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FROM THE PASTOR... 

Stewardship season gives way to Thanksgiving, then Christmas, and 

Beloved Community stays on my mind. So, these things:   

I’ve been digging again in Woodside’s archives, always a fascinating 

time. And I’m finding notes from the work you all did to become 

“open, welcoming and affirming,” the official language of welcome 

to the LGBT community. That’s no small task, and you did it with 

integrity. But during the process, and in the intervening years, there 

have been questions like this: “We’re already welcoming of 

everyone; why do we have to focus on just one group?” 

And I remembered seminary in the 1980s, struggling with the 

movement for “inclusive language.” That is, language that isn’t 

bound by gender. A lot of people, mostly men, but more than a few 

“traditional” women, thought the effort was pointless, distracting, 

even counterproductive. “When people say ’peace on earth, 

goodwill to men,’ we know it means men AND women. Why should 

we abandon the poetic, traditional language, just to appease a few 

overly sensitive radicals?”  

I think those two things are related.  

Here’s the thing: if there’s a scripture quotation in the worship 

bulletin that says “Jesus saves all men,” we women are asked to 

assume it includes us. But if there’s an announcement following 

that says “all men are invited to a breakfast at the church on 

Monday,” we women are NOT supposed to make any assumptions, 

NOT supposed to show up. How are we supposed to know the 

difference?  

Well, we’re smart people, you say, and we can figure it out. But 

hospitality and compassion mean not making people work so hard.  

So instead of simply saying all people are welcome at Woodside, we 

make a greater effort: all people, we say, including people all along 

the spectrum of sexual orientation and gender identity. 

So, the third thing: This week, I got a card in the mail from someone 

in the neighborhood disturbed by our banner that says “Black Lives 

Matter.” (It’s the second note, but I’m confident it’s from the same 

neighbor.) The note included the line that all lives matter. 

Which indeed they do. But some people have been told over and 

over again how much they matter, and some people have been told 

over and over again that they matter not much or not at all. In fact, 

our entire American system is built on the premise that some lives 

matter less than others, and the ones at the bottom are historically 

the ones who are black. The further up the pile you go, the whiter 

the skin of the people you are likely to encounter.  

So when “all lives matter” has generally meant “all white people,” 

expanding the affirmation means getting specific. Black lives matter. 

All lives matter, including black ones. I’m sorry our anonymous 

neighbor can’t see that. Sorry for whatever fear or anger or hurt or 

experience keeps this neighbor from broadening a welcome by 

getting specific with language.  

There is a fourth thing, which may seem unrelated at first glance.  

Woodside is about welcome, about hope and life and resurrection 

and all that. Beloved community.  

But the holidays are coming, bringing perennial Norman Rockwell 

images of what family should look like. We’re practically smothered 

with expectations, suffocated by an air of family perfection. And 

even the non-perfection has to be adorable or poignant or come 

with a Valuable Lesson Learned. Christmas is coming, and with it the 

pressure to clean up well. No family dysfunction, no grief or loss or 

hollowness of heart, no illness or addiction, no resentment or 

estrangement or boundary violations. No wrong turns, wrong gifts, 

wrong words, wrong emotions. It’s a lot to manage, the public 

perception that everything is A-OK.  

But we know better. Life isn’t clean or easy. Life isn’t always 

satisfying or affirming. It can be those things, but it can also be a 

confusing, terrifying, disappointing, painful mess.  

We are beloved community, beloved and diverse human 

community. And we come with baggage and scars. Fears and hurts 

and angers and experiences that haunt us, that threaten to 

overshadow or overwhelm us. In this season of photoshopped 

families and imposed ideals, we gather as a community to support 

and sustain one another in hope that one day the world will be 

whole and we will be whole.  

So here’s the fifth thing: This year, in our diverse and broken and 

beloved community of defiance, we are gathering with permission 

to be unRockwell. Always, but particularly Solstice, December 21, 

the longest night of the year. As the holiday comes barreling toward 

us, we’ll gather in quiet communion to support one another. We 

will abandon pretense and quit trying to walk off whatever grief or 

loss or anxiety or hurt the holiday may bring, whatever grief or loss 

or anxiety or hurt comes from simply being human. We’ll share 

readings and songs, light candles, have some bread and wine, and 

offer prayers; on the cusp of a new season, as nights begin to 

shorten and the light promises to return, we’ll let ourselves rest in 

the arms of a loving God. In the care of a loving community.  

Of course all lives matter. Even the Rockwellian ones. But in a 

season that seems to celebrate the picture perfect, we want to be 

clear that unperfect lives are welcome, too. Maybe we thought we 

said so already, maybe we thought people would assume they were 

welcome.  

But hospitality and compassion mean not making people work that 

hard.  

With you on the sometimes dark journey,  

  - pastor deb 



 

 

Call to Congregational Meeting 

December 13, 1 pm, we’ll meet to adopt a budget for 2016. 

You’ll receive more in the mail the week before.  

Please plan to attend!  

(And it isn’t too late to add your pledge to the budget 

building. Just drop it in the plate or in the office.)  
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IN THE CONGREGATION 

Faith Exploration Classes for Adults This week 

 Living Our Faith in the World class led by Jay Cummings. 

 Linda Angus leads a discussion of the weekly lectionary (the 

readings we’ll hear in worship) 

 Carol Higgins leads discussion of Spiritual Defiance by Robin 

Meyers Copies available in the office.  

 Pastor Deb leads Screwed Up Scripture, a look at various 

bible verses and how badly we misinterpret them. 

Daybreak Worship tonight — THURSDAY — at 7 pm! Daybreak 

is taking shape, and we’re learning to value and trust our stories.   

Trip to Meijer Gardens in Grand Rapids is Tue, Dec 8 to see 

Christmas and Holiday Traditions Around the World. Admission—

$9 seniors, $12 others. Sign up by Dec 6. 

We Are Woodside Bulletin Board— We’ve grown and changed 

quite a lot this past year, so we’re creating a bulletin board to 

help us get to know each other. Great, huh? Cliff Turner and Chris 

Szumowicz are taking pictures of all our variety of folks and 

families. (They’ll have consent forms handy, which you’ll need to 

sign for us to use your photos.)  

We are informed...Jan Crane is healing well post-surgery, and still 

in rehab.  

Hey, Remember that time we said we wanted Woodside to work 

for safe, accessible and affordable water for the city? We are 

proud to announce that our own Dr. Laura Sullivan has been 

appointed to the Karegnondi Water Authority board! 

This Week at Woodside 12/6 - 12/12 

   Sunday:  

 12/6 9:30 am Adult Classes 

  11 am Worship 

  Coffee and Conversation provided by the  

  Christian Education Committee 

  12:30 pm New worshipers class 

   Monday:  

 12/7 Office Closed 

  7 pm Chime Choir  

   Wednesday: 

 12/9 4:30 pm Voices Group 

  5 pm Marketing Committee 

  6 pm Special Committee Relocation Research 

  6:30 pm Folk Choir 

  7:30 pm Chancel Choir 

Advent and Christmas  

Dec 6, 11 am, Advent 2: off the grid 

Dec 13, 11 am, Advent 3: ode to joy 

Dec 16, 6:30 pm Hymn of the Month Club  

        (we’ll sing some Christmas faves and have snacks) 

Dec 17, 7 pm, Daybreak 

Dec 20, 11 am, Advent 4: half axel 

          (pick-up choir before, hanging the greens after!)  

Dec 21, 7 pm, The Longest Night 

Dec 24, 8 pm Candlelight Communion 

(childcare provided, as always)  

Holiday Planning At Woodside 

Christmas for Others. Gifts for kids are due here Sunday, Dec 

6. Bring wrapped gifts in a bag or box with the family cover 

sheet attached. We will also provide a gift card for each 

family. If you can help, just write “NESK gift card” on your 

check). Thanks! 

Poinsettia Deadline Extended to Dec 6! Call or sign up! 

Holiday Greens ready for pick up Dec 6. 

Hanging of the Greens Dec 20 after worship. Snacks, 

decorating, singing, and generally being festive together.   

Notice our Altar? In the spirit of “beloved community,” it’s a 

collaborative effort: the blue cloths are remnants of several 

Woodside projects; the plaque and bowl were made by Carol 

Higgins; the greens are from Copes’ backyard.  

And a Pick-Up Choir! Yep, no commitment, no audition! Just 

show up 9:30 am Sunday, Dec 20, for rehearsal, then sing with 

the choir for that morning’s worship, and that’s all! Open to all!  

Sunday Helpers this Month 

12/6—Ushers/Greeters—Team D: Jim Richardson, Sharon and 

Ted Bolander, Joe and Laura Eufinger, Ron Fader and Jeff 

Springgay. Counters: Carol Higgins & Reid Sanders. Nursery: Carol 

Parker. Liturgist: Jim Hazen. 

12/13—Ushers/Greeters—Team E: Virgil & Sheryl Coper, Mike & 

Linda Thompson, Linda R. Lee, Corinna Johnson & Kathleen Reid. 

Counters: Sharrie Creasey & Jim Hazen Nursery: Imani Grice-

Williams. 

12/20—Ushers/Greeters—Team A: Jim Abbott, John Crouch, Jay 

Cummings, Al Nickens, Don Harbin & Liz Perkins-Harbin. 

Counters: Linda Angus & Joe Eufinger Nursery: Ashley Dietz.  

12/27—Ushers/Greeters—Team B: Cliff & Linda Worstenholm, 

Ron & Jan Brown, Keith and Lexi Crane, Reid Sanders. Counters: 

Donna Fry & Jim Abbott. Nursery: Vivian Grice. 

1/3/16—Ushers/Greeters—Team C: Carol Higgins & Pat Perrine, 

Sharrie Creasey & Shannon Loesel Thorpe, Jim Hazen, Clif Turner. 

Counters: Virgil Cope & Shannon Loesel Thorpe. 

Thinking of Membership?  

If you have been coming to Woodside for a little while (or a 

long while) and think it might be time to consider membership, 

come sit in on an intro session this Sun, 12:30—1:30 pm. We’ll 

share our faith stories and figure out the next steps together.  


