
March 16, 2017     Vol. LXXV. Issue 9

Woodside World
NEWS of  CONGREGATION and COMMUNITY

Woodside Church is a progressive Christian community 
committed to nurturing freedom, honesty and diversity,

where members and friends live Jesus’ way of social justice. 
  

A Congregation of the United Church of Christ and American Baptist Churches. 
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from the pastor...  
It’s been just long enough since the inauguration that 
maybe you’re starting to spin out a little. You are showing 
up for fewer meetings, making fewer “daily action” phone 
calls, finding yourself a bit less breathless, less like there’s 
a pressure-cooker in your head everytime you read 
the news. Shoot, maybe you’ve quit reading the news, 
convinced that this is the new normal – the clock-like 
precision with which our freedoms and social supports 
are being dismantled, our agencies of the common good 
depleted of their power to enforce and inform. And that’s 
just 55 days in. We need to keep our energy high; we 
need to pace ourselves. We still have 1406 days to go. 

Plus, it wasn’t like everything was fine before. Poverty and 
blame for poor people; incarceration on an unbelievably 
epidemic scale; wealth blowing to the already wealthy 
with gale force undeniability; people afraid for their 
lives and livelihoods; refugees increasingly unwanted in 
our new-and-improved grand American immigrant-less 
experiment; worship of whiteness; national unwillingness 
even to create equity between two genders, much less 
acknowledge that only two genders are not the whole of 
human experience. And poisoned water that is just the 
tip of the infrastructure iceberg by which we’ll all perhaps 
sink. (I have titanic tickets for next week; expect more 
of this metaphor.)

Madonna apparently said shortly after the inauguration 
that we who stand in opposition should be like a choir or 
an orchestra: we all take turns breathing and the music 
is sustained without disruption. I think that’s a lovely 
metaphor for the work of community resistance. We 
speak, act, sing, and take breaks as needed to keep our 
flagging energy replenished. 

We need all of us. Those daily actions add up; those 
demonstrations and huddles and rallies and book groups 
matter, even when we wonder otherwise, even when we 
feel alone, even when we don’t know what to say. 

Even when we don’t know what to say. 

Maybe you’ve hesitated to join the movement. You haven’t 
challenged any of the ridiculous things people post on 
facebook or say in family gatherings, maybe because 
you’re afraid of getting it wrong. I get that. Totally fair.  

But you’ve thought you’d like to. You’ve wanted to call 
out the ridiculous, correct the unrighteous. Or you’ve 
wanted to share your own thoughts about who God is 
and who we are supposed to be. 

Great speakers aren’t born knowing how to do that (or 
how to talk at all, for that matter). Preachers learn, 
debaters learn, movement makers learn, same as actors, 
altos, horn players, point guards; all of us learn to be 
good – or great, learn to be effective, learn to work well 
together. And we all make mistakes along the way. Which 
is why we love being part of a community of grace. 

This week, with exactly that in mind, Woodside World is 
starting a new column called “Voice Lessons.” It will be 
a time to practice, to try to use our voices, choose our 
words, stoke our passion for a better world. 

So, I invite you. If there’s something you’d like to 
comment on, give it a try. You can even pick a provocative 
or compelling question and pose it to yourself, sort of as 
a writing prompt. Then, jot a hundred words – about the 
length of my first paragraph in this essay. Then, you can 
send it to me or one of our editors; we’ll help you think, 
if you want, help you frame your thoughts, help you 
express what you already know to be true. You may not 
need our help, and that’s fine too. Just send your well-
formed hundred words (or 150 or 200) to us, and we’ll 
do whatever minor touch-ups it may need for Woodside 
World. 

Writing may be an art, but a lot of times, artistry is less 
important than simple declarative sentences. Learning 
how to use our voices seems a particularly compelling 
part of faithfulness these days. Let me know how I can 
make you brave as you join in. 

- pastor deb



Micah’s Table: 
We’re Doing JusTice, loving KinDness... 

Check our Facebook page www.facebook.com/woodsidechurchofflint.

Townhall on Redistricting Reform: Count MI Vote and Voters Not Politicians are hosting a addressing the need for a 
nonpartisan solution to Gerrymandering. Tues, Mar 21 at 6:30pm, Zauel Memorial Library in Saginaw OR Wed, Mar 29 
at 6:30pm, Fenton Community & Cultural Center.  Info. 

The People Power group (ACLU) meet at Woodside Sat, Apr 1 at 4:30. If you were unable to attend an ACLU Resistance 
Training event on Mar 11, the video is available to watch online at peoplepower.org.

W o o d s i d e  C h u r c h  | 1509 E. Court St. Flint, MI 48503 | 810-767-4911 | info@woodsidechurch.net | www.woodsidechurch.net2

 
“huDDle” inforMaTion

Flint Huddle is the follow-up to the Women’s March, all about public 
awareness, holding our government officials accountable, and taking action. 
New members welcome! Take a look here for a resource list. Upcoming 
Huddle events:

-Civil Rights/Voting Rights Action Team - Tues, Mar 21, 7:30 pm, Woodside

-Flint Huddle Meeting, all action teams together, Sat, Apr 1, 1 pm, Woodside

calenDar of acTivisM

Mar 21, 7:30pm - Civil & Voting 
 Rights Action Team 
 Meeting - Woodside 
Apr 1,  1pm - Flint Huddle
 4:30 pm - People Power 
 Group (ACLU)

Saving us from the whims of the preacher… 
This is where I take a brief interlude to remind you all how our Sunday readings are chosen. (I can see your eyes 
glazing over already, hear the faint hum of your snoring.) 

At Woodside, we follow a church year, called the “liturgical calendar,” which gives us seasons like Advent and holidays 
like Christmas and Easter. Every Sunday of the year has a designation. This week will be Lent 3. There are 5 Sundays 
in Lent, leading to Easter. New Year’s Day in the church is Advent 1, right around November 30. Got it? (There's a 
chart on page 4, a basic schedule of seasons I known you'll want to clip and put on the fridge.)

Based on the liturgical calendar, there is also the Revised Common Lectionary, a schedule of scripture readings that 
repeats every three years, with assignments for every one of those Sundays of the year. Our readings each week 
were chosen by a committee decades ago, and will be read around the world in churches of many denominations: 
UCC, some Baptists, Presbyterians, Disciples, Methodist, Lutherans, Episcopalians and others. 

The lectionary assigns four readings, and sometimes includes options. We tend to go with the Old Testament, 
The Whims ..., cont’d on page 4 
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From our co-Editor (KEndall Brown)
A Lenten Tune-up: Weekly Readings for Lent

Week 3 (Mar 19) “If we cannot now end our differences, at least we can help make the world safe for diversity.”
John F. Kennedy 

Can you imagine listening to or playing a guitar equipped with only one string? It might be much easier to learn how to 
play? The spoilers would quickly out-weigh the advantage. The guitar needs all six of its strings. Each individual string 
adds its donation to the whole. The set of six strings provides a blend and range of tone that gives the instrument 
its beauty, usefulness and uniqueness. The guitar strings remind me of our individual importance and the value of 
diversity and the close relationship of the two. 

In college I first became in tune with the wonder and awe of diversity. My major was religion. My minor was biology. 
I never doubted that truth can be found in metaphor just as quickly as in historical narrative or the objectivity of 
scientific examination. (For me the truth in metaphor was often more visible than in the other areas of study.) Thus, 
the different presentations of evolution and creation did not provide a stumbling block. 

Each new and fascinating scientific discovery is another step forward in the spiritual journey. Hubble pictures of 
universal far reaches have increased my spiritual wonder and awe a thousand fold. My scientific studies in ornithology 
and embryology had me learning about the diversity of species and the intricacies of a bird’s feather. The natural world 
is neither simple nor endowed with sameness. 

Putting science and religion together, I landed with an acceptance that has never left me. The overwhelming diversity 
of nature could only mean that God must LOVE differences and diversity. We work to define our faith in the world 
around us in culture and politics, at home and in church. 

The music of the spheres and the strings of the guitar all declare that when we work for diversity we are working to 
align our world and ourselves with what is holy, right and fitting in the wider universe. That alignment is the ultimate 
Tune-up.

Meditation

“Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow; 
they toil not, neither do they spin: 
yet I say unto you, that even Solomon in all his glory 
was not arrayed like one of these.” (Matthew 6: 28b, 29)
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in our congregaTion

We are informed... Renee Harrison’s mother died on Sun, 
Mar 12. A memorial service will be held Thur, Mar 16, at 1 pm 
at Woodside.  

Our Prayers have been requested for Ron Fader and Kathy 
DeBarr. 

Save the Date Sun, Apr 30, to hear our guest minister and 
President of the United Church of Christ, John Dorhauer! More 
information is upcoming. 

nexT WeeK aT WooDsiDe

Sun 9:30 am Adult forum
  Member Info Class
 11 am Worship, then 
  conversation and coffee
mon  Office Closed
tuE  8am-6pm Wildroot at Woodside
wEd 7 pm Choir Rehearsal
thur  6:30 pm  Daybreak

Another Lenten Word... 
Thanks to Linda Angus for this brief reflection. (It was to be included last week, but the power outage...) 

Woodside’s Ash Wednesday service was the beginning of Lent for me. The service was somber and reflective. Lent 
is a time of reflection. It is a time to take stock of oneself. What am I rejoicing in and what needs some tweaking? I am 
reading two books during Lent: “Simplify the Soul” by Paula Huston and “Wondrous Encounters: Scripture for Lent” by 
Richard Rohr. I read the same books last year during Lent. I am a believer in rereading the books I value. I am enjoying 
Kendall Brown’s reflections for Lent. I like holding a book, magazine, newspaper in my hand and, yes I have an e-reader 
too! I want to remind you of another time for reflection during Lent – attending Daybreak, which meets next on March 
23 at 6:30 p.m. Join us!  Each daybreak service is a unique experience. 



...Walking Humbly WitH god

A Readers’ Theatre is in the works for Palm Sunday, 
organized by Jeff Springgay. Rehearsals will be Sun, 
Apr 2 at 12:15 pm and Sun Apr 9 at 9:30am.

Daybreak - Have you been meaning to check out 
Daybreak? Join us next week, Thurs, Mar 23, at 6:30 
pm and see what it’s all about. Every gathering is 
different as we expand on ideas raised on Sunday. 
Coffee and childcare are provided.

Member Information Sessions continue this Sun, 
Mar 19, with the third in a series of 5 sessions, 9:30 
am Sundays. New to Woodside? Want to renew your 
Woodside life? This is how you do it. We will welcome 
members on Easter, Apr 16.

Lenten Reading Group - We will be discussing the 
book, “Beyond Resistance: The Institutional Church 
Meets the Postmodern World,” on Friday evenings 
at 5 pm at Karen Eaton’s house. Let the office know 
if you plan to attend and if you need a book.

Another New Book Group starts Sun, Mar 19, at 
9:30 am in the Parlor. They will be reading “The 
World Without Us” by Allan Wesman. Sign up on 
interest sheet on the Micah Table. Books are in the 
office if you need one.

We're Having Company! 
Sunday, Mar 26, Woodside will welcome Rev. Douglas 
Harris and Rev. Carol McVetty, partners serving as 
the Interim Executive Ministers of the American 
Baptist Churches of Metro Chicago (ABCMC) (one of 
our two denominations). Doug and Carol previously 
served the North Shore Baptist Church in Chicago for 
20 years, and before that, the First Baptist 
Church in Detroit. 

Woodside, you know, is really still the First 
Baptist Church of Flint, (but part of the 
United Church of Christ, also, since the 
1950s). 

We depend on both our denominations 
for guidance and encouragement, and 
are so pleased Doug and Carol will be 
with us in this time of rejuvenating our 
congregation's location and mission. 

Come to worship March 26! Meet our 
guests from the wider church, which 
supports us and helps us broaden our own 
mission reach.

(Later, in April, we'll have the president of the 
UCC, Rev John Dorhauer, as our guest.)
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usually a story or prophet (like Genesis, Exodus, Amos, 
Isaiah) plus the “gospel,” a story of Jesus, chosen from 
Matthew, Mark, Luke, in rotation, with John sprinkled 
throughout. This is Year A, so we’re mostly reading from 
Matthew. The psalms we're singing during worship are also 
part of that lectionary. 

There are a couple of really good reasons to use the 
lectionary. 

First, because it’s kind of groovy to know that Christians 
everywhere are reading the same stuff. 

Second, it ensures we read a broad swath of scripture, 
even when we wonder how various parts get matched up, 
and even though, yes, there are parts we never read at all. 

Third, and maybe most important: it guards against the 
preacher's whims. There is always a danger in reading the 
bible that we focus on a few key parts and ignore the rest. 
The fundamentalists do it; the progressives do it; people 
passionate about particular issues do it; people who don’t 
want to be challenged do it. Having assigned readings 
means I am guided each week in sermon prep to consider 
readings I may not have before, to hear the readings in 
the context of our world, rather than choosing readings 
that fit my own, sometimes narrow agenda. 

That may not be much of a corrective, surely, and you’ll 
still hear me preach on a handful of themes over and over. 
But it does make me think, does cause me to listen to 
scripture instead of forcing scripture to suit my purposes. 

Generally, given what I know about human nature, about 
the nature of preaching, about the nature of faith, that is a 
very good thing!

The Whims... cont from p 2

The Church Year
(the chart I promised...)

Advent – 4 Sundays, starting whatever Sunday is closest to Nov 30. Blue. 

Christmas – begins Dec 25 (the eve of the 24th), for 12 days, just like in the 
song. White. 

Epiphany – Jan 6 (the 13th day (Shakespeare's "12th Night" is Jan 5.) White. 
Add a few weeks of “ordinary time” ...Green. Then, 

Ash Wednesday – starts the 40 days of Lent. Purple. Holy Week is the final 
week of Lent, including Palm Sunday (also called Passion Sunday) (red), Maundy 
Thursday (red), and Good Friday (black). 

Easter – a season of 50 days, starting with Easter Sunday, which moves around. 
White. (Fun Fact: Easter Sunday is the first Sunday after the first full moon after 
the vernal equinox.) (You don’t have to remember that.) 

Pentecost – means “50th day”, the “birthday of the church.” Red. 
then, a lot more “ordinary time” (green), (about half a year) ending with 

Reign of Christ Sunday, the last Sunday of the year (white) before Advent starts 
all over again. 


