
September 12, 2019     Vol. LXXVII. Issue 29

Woodside World
NEWS of  CONGREGATION and COMMUNITY

Jo y f u l l y  De f i a n t  f o r  t h e  S a k e  o f  a  J u s t  Wo rl d   
a congregation of  the United Church of  Christ, the Alliance of  Baptists, and the American Baptist Churches 

Woodside Church  | 503 Garland Street, Flint, MI  48503  |  810-767-4911  |  info@woodsidechurch.net  |  www.woodsidechurch.net

from the pastor
Non-violence is hard. 
The rhetoric is raging. People all around wanting to punch 
someone in the throat, fantasizing about strangling someone, 
secretly dreaming of the untimely death of a certain public 
official, wishing for targeted hurricanes, or just hoping to get 
through the grocery without ramming the cart in front of them. 
Even normally peace-loving people are at the edge of their own 
zen space, reacting to our current milieu in ways that surprise 
them, ways inconsistent with who they mean to be. 
Three weeks ago, a meme was posted in a social media group 
I’m part of, a left-leaning peace and justice group. The image was 
a black and white photo of a gallows, a man in a uniform, hands 
tied behind his back, and a noose around his neck. Surrounding 
him were other men in uniforms, and a priest in cassock and 
surplice, holding a bible. The caption said this: Nazis deserve a 
platform.
I commented, “Sorry guys. I can't get on board with a call to 
violence.”
And a conversation with strangers ensued that left me feeling a 
little out-of-the-mainstream. First, it was Jon. 
Jon: So you’re opposed to violence in opposition of a group 

that calls for literal genocide... come on now. We fought a 
literal war over this.

Me: I'm aware of that. I just don't believe violence is 
redemptive. I think we can change the world without 
violence. In fact, I think we have to change it without 
violence, else it really isn't changed.

Jon: Even the Nazis knew you’re supposed to meet their 
ideology with violence...

Me: The Nazis may want us to, because it justifies their 
violence. But I don't need or want Nazis telling me how to 
behave. I believe we ought to set our own moral agenda.

And then Kyle jumped in. 
Kyle: You cant defeat nazis with kindness. They want You dead. 

Socialists are first on their list.
Me:  it isn't a binary. There is a lot of ground between kindness and 

violence. Defeating them is the goal, but I don't believe it has to 
involve violence.

Kyle: This isnt a fairy tale. Please enlighten us as to how one would 
defeat nazis without violence. Since history hasnt been able to 
solve this yet perhaps you can enlighten us.

Me: I don't believe it is a fairytale. Nor do I believe it is a video 
game. Violence begets violence, and I find greater hope in the 
embrace of nonviolence, as in the lives of Gandhi, King, Goldman 
and others… 

When the conversation was done, I turned to a trusted friend to 
rehash the whole thing. I was surprised to find less solidarity than 
I had hoped. Apparently violence is more compelling than ever 
before. Even for non-violent people. 
I believe in non-violence. But I don’t believe it is human nature 
to be non-violent, but I’m not completely sure what I would do 
if attacked. 

Would I return a blow? (I carry no weapon, so it wouldn’t be 
much.) Would I run? (I’m not very fast.) Would I try to talk my 
way out of it? Would I just be a fish in barrel? 
And why do we bother even to make an attempt to be peaceful 
people? 
And a bigger question still: do I believe the state of our country 
can be changed through a non-violent revolution?  I don’t know. 
I hope so. 
I want to trust that voting still matters, but gerrymandering and 
voter suppression are real, plus mass incarceration has stolen tens 
of thousands of eligible voters from urban black communities 
and turned them into non-voting inmates in the rural white 
communities where prisons are built. 
I want to trust that the people’s voice will be heard, but there is a 
great deal of money behind legislation to silence us. 
I want to trust that imagination and our better angels can carry 
the day, but self-interest and fear seem to get way more airtime, 
blasted as they are at the highest decibels, from the highest 
echelons of public administration. 
A revolution is surely needed. But can we have a bloodless 
revolution? I just don’t know. 
As much as I am inspired by the lives of many of the saints, I 
am also inspired by their deaths. Oscar Romero, shot down by a 
sniper outside the church’s window while he was leading worship. 
Dr. King, who went to Memphis despite the threat; Bonhoeffer, 
who gave up safety in New York to return to Germany, where 
he was imprisoned and eventually hanged by Nazis. Fannie Lou 
Hamer, who said “Sometimes it seem like to tell the truth today 
is to run the risk of being killed. But if I fall, I'll fall five feet four 
inches forward in the fight for freedom.” And Jesus. 
I want to keep worshipping, keep showing up, keep telling the 
truth. 
The problem is that I am also sometimes lately the one wanting 
to punch someone in the throat, fantasizing about strangling 
someone, secretly dreaming of the untimely death of a certain 
public official, wishing for targeted hurricanes, or just hoping to 
get through the grocery without ramming the cart in front of me. 
A non-violent life goes against the grain. I know. But I think being 
people of faithful integrity requires us to try.  Perhaps that is 
why we need righteous community – give us courage and hope, 
strength to resist. 
September 15, in the UCC, is Just Peace Sunday. At Woodside, 
we’ll hear from Helena Singer about her experience at General 
Synod. Maybe it’ll be a day to talk, to practice, to confess and 
start again. And maybe we’d like to consider becoming officially a 
Just Peace congregation.
However it goes, we have to change the world without violence, 
else it really isn't changed. This I believe. 
With you on a perilous journey, 
      —  pastor deb 
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In Our Congregation 
We Will Receive a Word from Helena Singer this Sunday 
during worship. Helena, daughter of David and Tina Wilder, 
will share her reflections from General Synod, where she 
participated in the Michigan Youth @ Synod group and 
was a voting member of the Michigan delegation.
We Are Informed that our very own Tom Travis has 
been writing for the East Village Magazine for some time! 
Check out the archive online to find Tom's reporting.
Membership Consideration. If you've recently joined 
our community or have been worshipping with us for 
awhile, maybe you'd like to consider membership with 
us! On Sept. 29, at 9:30 AM, a series of five membership 
sessions will begin. It's the perfect time to hear more 
about membership and decide if it's the right choice 
for you. If you are have any questions and considering 
membership, send an email to Pastor Deb.
The M.A.D.E. Institute is opening two new transition 
houses in Flint. These spaces provide support for 
successful community reentry, family reunification, and 
individual healing. M.A.D.E. needs donations to stock 
these homes with essential items. Literature with the 
list of needed items and more information about the 
program is available in the sanctuary here at Woodside. 
Woodside Archive Team Over the course of our moves, 
a lot of our essential, historic documentation was placed 
in storage. Now that we are settling into our new home, 
it is time to dig this history out of its box and organize it 
for accessibility and longevity. If you are curious about all 
that our community has been a part of and would like to 
help us safely preserve our story, get in touch with Linda 
Angus at (810) 287-5520.
Woodside Building Dedication will be held on Sunday, 
November 10, during worship. Rev. Campbell Lovett, our 
UCC conference minister, and other special guests will 
join us in celebration.  We hope you will too!

In Our Denomination
Serve as a Delegate. Each of our denominations meets 
regularly, and Woodside likes to be involved. Here are 
upcoming meetings to which we’ll send delegates. If you 
are interested in serving as a delegate, please contact 
Patti Pagels, Nominating Committee chair; Linda Angus 
or Pastor Deb. Costs for attending are covered by the 
congregation. 

Sept. 21: The Family Council of American Baptist 
Churches of Metro Chicago quarterly meeting, 9 a.m. to 
noon, Irving Park Baptist Church in Chicago. We usually 
provide lodging for the night before.
Oct. 10-11: Michigan Conference UCC Annual Meeting, 
First Congregational Church in Kalamazoo. Pastor Deb, 
Jay Cummings and Kendall Brown will attend in official 
capacities. The theme is, “How are the children?” 

Greening our Lives 
Our Creation Justice Team is initiating the UCC's program called 52 Ways to 
Care for Creation; they'll include one idea each week here in Woodside World.
Understanding Environemental Justice. Our lives 
and world are changing so fast that keeping up with our 
own growing vocabulary is difficult. Sitting down to write 
this article, I realized that I am not all that sure what the 
words, “environmental justice,” actually mean.  If the 
overwhelming response to this column is, “Why are you 
writing this; everybody knows this?”  I will learn how 
unenlightened I am.
It all began in North Carolina in 1982. Grier, Mayor, 
and Zeuner wrote: “Environmental justice is both a 
discipline and movement that has been fighting for the 
proportionate distribution of environmental goods and 
hazards. In 1982, in Warren County, NC, a group of civil 
rights activists protested the siting of toxic waste in a 
historically African American neighborhood. Following 
this protest, a few major events took place that helped 
define and conceptualize environmental justice.
"The protests in Warren County prompted a study by the 
US General Accounting Office in 1983 that found that 
three of four hazardous waste landfills examined were 
sited in areas that were majority African American and 
where families’ incomes were below the poverty line. 
The protests also prompted the United Church of Christ’s 
(UCC) Toxic Wastes and Race in the United States report 
in 1987, which was the first national study showing that 
the percent of minority population in each zip was the 
best predictor of the location of hazardous waste facilities 
in the country.”
Environmental justice issues point us to the human need 
for the challenging and essential work of reducing climate 
warming.
The injustice is that, in so many ways, the people who 
suffer the most are the poorest, least powerful and 
marginalized.  That burden for the poor around the world 
is a clarion call to the church and all people of conscience 
to advocacy and action. A significant part of Woodside’s 
mission to the world is marching to the sound of this call.  
Thanks to the activists among us and may the spirit of 
activism continue to burn bright and hot in our spirit.
     -kendall brown
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