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CHURCH NEWS of  CONGREGATION and COMMUNITY

    Woodside Church is a progressive Christian community committed to nurturing freedom, honesty and diversity, 
    where members and friends live Jesus’ way of social justice.

    R e v .  D r .  D e b o r a h  D e M a r s  C o n r a d ,  P a s t o r    A n n e  O p e r ,  O f f i c e  M a n a g e r

This Sunday, Woodside will vote on a proposal to sell our 
beloved home at 1509 East Court Street. Then, next Sunday, 
we will launch our 2016-17 Stewardship initiative, “From 
Mansion to Mission.” It is a time of quite mixed emotions. 
Miriam Schaeffer, our longest and oldest member, and one 
of the few remaining Woodsiders/First Baptist-ers who 
remember life before East Court, has embraced this moment 
in our congregation’s life and offers her thoughts below. We 
appreciate her witness and her long-time devotion to the 
vitality of this community of faith.  -- pastor deb

Sell Our ChurCh Building?
I hear Woodside will be voting on selling our 
beautiful church building. I say, “Great!” 

I still feel unhappiness at the thought of  selling 
something that had been a part of  my life for 
over half  a century. For years, contributions by 
the members have been used to make repairs 
and provide comfort to themselves and visitors. 
With the membership one tenth of  what it was 
when the church opened, contributions now can’t 
keep up with what’s needed. It would be well to 
use members’ contributions for what the church 
should be all about: service to the congregation 
and community, doing things God expects us to do.

In 1946, my husband and I came to Flint. He was 
to resume his work at General Motors Institute. We 
needed a church home. After visiting many churches 
we finally found one in First Baptist Church, an 
old building in downtown Flint. This was the 
church’s second 
building; the first 
was nearer the 
river. When we 
came to church 
we found a large 
c o n g r e g a t i o n , 
bursting at 
the seams.

The Sunday we were welcomed into the church 
along with other new members, Dr. Elmer 
introduced each of  the new members and what they 
were bringing to the church. Frank said “Miriam 
is familiar with this church. She led a convention 
of  young people of  the Michigan Baptist Youth 
Fellowship. In so doing, she occupied this very 
pulpit before I came to Flint.”

Our family grew. So the talk came “We need a bigger 
building.” As we were getting ready to move into the 
new building, it had plenty of  space, symbolism, a 
dedicated minister, and plenty of  music. We could 
contribute so much to the community. I was proud 
to be a Christian working and contributing in the 
new surroundings.

The church became known for its community 
outreach, its music program, and its interest 
in helping young people through a scholarship 
program. Yes, there was a feeling of  pride in 
what the church could do. We even welcomed a 
congregation from another denomination to join 
us, and we changed our name to Woodside Church. 
We were proud of  the growth of  the church. Maybe 
in the process we lost sight of  individual members.

After Dr. Elmer left the church, some of  the 
congregation found it difficult to have the same 
pride in what was going on. At first the decline in 
membership wasn’t addressed, but in time the loss 
of  members made it more and more difficult to 
support the program. Some of  us lost sight of  the 
real foundation of  the church: We come to worship 
God and Jesus.

Now we have come to the point where our eyes are 
open to the fact that our membership is unable to 
raise enough money to support a building of  this 
size. When major repairs are needed, we realize 

see Schaeffer, page 2 



W o o d s i d e  C h u r c h  | 1509 E. Court St. Flint, MI 48503 | 810-767-4911 | info@woodsidechurch.net | www.woodsidechurch.net

T h i s  M o n T h  aT  W o o d s i d e  10/30  -  11/5

Sun: 10/30 11 am Worship 
  then, coffee & Conversation
	 12:45	pm	Special	Congregational	Meeting 
Mon: 10/31 Office	Closed
	 6-8	pm	Harrington	Visitation
Tue: 11/01 3 pm - 8 pm Student Survival Space
 1 pm Harrington Memorial Service 
Wed: 11/02 3 pm - 8 pm Student Survival Space
Sat: 11/05 8:30 am Flint Neighborhood United

C o n g r e g aT i o n a l  n e W s  a n d  n o T e s

we are informed...Phyllis Harrington, long-time	
member, died Oct 17 in South Carolina. A memorial 
service will be held at Woodside at 1 pm Tue, Nov 1. 
Visitation	will	be	6-8	pm	Mon,	Oct	31,	in	Woodside’s	
parlor. 
Call to Meeting
All	voting	members	of	Woodside	Church	are	reminded	
of	a	 special	 congregation	meeting	at	12:45	pm	 this	
Sunday, Oct 30, in the sanctuary. The single agenda 
item will concern the sale of our real property at 
1509 E Court Street. 
“Clean the office” party!
The	 office	 has	 become	 a	 dumping	 ground	 for	
everything - it needs cleaning up. So join us tomorrow, 
Fri,	 Oct	 28	 at	 1:30	 to	 straighten	 up	 the	 office.	 The	
more	people	join	in,	the	more	fun	we’ll	have.	
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C o M M u n i T y  n e W s  a n d  n o T e s

Real Talk...about sexuality, STIs/HIV, healthy 
relationships	 and	 safer	 choices	 on	 Sat,	 Oct	 29,	 from	
10 am-6pm at Planned Parenthood Health Center, 
Beecher Rd, Flint. Open to all teens ages 13 to 15. RSVP 
today 734-926-4859.
Fall Family Fun Fest at Camp Talahi, Sat, Oct 29.  10:30 
am Haunted 5K, register online here. Noon - 4 pm Fall 
Family Fun Fest includes:

• Food and drinks
• Hay rides
• Pumpkin	decorating
• Horse	activities	and	pony	rides
• Games	and	face	painting
• Costume Contest
• Raffle.	

Tickets are required for each event and are available 
for	purchase	at	the	door	for	$1	per	ticket.
U of M-Flint 60th Anniversary, 2016 Common Read, 
Public Keynote address by Khalil Gibran Muhammad, 
Professor of History, Race, and Public Policy, Harvard 
University.	He	speaks	on	America’s	Racial	Past	and	the	
Future of Black Life, Thurs, Nov 3, 4-6 pm in the KIVA, 
University Center. 
The 2016-2017 Common Read Book is Ta-Nehisi 
Coates’,	Between the World and Me. More Info.

that we are not supporting 
what a church should be 
about. A smaller building 
would demand less in 
upkeep and allow more to 
support the total program 
of  the church including 
community outreach.

So let’s all get together and 
support the committee 
that’s done the planning, 
and work together to 
complete the process of  
having a smaller church 
home.

-- Miriam Schaefer
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