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    Woodside Church is a progressive Christian community committed to nurturing freedom, honesty and diversity, 
    where members and friends live Jesus’ way of social justice.
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from the pastor...
I walked home from the office yesterday at 5 pm as darkness 
was falling. I awoke this morning in complete darkness. The days 
are getting shorter, the nights are getting longer. 

Then, last night, I read a facebook post, sort of overhearing a 
friend talking to her friend. “Is it safe to move to Flint?” asked 
the one. “Is water safe, for pets, for laundry, for showers?” The 
other responded, “No, not safe. Don’t move here.” 

I have no basis for countering that. A study reported this week 
in East Village Magazine talked about the prevalence of mental 
health issues in Flint, the depression, stress and anxiety, even 
PTSD, all on the rise since our water was poisoned. 

There is darkness. 

Today, as I write this, is World AIDS Day, a time of remembering, 
certainly. I always remember my friends, Tom, Bill, Jimmie, and 
Ken, people I cared about who died some 30 years ago now. 
Ken was my best friend, a pastor, just 29 when he died in 1991; 
I wear his blue vestments on these Sundays of Advent. Other 
folks have way longer lists than mine, dozens, hundreds of 
friends dead. On December 1, we remember. According to the 
UN, 35 million people have died, 78 million have been infected. 
And this stark and startling reality: 

“The number of new HIV infections is not declining among 
adults, with young women particularly at risk of becoming 
infected with HIV.”

There is darkness. 

Politically, economically, militarily, environmentally, racially, 
there is much that weighs us down, that threatens, that 
envelopes us. You don’t need a litany from me today. 

Personally, also, there is a lot. Relationships, finances, illnesses, 
family baggage, expectations that we’ll all somehow magically 
get along this year, though that hasn’t been the case in 20 years. 
Or ever. A beloved parent or partner has died, is dying, has been 
diagnosed; couples that seemed like forever are divorcing; adult 
children make choices you can’t understand. The furnace has 
finally given up, the tuition bills are due. Plus, someone has 
gone vegan -- and we know what havoc that can create in a 
family dinner. 

There is darkness. 

There is darkness and we are in the midst of a cultural time that 
demands that we be joyful, even if we have to fake it, even if we 
have to ingest a heavy dose of denial. Happiness like that comes 
at a cost, we know; it can be an awful burden.  

But the truth is, the days have been shortening since june. And 
the world will soon turn again, when, in just three weeks, days 
begin to lengthen again. So it goes, year after year. 

Light turns to darkness turns to light, as june and december 
continually trade places. 

We are in the midst of a cultural time that tells us to be joyful. 
But we are in the midst of a church time that invites us to hope. 

Hope is hard. Harder even than denial. But it is so life-giving. 

When i walked home yesterday in the near-dark, I was wearing 
black, typical for me on any given day. It occurred to me, as i hit 
my driveway and darkness was deepening, that I should have 
been wearing an orange vest.  

And, since you know I love to ponder metaphors, I began to 
wonder what sort of emotional or theological orange vest might 
be possible. How to be a beacon of hope in a sea of depression 
and stress and anxiety and bad water. 

I don’t know. But I know I love the prophets. Especially this time 
of year. This week in worship, we’ll hear from Isaiah again: 

The wolf shall live with the lamb, the leopard shall lie down with 
the kid, the calf and the lion and the fatling together, and a little 
child shall lead them.

And next week: 

The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad, the desert shall 
rejoice and blossom.

Then, 

Therefore God will give you a sign. Look, the young woman 
is with child and shall bear a son, and she shall name him 
Immanuel, (God is with us).

And finally, Christmas eve, the capstone of hopefulness: 

The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; 
those who lived in a land of deep darkness, on them light has 
shined. 

So, this dark season, I am appreciative of isaiah. And appreciative 
of you all. We’ll worship together, hang the greens, sing carols, 
and gather around a holy table, even in the darkest days, as we 
wait for the light to break. And we know it will. 

Woodside and isaiah. Together you, we, are the bright orange 
vest that makes the darkness easier to bear. 

With you on the way, 

- pastor deb



Choir News

Have you noticed the Choir has, like, doubled?  They say they’re 
having a heckuva a good time, and their Sunday morning warm-
ups are a thing of beauty. You’re welcome to join them, 7-8 pm 
Wednesdays. They’re well into Advent and Christmas, so, come 
contribute to the joyful noise!

Let’s Go a’Caroling  -- Woodside has been invited to carol for the 
Holiday Walk at Applewood Estate Tues, Dec 6, 5:30-6:30 pm. It’s 
not too late to join in! Please see Tom if you would like to sing at this 
Holiday event. Then, meet at Applewood at 5:15 pm. Remember: we 
will be strolling outside so please dress accordingly.

...and Caroling again -- Meet us at Woodside on Sat, Dec 10, 
to go caroling at the homes of our homebound members. All are 
welcome. You don’t have to have a great voice, but it helps if you like 
to sing Christmas carols.  

iN the CoNgregatioN

C h r i st m a s  fo r  s o m e b o dy  e l s e 

Wrapped gifts for our North End Soup Kitchen family friends are 
due at Woodside by this Sun, Dec 4. There is still time to make a 
monetary donation, as  we again provide a $50 grocery gift card for 
each family. Contributions can be made payable to Woodside with 
the memo “minister’s discretionary fund.”

Marketing Committee Re-groups

Marketing Committee meets Wed, Dec 7, 5:30 pm. We will be 
reviewing 2016 and planning for 2017. Is PR your passion? There’s 
always an extra seat at the table.

Hanging the Greens and Decking the Halls happens Sun, Dec 
18, after worship.  We will have sloppy joes and salad and whatever 
goodies you want to bring and share. (If you can bring something, 
it’ll be helpful to tell Linda Lee. You know, planning purposes, etc.) 
We will feast on good food, sing some carols and make our sanctuary 
beautiful for Christmas. We are looking forward to this festive time 
with you.

t h i s  w e e k  at  w o o d s i d e  12/4  -  12/10

Sun: 12/4   9:30 am  Adult classes

   11 am   Worship 
   then, coffee & Conversation
   2 pm   Wedding
Mon: 12/5   Office Closed
Tues: 12/6   7 pm  Exec Ctte at Pastor Deb’s
Wed: 12/7    4:30 pm Voices
   5:30 pm Marketing 
   7 pm   Choir Rehearsal
Sat: 12/10    10 am-5 pm Grice Sisters’ Craft Show
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s u N d a y  h e l p e r s  t h i s  M o N t h 
12/4—Ushers/Greeters—Team A: Jim Abbott, John Crouch, 
Jay Cummings, Al Nickens, Don Harbin and Liz Perkins Harbin. 
Counters: Virgil Cope and Shannon Loesell Thorpe. Liturgist: 
Angela Lots all month.
12/11—Ushers/Greeters—Team B: Cliff and Linda Worstenholm, 
Ron and Jan Brown, Keith Crane, Reid Sanders. Counters: Jim 
Richardson and Dave Pinchock.  
12/18—Ushers/Greeters—Team C: Carol Higgins and Pat 
Perrine, Sharrie Creasey and Shannon Loesel Thorpe, Jim Hazen, 
Clif Turner. Counters: Carol Higgins and Reid Sanders. 12/24—
(Christmas Eve) Ushers/Greeters—Team D: Jim Richardson, 
Sharon and Ted Bolander, Joe and Laura Eufinger, Ron Fader and 
Jeff Springgay. Counters: Linda Angus and Joe Eufinger. 
1/1—Ushers/Greeters—Team E: Virgil and Sheryl Cope, Mike 
and Linda Thompson, Linda Lee, Renee Harrison, Dee Johnson. 
Counters: Donna Fry and Jim Abbott.

iN the CoMMuNity

A Car Seat Check is this Saturday, Dec 3, from 10 am - 2 pm, at Randy 
Wise Auto Mall on Lennon Rd, sponsored by the pediatric program 
at C.S.Mott Children’s Hospital of U of M Health System. Make an 

appointment (734-763-2251) and allow 30 minutes 
per child. The child must be present. (Fittings are 
like that.) Replacement seats may be available, 
based on need. 

Community Health Coverage Day is Tue, Dec 
6, 4-10 pm, at International Academy of Flint, 
2820 S Saginaw St. This is about health insurance, 
sponsored by the Hamilton Community Health 
Network. It’s easy to get covered and stay covered. 
If you need more info, you can find them at 
outreach@hamiltonchn.org.

pastor’s day off

Here’s helpful info worth repeating from time 
to time, as our congregation continues to grow 
and change: Pastor Deb claims Monday as her 
day off each week. In case of emergency, of 
course she is available. But if you are calling 
for routine stuff, just know she isn’t ignoring 
you! Count on a call back on Tuesday.


