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Woodside Church is a progressive Christian community 
committed to nurturing freedom, honesty and diversity,

where members and friends live Jesus’ way of social justice. 
  

a Congregation of the United Church of Christ and American Baptist Churches 

R e v .  D r.  D e b o r a h  D e M a r s  C o n r a d ,  P a s t o r   A n n e  O p e r,  O f f i c e  M a n a g e r

A m b e r  D o u g h e r t y  a n d  K e n d a l l  B r o w n ,  c o - e d i t o r s

W o o d s i d e  K n o W s
it isn't enough to just say you are 

a welcoming and safe place. 
So, here's what you can do if you are 

witnessing racist, Islamophobic, homophobic  
or any other kind of harassment:

DO:
Do make your presence as a witness known. 
•	 If possible, make eye contact with the person 

being harassed and ask them if they want support. 
•	 Move yourself near the person being harassed. If 

possible, create distance or a barrier between the 
person being harassed and the attacker.

•	 If it's safe to do so, and the person being harassed 
consents,	film	or	record	the	incident.

Do take cues from the individual being harassed.
•	 Is the person engaging with the harasser or not? 

You can make suggestions: "Would you like to 
walk with me over here? Move to another seat on 
the bus/line at the grocery? For him to leave you 
alone?" Then, follow their lead.

•	 Notice if the person being harassed is resisting in 
their own way, and honor that. (Don't police the 
tone of the person being harassed). 

•	 Follow up with the individual being harassed after 
the incident is over, see if they need anything. 

Do keep both of you safe.
•	 Assess your surroundings: are there others 

nearby you can pull in for support? Working in a 
team is a good idea, if it is possible.

•	 Can you help the person being harassed move to 
a safer space/place?

DON'T: 
Don't call the police.
•	 For many communities experiencing harassment 

right now (including Arab, Muslim and Hispanic 
communities, black people, queer and trans folks 
and immigrants), the police can cause a greater 
danger for the person being harassed.

Don't escalate the situation.
•	 The goal is to get the person being harassed to 

safety, not to incite further violonce from the 
attacker.

Don't do nothing.
•	 Silence is dangerous; it communicates approval 

and	 leaves	 the	 victim	high	 and	 dry.	 If	 you	 find	
yourself too nervous or afraid to speak out, 
move closer to the person being harassed to 
communicate your support with your body. 

the short answer

1. Engage conversation
2. Pick a random subject and start discussing it.
3. Keep creating and expanding a safe space.
4. Continue the conversation until the attacker 

leaves; escort the victim to a safe place, if 
necessary.



Micah’s Table: 
We’re Doing Justice, Loving Kindness... 

Find more here: www.facebook.com/woodsidechurchofflint.

Voting Rights sub-Huddle meets Mon, Apr 24, 7pm, in 
Woodside's parlor. You are welcome! 
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In Our Congregation
We are informed...Prayers have been requested for Kathy 
DeBarr, Miriam Schaefer, and Stacia Wiens (annie's niece). 

'The World Without Us' Book Group meets 9:30 Sundays in 
the	Parlor.	You're	welcome!	Books	are	in	the	office...	

Speaking of Books, a new Baptist resource on racial justice,  
Trouble the Water: A Christian Resource for the Work 
of Racial Justice, is just out this month, and includes a 
chapter by Pastor Deb on the intersection of racial injustice 
and environmental injustice. 

the Nursery for our infants and toddlers continues every 
Sunday. If you have any questions, please contact Karen 
Eaton.

Annual Meeting is	 May	 21.	 If	 you	 are	 a	 board	 officer,	
represent a group, or are the head of a committee, it's 
time to write your annual report! We need these in the 
office	not	later	than	May	2.	Help	us	keep	you	informed!

special guest! 
Next Sunday UCC President, the Rev. Dr. John Dorhauer, will 
be our guest — and our guest preacher — 11 am here at 
Woodside.

Under Pastor Dorhauer's leadership, 
the UCC has supported the Black 
Lives Matter movement, continued 
its campaign for LGBT equality, and 
reached out to the Muslim community 
with its Building Bridges initiative. In 
September, the UCC released “White 
Privilege: Let’s Talk,” a curriculum he 
initiated. 

In 2015, Dorhauer published Beyond Resistance: The 
Institutional Church Meets the Postmodern World, in which 
he explores new ways of “being church” in a time where 
society is questioning institutional religion and church 
attendance is falling. Woodside’s Board of Directors read 
Beyond Resistance this past fall on retreat, and a Lenten 
book	group	here	recently	finished	reading	it	and	discussing	
how the ideas it presents relate to Woodside’s future, 
including our impending move. We're looking forward to 
talking with him about Woodside's future in light of his 
post-modern ideas and perspectives. 

Prior to his time at Woodside, he will lead discussion of 
his book Friday, 6:30 pm at The Peoples Church of East 
Lansing, and will speak at the Conference Vitality Day, Sat, 
Apr 29 at 10 am at Edgewood Church, East Lansing.

Dorhauer received a B.A. in Philosophy from Cardinal 
Glennon College, an M.Div degree from Eden Seminary, 
and	a	D.Min.	from	United	Seminary	(2004).	His	first	book	
(co-authored with Sheldon Culver) was Steeplejacking: 
How the Christian Right is Hijacking Mainstream Religion, 
published in June 2007. 

Next Week at Woodside (4/23 to 4/29)

Sun 11 am Worship, then 
   conversation and coffee
Mon   Office	Closed
 7 pm Voting Rights Sub-Huddle
tue  8 am-6 pm Wildroot at Woodside
Wed 7 pm Choir Rehearsal
thur 8 am-6 pm Wildroot at Woodside
Sat  10 am John Dorhauer at Edgewood UCC

Nestle and You. The Michigan Department of 
Environmental Quality (DEQ) will be taking public 
comments until 5pm Fri, April 21 on Nestle’s 
request for a permit to use more of Michigan’s 
groundwater for use in its bottled water. The proposed 
new draw represents a 167% increase in the volume 
of groundwater pumped daily, from 218 gallons per 
minute to 582 gallons per minute. Nestle pays just 
$200 per year in administrative fees for this water 
and a one-time $5,000 application fee.
How to comment: Written comments must be 
emailed to deq-eh@michigan.gov or mailed to: 
MDEQ, Drinking Water & Municipal Assistance Division, 
Environmental Health Section,  P. O. Box 30421,  
Lansing, MI 48909-7741. 

City Trees: Pleasure or Peril? Join a Flint Area Public 
Affairs Forum, Tue, Apr 25, 5:30 pm Flint at the 
Public Library Reading Room. The Moderator is Kevin 
Goff of ABC-12 news, and features panelists: Angela 
Warren, Administrator, Genesee Conservation 
District; Emily Huff, Assistant Professor of Forestry, 
MSU; Adam Moore, planner, City of Flint.

Save the Date, Sat, May 13 from 10 am -2 pm for 
Genesee County Recycle Day. (Paints, electronics, 
batteries accepted.) See list on Micah Table. 


