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Woodside Church is a progressive Christian community 
committed to nurturing freedom, honesty and diversity,

where members and friends live Jesus’ way of social justice. 
  

a Congregation of the United Church of Christ and American Baptist Churches 

R e v .  D r.  D e b o r a h  D e M a r s  C o n r a d ,  P a s t o r   A n n e  O p e r,  O f f i c e  M a n a g e r

A m b e r  D o u g h e r t y  a n d  K e n d a l l  B r o w n ,  c o - e d i t o r s

justice for all? 
A number of years ago, Woodside became an "open, welcoming and affirming congregation," a public statement of the 
congregation's commitment to the well-being of gay, lesbian, bisexual and transgender participants. It wasn't something 
new that we took on, but a declaration of who we already intended to be. Since then, we've learned a lot about the 
lives and needs of these vulnerable communities, and we have grown in our welcome and advocacy. The designation 
underscored our mission and helped us be better at what we said we wanted to do. 

The UCC has another designation, "creation justice congregation," by which we can declare our intent to pay attention 
to  our relationship with the earth. Known as a progressive place, Woodside was approached by the UCC Office of 
Environmental Justice, and asked to consider what such a designation might look like here. It's an important conversation 
to have — and one that has been on my mind. (You may remember that I became vegan as a justice issue; and this year 
I have given up paper napkins for Lent, to help me remember to think about the earth.) 

I asked Desiree, a Woodside member and community activist/artist, to think about this and jot a few hundred words. Her 
reflections are below. If this is something on your mind, I'd invite you also to pen 300-500 words; send them in, and let's 
use Woodside World to start a conversation. - pastor deb
The Flint Water Crisis has taught me 
many things as an artist, mother and 
activist for environmental injustice. 

It has made me realize that, as an 
urban dweller, I had no real connection 
to my built or natural environment. 

As a graduate student, I have had 
the opportunity to examine the 
interrelationships of landscape and 
how we live in it, as i've studied "art 
for sustainable culture." Sustainable 
culture is about reclaiming lost 
histories of the land, undoing social 
hierarchies, and learning to coexist 
mindfully within our environment in 
ways that promote regeneration. 

Flint is famous as the birth of the 
American Dream through General 
Motors. Then we became a cautionary 
tale of urban flight and economic 
depression as a post-industrial city. 

But Flint’s history began long before 

white settlers broke a treaty with the 
Indigenous Chief Ogemaa Neome 
of the Anishinaabeg Tribe that lived 
along the Flint River. Flint, once known 
as Grand Traverse, was the site of 
many plants used as medicine by the 
Anishinaabeg tribe. Reclaiming this 
history of Flint as a place of healing — 
learning of our native plants that can 
be of medicinal use —  would be act of 
restorative justice on Indigenous land.   

Historically, environmental and 
social justice movements have been 
disconnected along racial and socio-
economic lines. The Flint Water 
Crisis and the Dakota Access Pipeline 
have made it abundantly clear that 
environmental concerns have a direct 
impact on social justice issues. 

Woodside has been a model of activism 
within the spiritual community for the 
Flint Water Crisis, prisoner reentry, 
and LGBTQ civil rights. It is a beacon 

of hope for those seeking healing — 
healing without judgment — from 
interpersonal, cultural, and societal 
oppression. 

It would be only natural, then, that 
our spiritual community embrace 
social justice through healing our 
environment. Beyond our usual notions 
of being "environmentally conscious," 
such as reuse-recycle-reduce, this 
means developing a relationship to 
our environment that values our 
ecosystem of living beyond just our 
human relationships.   

Woodside Church has been asked to 
consider becoming a "Creation Justice 
Congregation," a designation that 
would intertwine our commitment to 
social justice with our commitment 
to environmental issues. Our spiritual 
community has been doing this work 
through the Flint Water Crisis, but 

see creation justice, page 2



Micah’s Table: 
We’re Doing Justice, Loving Kindness... 

Check our Facebook page www.facebook.com/woodsidechurchofflint.

People Power (ACLU) meets at Woodside Sat, Apr 1, 4:30. If you didn't 
attend the 3/11 Resistance Training, watch online at peoplepower.org.

Indivisible is a nationwide movement started by former congressional 
staffers who created "Indivisible: A Practical Guide for Resisting the Trump 
Agenda." Learn more at www.indivisibleguide.com. Indivisible-Southern 
Genesee County meets Mon, Apr 10, 6:30 pm, at John's Pizzeria. 
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A Lenten Tune-up: Weekly Readings for Lent - Week 5 (Apr 2) From our co-Editor (Kendall Brown)
This is God's wondrous world, and to my listening ears All nature sings, and round me rings the music of the spheres.  

Maltbie Davenport Babcock

As a guitar student, one of my first purchases was a digital tuner. The tuner is this small digital device to attach to the guitar. The 
display offers a read-out of the exact note being played and indicates if the string needs to be loosened or tightened to bring the 
string to pitch perfection. Pitch-perfect, what a concept!

I imagine that King David may have never heard of Middle C or a chromatic scale. But he might have played a lyre and used it to 
accompany singing a Psalm. Without having heard of a scale, he probably knew which note was just the right one to play and with 
which to begin a song. If that note happened to be Middle C, my guess is that it was the exact same Middle C that orients me on 
the piano and is about my highest comfortable note to sing with my bass voice. Middle C has always been middle C, determined by 
the frequency of the air waves’ oscillation. Pitch, like all eternal things, is inaudible, intangible and invisible. But the music of the 
spheres is always there. It takes the pick of one guitar string or a swish of breath across a vocal chord to make the pitch something 
audible – even something beautiful. (I am finding as I write this that I can’t think and write about music and write anything ugly!) 
It takes an instrument to make visible the invisible, tangible the intangible and audible the inaudible. 

As St. Francis prayed and we can too, “Lord, make me an instrument…” Let me be one who makes visible the invisible, tangible the 
intangible and audible the inaudible. There is harmony and perfect pitch all around in the music of the spheres. The eternal becomes 
temporal with the help of an instrument, as easily as plucking one single guitar string. The eternal also becomes temporal when 
we allow the refrains of holiness to be played in our lives. The eternal harmony of grace, love, forgiveness, humility and justice has 
always been written. Our job is to let the music be written and played out in our lives. Lord, make us instruments of your peace. 
Meditation  “How can we live in harmony? First we need to know we are all madly in love with the same God.”  Thomas Aquinas

Next Week at Woodside (4/2 to 4/8)
Sun 9:30 am Adult forum
  Member Info Class
 11 am Worship, then 
  conversation and coffee
 12:15 pm Rehearsal Readers'
  Theatre
Mon  Office Closed
tue  8 am-6 pm Wildroot at Woodside
Wed 7 pm Choir Rehearsal
 5:30 pm Marketing Mtg
thur  8 am-6 pm Wildroot at Woodside
Fri 5 pm Book Club at Karen'sIn Our Congregation

We are informed...Our Prayers have been requested for 
Miriam Schaefer and Kathy DeBarr. 

Palm Sunday Readers’ Theatre directed by Jeff Springgay, 
rehearses Sun, Apr 2, 12:15 pm and Sun, Apr 9, 9:30am.

Lenten Book Group - not too late to join in! We are discussing 
“Beyond Resistance: The Institutional Church Meets the 
Postmodern World,” 5 pm Fridays at Karen Eaton’s house. 
Check in the office if you need a book. or if you need the 
address.

Another New Book Group is on Sundays, at 9:30 am in 
the Parlor. They are reading “The World Without Us” by Allan 
Wesman. Sign up on interest sheet on the Micah Table. Books 
are in the office if you need one.

this would mean becoming more intentional in our 
relationship to landscape. 

The first time I came to Woodside, it was for a 
Daybreak service on a Friday night. I was searching 
for a spiritual community that was interested in social 
justice issues. At that time, I was developing an art 
project about the water in Flint, but didn’t know how 
exactly to make it happen. As an artist, I create 
objects and conversations about social justices issues 
with community. That night I talked about the project 
at the service and Pastor Deb invited me to install the 
project at Woodside. 

To me, Woodside has been creating spaces for creation 
justice for a long time. As we consider our future, I 
hope that Woodside can be a model for Creation Justice 
through reclaiming a relationship to our environment 
that encompasses the undoing social oppression and 
our relationship to our sacred landscape. 

Désirée Duell

Creation Justice, continued from page 1


