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Woodside Church is a progressive Christian community 
committed to nurturing freedom, honesty and diversity,

where members and friends live Jesus’ way of social justice. 
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From the Pastor 
Advent begins the Sunday closest to November 30, and every year 
preachers across the country try hard to encourage congregations 
to let Advent be Advent. 

It's no small task; all around us christmas retail is pushing us to 
decorate, shop, sing and celebrate earlier and earlier. It's like a 
preacher cliche: we're clinging to ancient rituals and songs that 
aren't christmas-sy, while our culture perseverates about what 
color Starbucks cups will be this year, and once-holy songs assault 
us from decidedly not-holy sources. 

I swear. Sometimes, it's easier to throw in the metaphorical towel. 
Just screw it. Let's skip Advent and do Christmas. 

And every few years, there's this other thing, a glitch of the 
calendar: Christmas Eve and the 4th Sunday of Advent fall on the 
same day. It's happening this year, and then again in 2023. Like 
the universe is in on a joke and getting delight in watching clergy 
heads explode. 

At Woodside, the challenge has been intensified by Annie's 
upcoming leave. We're trying to stay in Advent, while frantically 
printing worship bulletins for all of January!  

And y'all are fake wiping tears from your eyes on our behalf, 
and trying to tend to your own massive lists, plus family crises, 
work deadlines, ever-present health and financial challenges, an 
amplified holiday social calendar (and the challenge of staying 
clean, sober or attentive to healthy eating), plus the emotional 
swirl of dealing with once-a-year family in a holiday sort of way. 

And we are searching for a new church home. 

And this year, the Trump Administration. Worse than any in my 
lifetime. Threatening our country, and threatening the world on 
our behalf. 

I need many more weeks of "o come o come emmanuel." Weeks 
of quiet contemplation. I'm not ready. My Christmas spirit is not 
sufficiently distilled. 

I guess it was too much to ask that we observe Advent 
singlemindedly, too much to hope that we could sit for a while 
in a season of hope and waiting and reflection, without having to 
deal with all the rest. 

Life just doesn't work that way. 

Advent is perpetual. We are constantly waiting, actively waiting, 

yes, but constantly waiting. Christmas will come, as it tends to, 
but when it is done, we will still live in the waiting. The church 
calendar doesn't dictate the shape of the world. The most we 
hope is that it can have a way of shaping our spirits. 

Advent, expectation; Christmas, incarnation; then Epiphany, the 
season of light and clarity, sages crossing borders to welcome a 
new world order. Then, too soon, Lent, our season of reflection on 
how poorly our world reflects God's goodness, and Easter, a new 
start. A long green season through the summer, "ordinary time" 
we call it, as we try to grow in our ordinary days, our ordinary 
ways. Then, Advent again, and the cycle repeats. Again and again. 

But it's a little artificial, we know. Church seasons all run together, 
and we cannot really separate them, hard as we may try. 

So, midway through this Advent contemplation of fear and 
faith and who we mean to be, this Sunday, we'll welcome our 
guest preacher, Rev. Phiwa Langeni, who will help us stretch our 
imagination a bit more, stretch our vision and hope. 

Then, the Longest Night, Thursday, we'll gather for prayers, songs 
and readings with our friends from the Flint Islamic Center, 
a humble gathering that proclaims our shared humanity, our 
common needs, fears and longings. A very advent thing to do. 

And next Sunday, though we desperately need a protracted 
season of peace and quiet, the 4th "week" of advent will be 
compressed into a 15 minute liturgy before we hastily resolve the 
song and move into the Christmas proclamation.   

Christmas resolves very little in the short term, we know. It 
doesn't answer all the questions, dispel all the fears, clear all the 
confusion. Not in the short-term. 

But however quickly or prematurely or chaotically it arrives, 
Christmas is always our reminder of the promise that the world 
as it is is not the world as it will be.   

The promise of Christmas lives in the reflection of Advent. The 
hope of Advent is that resolution will come. We are invited 
(consigned?) to live simultaneously in both.  

With you on a confounding journey, 

-pastor deb
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Let Those with Ears 
We are proud and eager to welcome to Woodside 
the Rev. Phiwa Langeni, second in our Let Those 
With Ears preaching series featuring Preachers of 
Color. 
Phiwa (PEE-wah) is a trans-masculine genderqueer 
person who is passionate about helping people 
understand that different doesn’t have to be dangerous.

Phiwa, who uses “they” rather than “he” 
or “she,” is particularly effective in working 
with those whose identities align with the 
mainstream (which of course includes most 
of us), mostly by helping us come to terms 
with our fear, fear which is our default mode 
– something we’ve been talking about here at 

Woodside. Phiwa has a passion for inviting others into the moments 
and places between what has been and what is yet to be, which 
sounds quite Advent-y, yes? Life is changing all around us, and we are 
blessed to have mentors such as Phiwa on the way.
Originally from South Africa, Phiwa is an ordained United Church of 
Christ minister, and a graduate of East Lansing public schools and 
Alma College. They hold a Master of Divinity from Eden Seminary in 
St Louis, and a Master of Sacred Theology from Chicago Theological 
Seminary, where they studied gender ambiguity in scripture. They 
are Pastor of Salus Center UCC and Founder/Director of Salus Center, 
the very first LGBTQ Resource and Community Center in Lansing. 
They also are a maker of custom bowties, surely an expression of the 
art and artistry of the Creator! 
Phiwa will be our guest for dinner this Saturday at Cork; if you’re 
available, please join us at 5 pm. Then, Sunday, they will sit in on our 
adult forum at 9:30 am for conversation about race and gender, and 
will preach at our 11 am worship. We will share a final meal after 
worship (probably at 501, but we’ll announce final plans in worship). 

Holiday Notes
The Longest Night is Thurs, Dec 21, 7 pm. We'll gather as in the past 
for an interfaith service, welcoming especially our guests from the 
Flint Islamic Center, for a time of prayer and reflection, recognizing 
that holiday joy is sometimes hard to find.
Christmas Eve, Dec 24 is also the 4th sunday of Advent 4. To mark 
this unusual day, we will gather twice for worship:
• 11 am: a special liturgy to move us from Advent to Christmas
• 8 pm: Christmas Vigil: a service of readings, songs and Holy 

Communion (about 45 minutes).
Christmas Day, Dec 25, there will be no worship service. 
Christmas Decorating: While some decorating will be done in 
advance, we'll also help welcome christmas by decorating in worship. 
If you'd like to bring something for the Christmas tree, bring it/them 
along on Sunday morning, the 24th. 

Transition Notes
Tuesday, we gathered for conversation about Woodside's 
future and decided what we really need is a way to spur our 
imaginations. So, we're trying our own, more spiritual, version 
of Pokemon Go. 
Each week, we'll publish two addresses in the city, sort of 
random, not on any particular list. You're invited sometime 
during the week to drive by each address and ask yourself this 
question: 

What would it be like to be Woodside Church in this place? 
Then, in a few weeks, we'll host a series of house meetings, to 
share our thoughts about mission and vision. 
Not really Pokemon Go. There are no monsters, and, at the 
moment, no electronic interaction. But there is holy, sacred 
imagination. And we are building community. Those are pretty 
good things to seek. 
So, this week: What would it be like to be Woodside Church here? 

1901 Robert T Longway
627 ML King

In Our Congregation
New Office Hours Begin Tues, Dec 19 and through Jan 23, the 
office will be open Tue-Fri 10 am to 2 pm. If you'd like to help 
in the office, please call annie, (810-767-4911), or pastor deb 
(502-550-1236).

Holiday Crafts & Snacks: Woodsiders Sharon & Michelle 
Grice's annual holiday sale is 10am-5pm, Sat, Dec 16, 1615 S 
Franklin Ave.

Hazardous Weather? If Mott Community College is closed, 
Woodside is closed. You can call before you trek out for a 
meeting. Or sign up for Woodside Alerts!  

Micah's Table: all about justice...
One Call, That's All: So much to agitate about this week. 
• The House and Senate are reconciling their two tax bills into 

one new law. The problem is that both bills are awful. Our 
best hope is to minimize the damage. 

• The "dreamer pledge" is on the chopping block, meaning 
DACA status is threatened for a lot of child immigrants. 

• The FCC is dismantling "net neutrality" today, the principle 
that keeps the internet equally accessible to all of us.  

• Mitch McConnell is refusing to seat the new Alabama 
senator, and Gov. Snyder is waiting an entire year to hold 
an election to replace John Conyers. Democracy is ever 
threatened. 

It's vital that we stay in touch with our Congressional folks. 
Good news! You can now do that with just one number: 

1-844-USA-0234. 
With your ZIP Code, you'll get connected to the right folks, 
regardless of where you live. Save this number and use it often. 
Or, to speak with Rep Dan Kildee in person, try this: 
The Equality Caucus of Genesee Cnty Holiday Mixer with Rep. 
Kildee is Sun, Dec 17, 6-8 pm, at the 501. Just $25 gets you food, 
drink, and a Caucus membership. Plus the Congressman's ear. 
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get alerts 
text "woodside" to 31996 

or go to www.woodsidechurch.net to sign up
You'll get notifications and reminders about things you care about. 

And you can stop whenver you'd like. 


