
thanks. 

Committee for a Permanent Location
This committee is concerned with where we land for the 

long-term. Chaired by Karen Eaton, the group is gathering 
information about any possible location, including existing 
churches and facilities, as well as possible land available for 
building. They will weigh as many options as possible, and 
bring to the board any recommendations. The congregation 
must approve any final arrangement. As with the sale of 1509 
E Court, any actual real estate negotiations will necessarily 
remain confidential, to preserve our negotiating leverage. But 
congregation input is welcome as we create a list of options, 
and congregational approval will be sought at key junctures of 
the process. Scott Galloway, our advocate and wise counselor, 
will continue to work with us. The group has also met with 
church building consultants, who are helping us identify needs 
and discuss financial issues. 

Temporary Location Committee
Since we now know our time in this space is finite, and we 

also know that finding a permanent home could take a little 
while (or could happen fairly quickly), the board has appointed 
a committee to identify possible short-term locations where 
we might lease while we plan. This committee, led by Linda 
Angus, has been adding and removing locations from a short 
list for a couple of months. Ideas include other churches, 
community centers, retail spaces – any place we might have 
offices and activities for the least disruption to our mission. If 
you have ideas, please pass them along to Linda. 

Events Committee
We know that leaving this space will be emotionally 

challenging. We have a committee for that, a group of folks, led 
by Patti Pagels, planning a series of rituals and events that will 
help us along. One of those has already begun – a collection 
of interviews with some of our longest-tenured members, a 
way of capturing their memories, reminding us that we aren’t 
building from scratch, but we go with the love and grace, and 
on the foundation of, the saints who have come before. 

News on the Way…continued on p 2



W o o d s i d e  C h u r c h  | 1509 E. Court St. Flint, MI 48503 | 810-767-4911 | info@woodsidechurch.net | www.woodsidechurch.net2

Micah’s Table: 
We’re Doing Justice, Loving Kindness... 

Find more here: www.facebook.com/woodsidechurchofflint.

Indivisible  is a nationwide resistance movement with lots of local 
chapters.  The next meeting date of Indivisible-Southern Genesee 
County is Mon, Oct 16, 6:30 pm, John's Pizzeria, Fenton.

The Equality Caucus of Genesee County works to make life safe 
and good for the LGBTQ community.  The monthly business meeting 
is Tue, Oct 17, 6 pm at UAW Region 1-D on Atherton Rd. 

Helping you Get What You Need
La Placita Food Pantry, a program of the Genesee County Hispanic/
Latino Collaborative (GCHLC) is 9am-7pm Wednesdays at Woodside. 
You must make an appointment by Tuesday. Call 810-874-2752 or 
email laplacitafoodpantry@gchlc.org. Tell your friends in need.

Flint Community Reads.  Join members of the community 
in reading and discussing The New Jim Crow, by Michelle 
Alexander. The group meets on the second Saturday of every 
month from 11-1, and the first meeting, covering the book's 
Introduction, is at the Flint Public Library on Oct 14.

Know Your Voting Rights. The League of Women Voters will 
give a presentation followed by a panel discussion and Q&A 
opportunity. Wed, Oct 18 at 6 pm, Flint Public Library

Upcoming Week at Woodside (10/15 to 10/21)
Sun, Oct 8 9:30 am Member Info Session 2
   Book Group
   11 am Worship then conversation/coffee
Mon, Oct 9  Office Closed
Tues-Fri 8 am-6 pm Wildroot at Woodside
Sat, Oct 14 8-noon Wildroot at Woodside

  In Our Congregation
Woodside Information Sessions continue at 9:30 am this 
Sunday. Week 3 of this 5-week series is the path for new or 
renewed membership. Please call the office if you will need 
child care. 

Jump Right In
Woodside Emergency Assistance. Did you know that, 
through your gifts, we provide emergency assistance to 
neighbors and community members? Yep, your generous 
support let's us help a lot of people.  Funds for The Minister's 
Discretionary account are getting low. So your offerings will 
be appreciated in the weeks to come. If you can make a gift, 
just make it to Woodside and mark it "Discretionary Fund". 
We'll take it from there. Thank you! 

Book Discussion Group is also 9:30 am Sundays, reading 
Brand® New Theology: The Wal-Martization of T.D. Jakes and 
the New Black Church by seminary professor and former Flint 
resident, Dr. Paula McGee. Clif Turner extra copies to loan, or 
it is available on Amazon and Kindle. This week: chapter 3!

Personal Property
Woodside/First Baptist Church has gathered a lot of stuff over nearly 70 years in this space and nearly 180 as a 

congregation, (though I suspect it would be worse had there not been two prior major moves). We’ve had a diligent 
committee, led by Don Harbin, taking inventories and making recommends to the board about what to keep and how to 
dispose of the rest. There is a fairly short list of things to keep, as we are not sure what our new space will look like, and 
we’ll want to furnish it appropriately. Liquidation of the rest will happen in stages, the first two of which are taking shape. 
Please be aware that no items will be for sale apart from one of these avenues. 

1. After conversations with 3 companies, we have engaged Stefek’s Auction House for the big stuff, and they have 
already removed a lot of things that will be auctioned in the coming months. This includes the grand pianos 
(we have kept one for our use), one of the harpsichords, the mid-century modern furnishings, and some other 
items that you may have already noticed missing. As soon as we have information about the auction, we will 
let you know, in case you want to bid. 

2. We have engaged Frozen in Time, an estate sale management company led by Tim Look, to conduct a sale 
at Woodside. We interviewed several companies, and were most comfortable with the approach that Tim 
described to us. We’ll have more detail about that in the next couple of weeks, and will let you know. 

Care Team
With all the details of logistics, we want to ensure that congregational needs don’t get overlooked. As I wrote about last 

week, I am training a group of folks in the art and ministry of care-giving. Sometime in December, they’ll be commissioned 
in worship, sent out to visit, connect, respond to the things our members are facing. For now, if you know of someone in 
need of care, please let me know by email or phone (my cell phone is fastest). 

Discombobulated. It’s easy to understand. But we’re going someplace and we’ll get there together. I encourage you to 
read woodside world and woodside briefs, for news and notes. But I also have to say once again that there is no substitute 
for being present. Come to worship; be part of the community as we gather. It is the best way I know to walk together, 
sharing the grief and the excitement. Wherever the road goes, we’ll hold hands as we travel. 
 With you on the journey, (after I get back from Ann Arbor),  
          - pastor deb
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