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Woodside World
NEWS of  CONGREGATION and COMMUNITY

    Woodside Church is a progressive Christian community committed to nurturing freedom, honesty and diversity, 
    where members and friends live Jesus’ way of social justice.

    R e v .  D r .  D e b o r a h  D e M a r s  C o n r a d ,  P a s t o r    A n n e  O p e r ,  O f f i c e  M a n a g e r

from the pastor...
They think they know us. 

All those Christmas card companies and snow globe companies 
and movie companies and ornament companies. The ones 
who design and mass market images of what church should be, 
especially church at Christmas. It should be a white frame building, 
big enough to seat about 80, I think. In a picturesque setting – 
perhaps a small town main street or on the plains of a farming 
community. It should have a steeple, of course. Maybe red doors. 
There should be coffee inside, and a basement for fellowship 
dinners. (You can’t really see that in the Christmas card, but we 
know it’s there.) Plus, it should be surrounded by a blanket of 
snow. Nice snow, somehow untrampled, but also not a hindrance 
to participation. 

They don’t really know us.

Church buildings aren’t all like that. Maybe some are. But some 
are apparently not church-like at all. Brick or steel, pole barns or 
sculpted cathedrals. Churches are all over the architectural map.

Lately, I’ve been thinking of congregations I’ve served. 

There was one in Texas, where we gathered each week in a rented 
room behind the small town’s only pizza parlor. Portable keyboard, 
boxes of belongings, removable décor and folding chairs. 

There was another congregation in Kentucky, a new congregation 
for which I was the founding pastor. We rented space for our first 
home. And our second. The first was in the local Lions Club. We 
used it on Sunday mornings and Tuesday evenings, and before 
each use, we had to schlepp our stuff from the upstairs bathroom 
(the altar and preaching stand were stored in the bathtub) and set 
up the space like a sanctuary. It was homey enough, but nobody 
ever thought of making it into a Christmas card. There was also 
a pervasive, lingering aroma of fried fish, since the Lions had a 
community dinner every Friday night. We usually had to wipe the 
chairs down before we sat in them. The second home was a suite 
in an office park. Nice enough, and no fish smell. But no Christmas 
card, either. 

The thing all of these places had in common was this: we grew in 
numbers. Folks were attracted to the community, the hospitality, 
the joy. Even the grand cathedral where I worshipped for a dozen 
years found its liveliest spirit when we moved worship into the 
fellowship hall the year the grand sanctuary was under renovation. 

The pizza parlor congregation grew quickly. We maxed out at 
about 50 people. A local congregation was also moving, so we 
bought their white frame building with a steeple that seated 
about 80, up on the Texas hillside, where sometimes there would 

be a roadrunner in my parking space on Sundays. And sometimes 
snow. 

After the Lions Club and the office park, I heard the Kentucky 
congregation made its third home in a rented frame building with 
a steeple in a park-like setting on a country lane. Seated about 80, 
as I recall. 

We just can’t help ourselves, I guess. 

But besides the white frame church Christmas cards, there are 
bound to be a few cards that feature images of the “first” Christmas 
– the baby, in a cow stall, in a feed box. Angels, shepherds, sages, 
all are part of the mix-tape story we tell about that very holy time. 
A sacred time in a very plain space. Undignified. 

From rough-hewn birth stories, the church moves through the 
cycle to rough-hewn death stories. Jesus crucified on a cross 
not made of gold; Jesus buried in a borrowed grave. Disciples 
worshipping in an upstairs hide-out. Later, there are catacombs, 
prisons, homes, anywhere people can gather. 

I’m thinking of this because two Sundays ago, a reporter came to 
Woodside to ask about our announcement that we’ll be selling our 
building, our beautiful, architecturally significant, historic building 
on East Court Street. The place where we’ve been for more than 
65! years. In the early days, the 1830s or so, the congregation 
worshipped in an upstairs room. Above the scotch store, we’re 
told, which I hope was a store that sold scotch. That was the first 
of our several homes. So the reporter asked me where we were 
going. “No idea. We’re open to life as it emerges,” I said. “I don’t 
care if it’s an old gas station.” 

She may have thought I was kidding. Or being hyperbolic. I wasn’t. 

They don’t know us. 

We know us. We know what it means to be hospitable, what it 
means to be powerful and engaging. We know what it means to 
be connected to the city in which we serve. We know the ancient 
faith stories of borrowed places for birth and death, and we know 
that “place” isn’t the main thing. Congregations grow and thrive 
and change lives because of community, not because of buildings. 

We will be Woodside wherever we land. And I will be pleased to 
worship with you in that space. Even in a gas station. We’ll make 
our own Christmas cards. 

With you on a sacred, surprising journey, 

- pastor deb



I n  t h e  C o n g r e g at I o n

Hang the Greens and Deck the Halls this Sun, Dec 18, after 
worship. We will have sloppy joes, salad and whatever goodies you 
can bring and share. If you can bring goodies, let Linda Lee know. 
Also, extra hats, gloves and mittens may be brought for small tree.

We will feast, sing and make our sanctuary beautiful for Christmas. 
See you then! 

The Longest Night, Wed, Dec 21, join in an interfaith prayer service 
for everyone who struggles around these winter holidays. Maybe 
the season isn’t everything you wish, you’re dealing with a death 
or diagnosis, or some other cause for grief, loneliness, depression. 
Gather at 7 pm in Woodside’s sanctuary; we’ll pray, light candles and 
find peace for our spirits.  

Christmas Eve Candlelight Communion at 8 pm, Dec 24 is 
our traditional Christmas Eve service with songs, readings and 
communion.  Tom is arranging special music, beginning at 7:45.  

Make a note: Christmas Day is Sunday. We will not have worship.  

Service of Lessons and Carols 11 am Sun, Jan 1, we’ll sing some 
favorites and maybe a new song or two, and hear again the Christmas 
readings, but maybe from unconventional sources. If you’d like to 
read for worship, please Pastor Deb know asap. It’ll be great.  

We are informed... Tammie Matiere died Wed, Dec 14. Swartz 
on Hill Rd is handling arrangements. A memorial service will be at 
Woodside, date and time tbd. 

Weather Notes - With Michigan weather, we are used to being 
flexible. As a general rule, if Mott Community College is closed, the 
church office is closed, as well as meetings. However, we will try 
to also put a message on our Facebook page, so you may want to 
check out the school closings and Facebook before you ‘weather’ 
the storm.

t h I s  W e e k  at  W o o d s I d e  12/18  -  12/25
Sun: 12/18   9:30 am  Adult forum

 11 am   Worship 

   then, light lunch and hall decking

Mon: 12/19   Office Closed

Wed: 12/21  7 pm   Interfaith “Longest Night” prayer service

Sat: 12/24 7:45 pm Christmas Eve worship

Sun: 12/25  No worship service/Merry Christmas!

W o o d s i d e  C h u r c h  | 1509 E. Court St. Flint, MI 48503 | 810-767-4911 | info@woodsidechurch.net | www.woodsidechurch.net2

I n  t h e  C o m m u n I t y

Need of a meal or just a lift for your spirit? Genesee Bar 
Association and Foundation are hosting their 26th Annual 
Community Holiday Dinner is 4-7pm Tues, Dec 20, at Flint 
Masonic Temple -- turkey dinner with all the trimmings, at no 
cost. You can even wait indoors at St Paul’s Episcopal Church. 
Santa is due at 4:30 with gifts for the children.

a n o t h e r  W o o d s I d e  t r a d I t I o n

Our Church Office will be closed for the week between 
Christmas and New Year’s Day. 

We will close at noon Fri, Dec 23, and re-open Wed, Jan 4. 

Enjoy your holiday and have  a safe and happy New Year.

your home for the holidays...

w m p d s q d e

whatever your  s tory,  you are welcome at Woods ide Church

Hanging of the Greens and various other holiday spirits dec 18, 11 am

“The Longest Night”an interfaith service of prayers and candles, when holiday joy is hard to bear  dec 21,   7 pm

Christmas Eve Candlelight Communion a bit of music begins at 7:45; the sermon is “reasonable doubt”  dec 24,   8 pm

Service of Lessons and Carols the story in songs and readings, from perhaps unlikely sources jan 1,    11 am 

there’ll be no Sunday worship on december 25th
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