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NEWS of  CONGREGATION and COMMUNITY

Woodside Church is a progressive Christian community 
committed to nurturing freedom, honesty and diversity,

where members and friends live Jesus’ way of social justice. 
  

a Congregation of the United Church of Christ and American Baptist Churches 
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From the Pastor 
Woodside lately is trying especially diligently to pay 

attention to issues of racial justice. It is important. A lot of 
people in our country are in pain, abused and oppressed 
by economic, civil, political, criminal and historic injustices 
from which America was born. It is our responsibility to pay 
attention, to learn what we can, to grow and do better.

To move us in that direction, there are two things happening 
this week: we will welcome Rev. Mia Douglas from Asylum 
Hill Congregational Church in Hartford CT, the first in our “Let 
Those With Ears” preaching series, featuring preachers of 
color. And our adult forum, next week, will begin a new book, 
Trouble the Water, a series of essays on many aspects of racial 
justice with practical notes for congregational discussion and 
action.

Racial justice matters. But other work also still requires our 
attention.

This administration, perhaps more than some, has 
reminded us of all the battles that still trample our common 
life. Voting rights, immigration, hospitality to refugees, health 
care, living wage. You know the litany.

And LGBTQ rights. A lot of folks thought that when the 
Supreme Court affirmed marriage equality, the work was 
done. That is not true. Not in our society, not even in our 
churches.

Just in these past weeks, two things happened on the 
LGBTQ front in our denominations:

First, in the UCC this summer, General Synod (the broad 
national decision-making body of the denomination) met in 
Baltimore, an energizing time with thousands of people. 

But, while the UCC claims itself to be a welcoming place, 
an ally of LGBTQ folks, there was an informational display in 
the exhibit hall for an anti-gay movement, a minority voice in 
the church. 

I was so unhappy to think the UCC was affording space to 
this group, a platform to bigotry. With Woodside’s Board’s 
blessing, I wrote, and Jay edited, a resolution that would ban 
groups from the premises who aren’t in alignment with UCC 
core values. 

That resolution was adopted in October by the Michigan 

Conference, and will go to the whole UCC General Synod in 
2019. In the next year, we’ll do what we can to round up allies 
in other conferences, to try to ensure UCC spaces are safe 
spaces, that bigotry cannot lobby in our faces, on our dime.

Second, and more recent, I gathered with our regional 
American Baptist colleagues in Chicago last weekend. 

We reviewed the state of the region, but also visited with 
the new General Secretary, the national head of the American 
Baptist Churches, who came from Philadelphia to meet with 
us. 

I was surprised and disheartened to learn that he is not 
open to the relationships or the leadership of LGBTQ people 
or pastors. He calls himself a “traditionalist,” which is not-
really-disguised code. Pressed, he openly stated his “one 
man/one woman” marriage attitude, and his “gay people 
aren’t morally good enough” ordination platform.  

I challenged him publicly in person in that moment; we will 
challenge this in every way that we can. People are hungry for 
community, and we intend to be a welcoming place – not only 
in our local congregation, but also in our larger affiliations. 

We will make noise.

It is challenging to focus on multiple fronts at the same 
time. It can seem like spinning plates to tend to racial justice 
and LGBTQ equality and the needs of refugees and our 
undocumented neighbors and Flint folks who cannot pay 
their water bills and so many others all at the same time. It 
is hard work.

But I know Woodside is always up for a challenge – plus 
overflowing with grace and love.

I don’t know where these skirmishes will take us, but I 
want you to know that we are always working. When you 
contribute your time and money to church, the effects ripple 
way beyond our doors. And when you are ready to contribute 
your body to the struggle, there is always a letter to be 
written, a sign to be carried, a call to be made.

Thank you for all that you do. It’s a long journey, but we 
make it together.

-pastor deb



In Our Congregation
Sunday Morning Adult Forum: The next book for group 
reading is Trouble the Water: a Christian Resource for the Work 
of Racial Justice. Cody Sanders, ed (and Pastor Deb contributor). 
Books are on order and should be in the office Tuesday. 
Thank You to everyone who is helping to make Christmas 
a little happier by providing for a family from the North 
End Soup Kitchen (N.E.S.K.). While the children's wishes 
have been spoken for, you can still give a cash offering 
for parents. Wrapped gifts with the N.E.S.K. information 
sheets attached need to be returned to Woodside by 
Sunday Dec. 3rd. Drop gifts of money in the Sunday 
offering plate or at the office.  
Can you help Missy in the nursery? We have a good 
curriculum that is reasonably easy to use, and lots of 
materials all ready in our cupboards. Even if it's only once 
in a while, please contact Sharrie Creasey or Karen Eaton.  
Can you give a ride to a Woodsider in need of groceries 
or a   doctor appointments? Let Deb know if you're willing 
to be called. 

Transition Notes
the Permanent and Temporary Location Committees 
have joined forces! The newly combined Committee on 
Relocation is working hard to find our next home. if you have 
ideas, please share them with Linda Angus. But please don't 
ask the group to share info with you. Real Estate dealings are 
necessarily confidential. Our very trustworthy leadership 
is certainly guarding Woodside's interests. Hold good 
thoughts, and lift up prayers for wisdom and discernment. 

Micah's Table
Transgender Day of Remembrance - Gather for a vigil 
honoring victimes of anti-trans violence, 6 pm, UM-Flint 
McKinnon Plaza.

Mexican Volunteer Appreciation Luncheon hosted by 
Genesee County Hipanic Latino Collaborative La Placita, 
Fri, Nov 17, 12-2pm, Woodside Church. Rsvp here: 
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/mexican-appreciation-
luncheon-tickets-39411258134?aff=affiliate1.

From Indivisible - We demand a clean DREAM Act now. 
Congress is running out of time to pass deportation relief 
for 800,000 young immigrants. Call members of Congress 
ot take the DREAMer pledge. More about Indivisible at 
http://www.michiganindivisible.org/.

Sunday Helpers this Month
11/19 Ushers/Greeters—Team A: Jim Abbott, John Crouch, 
Jay Cummings, Al Nickens, Don Harbin and Liz Perkins Harbin. 
Counters: Sharrie Creasey and Patti Pagels. 
11/26 Ushers/Greeters—Team B: Linda Worstenholm, Ron & 
Jan Brown, Keith Crane. Counters: Donald Harbin, Jim Hazen.  
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Next Week at Woodside  
Sun, Nov 19 9:30 am Adult Forum: Rev Mia Douglas
    11 am Worship, then conversation & coffee
Mon, Nov 20   Office Closed
Thur, Fri  Office Closed for Thanksgiving

Let Those With Ears...
Woodside is learning to listen. This week begins our Preaching 
Series featuring preachers of color. A 4-part (maybe more) series, we'll 
host preachers who bring a word we need to hear, to challenge us, to 
broaden our perspective. 

The Reverend Mia J. Douglas is first! 
Rev. Mia is a relationship-driven leader with a 
passion for strategic community building and 
creative transformation. 
Since assuming the helm in 2015 as Director of 
Discipleship at Asylum Hill Congregational Church 

in Hartford, CT, she has successfully led a number of initiatives credited 
for broadening and deepening the church’s impact in its surrounding 
neighborhood and Greater Hartford. 
Among other things, she facilitates the “Network and Nosh,” a 
grassroots initiative effort she organized 
to mobilize nonprofit, church and 
community leaders to work together, and 
with grantmakers, on solving pressing 
community issues. 
Rev. Mia is a classically trained recitalist, 
whose passion for music infuses her 
ministry. Prior to joining Asylum Hill, 
she served as the associate pastor at the 
historic Faith Congregational Church, also in Hartford. 
Here's cool stuff: her performance credits include the acclaimed New 
York City Opera’s production of Porgy and Bess. She also performed 
with the Connecticut Opera and was a member of Bella Voce, a vocal 
ensemble of young African-American classical singers from Greater 
Hartford. 
Ordained in 2011, Rev. Mia holds an M.Div. from Andover Newton 
Theological School, where she was the recipient of the merit George 
and Leola Kelsey Scholarship and inducted into the Jonathon Edwards 
Honor Society. 
A native of South Carolina, she received her Bachelor of Arts degree 
in music from Furman University (where Pastor Deb's cousin was a 
longtime faculty fixture. small world). 
Some of you have met Rev. Mia; she visited Woodside during Holy 
Week with students looking to learn more about the water crisis. 
To learn more, follow this link to her entire biography. 
We look forward to her preaching (Ezekiel and the Valley of Dry Bones). 
She will also join the Adult Forum at 9:30 am Sunday.

The preaching series is funded by the Franklin Elmer Speaker Series Endowment, 
a Woodside tradition for nearly 25 years. Dr. Elmer was pastor of Woodside, 
leading the congregation's build and relocation to 1509 E Court Street. We 
invoke his spirit of adventure and faithfulness as we listen to these preachers 
and as we seek our next home. 


