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CHURCH NEWS of  CONGREGATION and COMMUNITY

    Woodside Church is a progressive Christian community committed to nurturing freedom, honesty and diversity, 
    where members and friends live Jesus’ way of social justice.

    R e v .  D r .  D e b o r a h  D e M a r s  C o n r a d ,  P a s t o r     A n n e  O p e r ,  O f f i c e  M a n a g e r

Karen Eaton texted me today that she had an extra copy of the Flint 
Journal’s water supplement, and would I like to have it as a resource: 
“It covers the water crisis from beginning to end,” she wrote. Then, in a 
separate text, she amended: “Sorry, there is no end.” 

Who would have thought we’d still be dealing with this. It has been 
about two and a half years since the water was switched, precipitating the 
poisoning; it has been more than a year, now, since Dr. Mona announced 
to a room of govenment officials, activists and journalists that there was 
indeed something wrong with the water.  

In that time, we’ve had state promises, federal sympathy, the world’s 
attention.  

But too few new pipes. 

So, while we have local activists continuing to hold official feet to the fire, 
and some local leaders continuing to lobby for Flint in every situation they 
find themselves, we still don’t have water we can trust. We still staff or seek 
out distribution centers, still deal with filters, still deal with health effects, 
and still wait for another shoe to drop, though the shoes are starting to 
pile up. 

This week, the next shoe. News is that, in our mistrust of water, we are 
neglecting proper hygiene. So there has been an outbreak of shigellosis, 
a bowel thing that feels about as pretty as it sounds. Diarrhea (often 
containing blood or mucus), abdominal pain or cramps, fever. And it is 
quite contagious. 

We have to take this seriously! We are a friendly bunch here at Woodside, 
and we like our refreshment time after worship; so we don’t want to be 
terrified, but we do want to be cautiously smart. To help us stay safe, 
we have ordered free-standing hand-sanitizer stations for the lobby, the 
nursery and the parlor. Plus, since we can’t seem to keep track of those 
little bottles of hand soap, we have ordered wall-mounted soap dispensers 
for the bathrooms and kitchenette (to be delivered and installed in a few 

days). 

We are doing our part to keep folks healthy! 

Your part is this: wash your hands. Constantly. After toileting, certainly, 
but way more than that. And especially before touching food or eating. 
Let’s be safe out there! 

Hand sanitizer isn’t the only recent development for Woodside. 

We have the partnership of our churches. Early in the crisis, Woodside 
became the point 
person in Flint, 
the “steward” for 
the generosity 
of churches 
throughout the 
American Baptist 
Churches and the 
United Church of 
Christ. These, our 
brothers and sisters, 
have continued to 
send gifts, to keep 
us in mind and in prayer, to offer their help, to lobby in whatever ways they 
can, not only for our city, but for safe water for all the world’s people. 

(You’d think it would be a no-brainer that water is a human right, but 
there are some really powerful people who make their money off the 
water needs of the world, who aren’t willing to concede that.)  

So, there’s hand-sanitizer. There’s also bottled water and filters. but 
toward a more ecological approach, we’re shifting gears. 

We have now established our “safe water” stations here at Woodside, 
with water free to any who want to come and get it. And we’re providing 
larger bottles folks can fill. When the Michigan Conference meets here 
next week, folks will be bringing more empty bottles, 1-, 2- or 5-gallons, 
and we’ll make them available. Our hope is that our community will reuse 
these bottles, and we’ll help reduce the plastic the earth and its oceans are 
struggling to digest. 

Additionally, through the water fund, we’ve been able to invite these 
community centers also to filter water and offer it free to their neighbors: 
Neighborhood Engagement Hub; MADE/Broome Center; Vermont 
Christian Church.  

And this exciting development, just this week: 

MADE has developed a training program for “returning citizens,” (those 
formerly incarcerated), to train them in high-level skills such as lead and 
asbestos abatement. Surely these are skills our city needs! Woodside, 
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T h i s  M o n T h  aT  W o o d s i d e  10/9  -  10/15

Sun: 10/9 11 am Worship 
	 	 then,	coffee	&	Conversation
 12:30 pm Inquiry class with Lunch and 
  childcare 
Mon: 10/10 Office Closed
Wed: 10/12 5:30 pm Board of Directors
Fri: 10/14 8:30 am UCC Annual Mtg (Dinner at 6 pm)
Sat: 10/15 8:45 am UCC Annual Mtg

s T a f f  n o T e s

Welcome Tom Travis, our new Music Leader! A native of Flint, 
Tom has 25 years experience in ministry, as musician and pastor 
in the Nazarene tradition. While he’ll be with us in a 1/4-time 
position, he also works full-time with Carriagetown Ministries, 
assisting residents in the Personal Success Program. He says he 
enjoys socializing, and looks forward to getting to know us over 
worship and coffee. 

If you’re interested in joining a music-program-in-transition, 
please say hi to Tom on Sunday! 

If you’re not so musically inclined, please say hi to Tom on 
Sunday! 

Michael Becker, our Custodian, is in a 3-week training program 
for certification in OSHA standards for janitorial, for asbestos 
abatement, for lead pipe replacement and various other much-
needed skills. We’re excited for him, and appreciative of our 
partner, the MADE Institute, for making this available. 

s u n d a y  h e l p e r s  T h i s  M o n T h 
10/9—Ushers/Greeters—Team C: Carol Higgins and Pat Perrine, 
Sharrie Creasey and Shannon Loesel Thorpe, Jim Hazen, Clif Turner. 
Counters: Linda and Joe Eufinger. Nursery:  Ashley Dietz. Liturgist: 
Jay Cummings.
10/16—Ushers/Greeters—Team D: Jim Richardson, Sharon and 
Ted Bolander, Joe and Laura Eufinger, Ron Fader and Jeff Springgay. 
Counters: Donna Fry and Jim Abbott. Nursery: Jessica and Mindy 
Scroggins.
10/23—Ushers/Greeters—Team E: Virgil and Sheryl Cope, Mike 
and Linda Thompson, Linda Lee, Renee Harrison, Dee Johnson. 
Counters: Virgil Cope and Shannon Loesell Thorpe. 
10/30—Ushers/Greeters—Team A: Jim Abbott, John Crouch, 
Jay Cummings, Al Nickens, Don Harbin and Liz Perkins Harbin. 
Counters: Jim Richardson and Dave Pinchock. 
11/6—Ushers/Greeters—Team B: Cliff and Linda Worstenholm, 
Ron and Jan Brown, Keith Crane, Reid Sanders. Counters: Carol 
Higgins and Reid Sanders. 

we are informed... Ted Hanson is recovering at home 
after surgery...  

Thinking of Membership? 

Our Inquirers’ Class concludes after worship this Sun, 
12:30-2 pm, but it’s not too late to join in. If you’re 
interested, this could become part 1, and we’ll keep going 
with a whole new group. Lunch and childcare provided; 
just let us know how to plan. 
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Denomination News and Notes
Michigan Conference United Church of Christ  
Our Michigan Conference UCC has asked us to host the annual meeting, 
which is part business, part inspiration, all fellowship. So, next week, Oct 
14-15, we’ll have lots of company!  

You can participate! 

First, you can attend all or part of the gathering. 

There will be workshops, keynote addresses, worship, an exhibit hall, a 
celebration meal Friday evening. Plus, probably some energetic discussion 
of issues important to us. To find an agenda, various resolutions and other 
vital info, including registration materials, go here.  

Second, you can help with the hosting.  

If you have the spiritual gift of being nice to people, (we know not 
everyone does), we need you as greeters and ushers, for a couple of 
hours or for the whole weekend, to help folks find their way. 

If you can help, the planners will waive your registration fee. You’ll 
even get free meals! Just call the office to sign up for times and meal 
preferences. 

Thanks for helping us live our gift of welcome. 

American Baptist Churches of Metro Chicago
We’re also part of the American Baptist Churches, and are happy to 
welcome Doug Harris and Carol McVetty, clergy couple and leadership 
team, as the new executive co-directors of our regional church. They 
replace Larry Greenfield, our long-time friend, who is now working out 
his retirement as Executive Director of the Parliament of the World’s 
Religions. 

Pastor Deb had a lovely visit with Carol and Doug in Kalamazoo mid-
September, and an interesting conference call with the folks at Larry’s 
Parliament. Hmmm. 

Congrats, all! 

Association of Welcoming and Affirming Baptists 
Finally, we celebrate with AWAB the appointment of Katie Chapman as 
Executive Director. Welcome, Katie!

through the water fund, has been able to fund tuition for 3 participants 
in this program, and we hear that employers around the state are already 
lining up to consider these new trainees for vital positions. It is good to see 
such positive developments, to be able to collaborate with such visionary 
people.  

It is also good to be remembered, and good to be a catalyst for broader 
conversations. 

This week, we welcome two leaders from our UCC national offices. Zach 
Wolgemuth is director of disaster relief; Brooks Berndt is minister for 
environmental justice. Thursday and Friday, they will be touring Flint and 
meeting with local leaders to determine how the UCC can continue to be a 
partner in responding to this mess. We are so thankful for the attention our 
wider church is paying! 

The end will come, eventually. Water will be better and we’ll drink again. 

In the meantime, we continue to support each other, and to give thanks 
for the care of folks from around the world, and to offer ourselves in service 
of others. 

With you on the journey, 

-- pastor deb
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