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Years ago, I and a few others formed a national training 

team for congregations that were in decline and trying to 

make a new path. Among other things, we would have 

congregation leaders, in these training sessions, ponder 

their histories, the stories that made them who they had 

become. Our training team would often share our own 

pivotal stories, to sort of prime the pump, to help people 

think. We wondered, in our planning meetings, if our 

stories ever got old, as we had to listen to each other’s 

stories over and over again. Said one team member: It’s 

not like your pivotal stories change; they are your stories. 

They just are.  

Today, I’m thinking about that again, as I begin the 

challenge of forming a sermon for Christmas Eve. How 

shall I approach this in a way that keeps fresh a story that 

so many  have heard so often?  

It ain’t easy. (For the record, my sermon title for 

Christmas Eve is “unswaddled.” We’ll see how it goes.) 

I mentioned Sunday that I learned recently that Woodside 

(back in the First Baptist Church era) was a stop on the 

Underground Railroad. That’s a pivotal story.  

This week, at Hymn of the Month Club, Paul brought in a 

Christmas carol by Franklin Elmer and Lenore Lanterman. 

He had found a collection of carols they wrote together 

here, and this first one we’ll sing in worship Sunday with 

our new Pick Up Choir. (Come and join in — practice at 

9:30 and sing at 11 am worship; no long-term 

commitment required.) Anyway, while he was telling us 

about the carols, we learned that Rebecca, our new 

accompanist, was taught piano by Lenore, and the piano 

in the chapel was the instrument on which she became a 

pianist. Isn’t that a great story? Pivotal for Rebecca, and 

now coming back around to Woodside.  

Thursday evening (tonight at 7), our twice-monthly 

Daybreak worship happens again around the theme of 

story, and I hear through a grapevine that Linda Angus will 

be sharing a story of her own.  

Years ago, among the stories that shaped me, I lived with 

an alcoholic. When she found the courage and will to seek 

sobriety, she learned how powerful it was to be able to 

tell her own story to a group of people who would 

understand — to claim her victories, confess her failings, 

own up to the times she’d hurt others and take stock of 

the events in her life that made her who she was. Plus 

make some people laugh, a part she enjoyed quite a lot. 

As the songwriter says: “my past has brought me 

brilliantly to here.” 

The thing about stories is that the power they have is in 

the telling. In our stories we can empathize, commiserate, 

be understood, develop and deepen relationships, and 

find the meaning of our lives.  

It is true for people and for congregations.  

Shortly, we’ll gather on the O Holy Night to hear a story 

that is foundational for people of a certain faith. Though 

the story is old and oft repeated, no one ever has heard it 

exactly the way you hear it. 

We’ll gather on another holy night, the “longest night,” to 

recognize that all stories aren’t joyful, that even our 

pivotal stories can take something from us or leave scars 

behind.  

We won’t tell stories aloud during either of those services; 

but when we do it well, worship helps us connect our 

stories with the story, to make us part of something much 

bigger than we are alone.  

It is community. Beloved community.   

So I invite you: in whatever circles you gather this holiday, 

consider telling a story. One that adds to the wonder and 

meaning of being you. Listen to the stories of others, and 

hear what they are telling you that they aren’t saying in so 

many words.  

And, then, if you get a chance, and it doesn’t feel too 

weird, maybe tell someone why the Christmas story 

matters to you. (Are you fondest of shepherds or sages?) 

Or tell them a Woodside story and invite them to come 

hear a story here.  

You are a story. You have a story. You are part of 

Woodside’s story, a story we’re writing together.  

In this season of storytelling, I just wanted to remind you 

how much you matter.  

With you on this journey that is 

advent,  

FROM THE PASTOR... 

-pastor d
eb 
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IN THE CONGREGATION 

Faith Exploration Classes for Adults This week 

 Living Our Faith in the World class led by Jay 

Cummings. 

 Linda Angus leads a discussion of the weekly 

lectionary (the readings we’ll hear in worship) 

 Carol Higgins leads discussion of Spiritual Defiance by 

Robin Meyers Copies available in the office.  

 Pastor Deb leads New Member Class this week in the 

chapel.  

This Week at Woodside 12/20 - 12/19 

   Sunday:  

 12/20 9:30 am Adult Classes & New Worshipers  

  11 am Worship 

  Coffee and Conversation provided by the 

  Outreach & Social Action Committee 

   Monday:  

 12/21 Office Closed 

  7 pm Chime Choir 

  7 pm Longest Night Worship  

   Tuesday: 

 12/22 6:30 pm Board of Directors Meeting 

   Wednesday: 

 12/23 6:30 pm Women’s Folk Choir 

  7:30 pm Chancel Choir 

   Thursday: 

 12/24 Office’s closes by noon for holiday 

  8 pm Christmas Eve worship 

   Office closed 12/25—1/5 Merry Christmas—Next 

Woodside World  is 1/7. 
YOU’RE INVITED! 

Jan 15-17, Pastor Deb will lead a retreat to Louisville with a 

delegation from the Michigan Conference, including our 

Conference Minister Campbell Lovett. 

Cost is $50, registration is limited. 

Check for a brochure on the table…  

Advent and Christmas  

Dec 17, 7 pm, Daybreak 

Dec 20, 11 am, Advent 4: half axel 

   (pick-up choir before, hanging greens after! With 

treats!)  

Dec 21, 7 pm, The Longest Night 

Dec 24, 8 pm Candlelight Communion 

(childcare provided, as always)  

Holiday Planning At Woodside 

Christmas for Others. Bring your hats, scarves, and mittens 

for our ‘mitten tree’ in the lobby. These will be given to local 

families with children. 

Daybreak Worship — Tonight, Thurs, Dec 17 — at 7 pm! 

Daybreak is taking shape, and we’re learning to value and 

trust our stories.  

Help needed on Sat, Dec 19 to get the Christmas trees and 

put them up. Call Karen Eaton. 

Hanging of the Greens Dec 20 after worship. Snacks, 

decorating, singing, and generally being festive together.   

And a Pick-Up Choir! Yep, no commitment, no audition! Just 

show up 9:30 am Sunday, Dec 20, for rehearsal, then sing for 

that morning’s worship, and that’s all! 

The Longest Night— A special worship service on winter 

solstice (Dec 21, 7 pm) will attempt to salve the spirits of 

those for whom holidays are joyous. ”As the holiday comes 

barreling toward us, we’ll gather in quiet communion to 

support one another. We will abandon pretense and quit 

trying to walk off whatever grief or loss or anxiety or hurt the 

holiday may bring, whatever grief or loss or anxiety or hurt 

comes from simply being human. We’ll share readings and 

songs, light candles, have some bread and wine, and offer 

prayers; on the cusp of a new season, as nights begin to 

shorten and the light promises to return, we’ll let ourselves 

rest in the arms of a loving God. In the care of a loving 

community.” Someone you know needs this. Spread the 

word.  

Membership Prep 

Membership preparation concludes — or begins 

— this Sunday, at 9:30 am in Pastor Deb’s office. 

Wherever you are in the process, grab coffee 

and come sit in. If you’re interested and I don’t 

have your phone number, please see me!   

In the Community  

Holiday Dinner Thurs, Dec 17 from 4—7 pm at Masonic Temple, 

for anyone in need of a meal or ‘just a lift’ during the holiday. 

Sponsored by the Genesee County Bar Foundation and Association. 

Call to Meeting—On Jan 10, our Annual meeting is 

after worship to ratify the budget and to consider 

changes to our By-Laws.  

Office Notes: As winter is likely eventually, please 

be aware: if Mott College is closed, so is our office. 

For evening events’ status, check Facebook or call 

the office.  

We are informed… Donna Fry has been appointed 

Dean of the School of Health Professions and Studies 

pending Board of Regents approval. Woohoo! 


