
April 27, 2017     Vol. LXXV. Issue 15

Woodside World
NEWS of  CONGREGATION and COMMUNITY

Woodside Church is a progressive Christian community 
committed to nurturing freedom, honesty and diversity,

where members and friends live Jesus’ way of social justice. 
  

a Congregation of the United Church of Christ and American Baptist Churches 

R e v .  D r .  D e b o r a h  D e M a r s  C o n r a d ,  P a s t o r   A n n e  O p e r ,  O f f i c e  M a n a g e r

A m b e r  D o u g h e r t y  a n d  K e n d a l l  B r o w n ,  c o - e d i t o r s

Late last week, i wrote this blogpost in response to the 
mayor's town hall meeting, held at a local church. I didn't 
attend the town hall, but watched videos and read reports 
of it in the media. Parts of my essay were reprinted in East 
Village Magazine, and apparently it has struck a chord 
with some folks, judging by the number of comments and 
times it has been electronically shared. I decided to reprint 
it here, so that, even if you're not on social media, you 
could know what your pastor is saying in the community. 

Last night, the mayor held a town hall meeting here 
in Flint, which got ugly. You could argue that it was 
predestined to get ugly, given that it was about water, 
that people are still paying high rates for poisonous water, 
and that there is now an encampment in the city of people 
from outside the city whose mission has become water 
protecting/protesting, support/agitation, depending on 
whom you ask.

But the likelihood of ugly was increased by animosity of 
police, and by an administration that seems committed 
to avoiding questions and insisting its judgment be 
accepted on its face, an administration that doesn’t well 
countenance dissent.

If you want ugly, turns out, it’s not that hard to 
manufacture.

Today, in the post-mortem, folks are mostly blaming the 
venue. The town hall event was held at a church, which 
has led to cries across the city of “What about church and 
state?” A church isn’t the place for such a thing, they say. 
“Why not city hall?”

To be clear, the problem wasn’t that the event was held at a 
church, but that it was fashioned as church event. Indeed, 
after what was reported as a prelude of church music, the 
mayor began by “giving praises to my lord and savior,” by 
acknowledging all the clergy in attendance, by calling on 
one pastor to offer a (lengthy and quite sectarian) prayer, 
followed by a brief announcement from the police chief 
that un-church-like behaviors such as swearing or men 

wearing hats would not be permitted, and could in fact 
lead to expulsion or arrest. Which expulsion and arrests 
did, in fact, happen. The only thing that could have made 
it more church-y would have been to take up an offering.

“What about church and state?”

What about it?

The building isn’t the problem. City leadership is the 
problem.

As pastor of a congregation active in city issues, a 
congregation at home in a building often used for 
community events, and as a long-time pastor of churches 
where community things happen, let me say this: “church 
and state” is hardly ever about buildings.

Church buildings have a long, long history of usefulness 
as community venues – health fairs, polling places, town 
halls such as last night’s, community theatre, “meet 
the candidate” non-partisan events, “know your rights” 
forums, voter registrations, food pantries, non-religious 
day cares, parenting classes.

At Woodside, we have welcomed film-screenings, panel 
discussions, community forums and festivals, news 
conferences, protest staging, social service intake 
interviews, book groups, and a host of other important 
community events. When the water crisis was just 
becoming apparent, we invited multiple city and state 
leaders for conversation, as we tried to understand the 
situation.

Granted, we choose these community events based on 
our vision of the common good (so white supremacists, 
anti-Islam, anti-semitic or anti-LGBT groups would not be 
allowed to rally in our space), but we do not require folks 
to adopt a certain set of beliefs or behaviors to attend 
these vital community functions.

Church buildings are not the problem.

from the pastor, cont’d on page 3

from the pastor...church, state, excuses and pretenses



Micah’s Table: 
We’re Doing Justice, Loving Kindness... 

Find more here: www.facebook.com/woodsidechurchofflint.

Food Giveaway - The Genesee County Hispanic/Latino 
Collaborative's (GCHLC)  La Placita Food Pantry  is 
every Wednesday from 9 am to 7 pm. at Woodside.  
You must make an appointment by Tuesday by calling  
810-874-2752 or email to lapacitafoodpantry@gchlc.
org. Tell your friends in need.

Flint Huddle is collecting non-perishable food 
donations for the GCHLC 's La Placita Food Pantry at 
the next meeting on Sat, May 6 at 9 am, Woodside.

Voting Rights sub-Huddle meets every other Monday 
in Woodside's parlor. The next meeting is May 8, 
7pm,You are welcome! 

Save the Date, Sat, May 13 from 10 am -2 pm for 
Genesee County Recycle Day. (Paints, electronics, 
batteries accepted.) See list on our Micah Table. 
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In Our Congregation
We are informed... Prayers have been requested for 
Kathy DeBarr, Miriam Schaefer, and Stacia Wiens 
(Annie's niece).  Lois Holt died Apr 22, age 101. Memorial 
service TBD. 

'The World Without Us' Book Group meets 9:30 
Sundays in the Parlor. You're welcome! Books are in 
the office... 

the Nursery for our infants and toddlers continues 
every Sunday. If you have any questions or want to 
help, please contact Karen Eaton.

Our Annual Meeting is May 21. If you are a board 
officer, represent a group, or are the head of a 
committee, it's time to write your annual report! We 
need these in the office not later than Tue, May 2. 
Help us keep you informed!

Daybreak: May 4, 2017 
“You see," said the postmodern theologian, "if we 
have a new world, we will need a new church.” 

Daybreak is a place where attendees engage in a 
conversation moving towards “a new spirituality, 
a new framework for theology and a new kind of 
church.”  

The evening provides a place for exploration of 
spiritual questions and sharing of questions in an a 
very non-judgmental atmosphere.  Attendance only 
requires some curiosity (a few questions also helps).  

Join us every other Thursday evening at 6:30 in the 
chapel.  The next gathering will be on May 4.

Next Week at Woodside (4/30 to 5/06)

Sun 11 am Worship with John Dorhauer,
   then conversation and coffee
Mon   Office Closed
Tue  8 am-6 pm Wildroot at Woodside
Wed 5:30 pm Board of Directors Mtg
 7 pm Choir Rehearsal
Thur 8 am-6 pm Wildroot at Woodside
Fri 3:30 pm The Committee on Stuff
Sat  9 am Women's Huddle



From our co-editor: Kendall Brown
News from one of our denominations

Minor tutorial: UCC Michigan Region functions in "associations," and we are part of the "Covenant" Association, based in East 
Lansing, but stretching from Midland to Clinton. Two officers of the Association are Woodsiders — Kendall is VP and Jay Cummings is 
Secretary. Saturday, EARTH DAY, we met at the UCC church in Clinton. Pastor Deb and Kendall attended. You may also remember 
a reflection by Desiree Duell just a few weeks ago about "Creation Justice," and what that could mean in our congregation's life. 
Kendall's reflection below reports on Saturday's meeting, but also stirs the justice conversation just a little more. Thanks, Kendall!  

Some business was done, but the focus of the day was 
on environmental issues. The keynote speaker was Pat 
Benson, an experienced activist who gave an informative 
presentation on the threats that face earth’s limited supply 
of fresh water – which is reaching its limits.

Water is a huge moral issue for all humanity and most 
especially the Christian Church, which has always been 
aware that we live in the world with responsibility for the 
stewardship of creation. 

Another presenter was from Michigan Interfaith Power and 
Light; she spoke on the program’s many advantages for 
churches. You will be learning more about “Light The Way” 
for churches in this space in the future.  

The third presenter was Jim Detjen from Edgewood UCC in 
East Lansing, who reported on that congregation's recent 
completion of the installation of solar panels. I could not 
help but think that as Woodside considers future church-
home needs, it would be a huge moral witness to consider 
that our future-space be equipped with solar energy.

Water, light, sun: let's see where the conversation goes. 

Conversely, I would argue, churches have a responsibility 
to be available for community events, given the reality 
that we pay zero property taxes – ZERO property taxes 
– for the space we take up and the community’s services 
we use, including the police, the fire and ems, street 
lights and sidewalks, and clean water (hypothetically). 
We are exempt from all these costs, and I believe we 
owe something back to the community that allows us 
to exist on its dime. Church buildings, then, belong, at 
least in part, to the commons. If you want to tackle the 
“church and state” problem, better would be to start with 
reforming our tax laws so our communities are no longer 
underwriting our religious existence.

“No hats in church” may be a righteous rule for a church 
event, depending on the church, but it is not a fair rule – 
or perhaps even a constitutional one – to impose on folks 
who just want to hear from their mayor. Why not prohibit 
tattoos or afros or piercings or leggings or paisley?

“No swearing” may be reasonable for a church, although 
I’ve been known to swear myself, even from the pulpit, 
as have some of the most powerful preachers I know; but 
it is a ridiculous (and, again, perhaps unconstitutional) 

line to draw when you’re dealing with people who are 
still, three years later, unable to use their water. We’ve 
flat run out of nice.

The mayor has a responsibility to be accessible – which 
means making herself available in the least restrictive 
environment possible. As soon as she takes her official 
seat in a public forum, wherever it is located, that space 
becomes an extension of the mayor’s office, which is 
itself a public space, a space belonging to all of us, a 
space where no one set of faith-based sensibilities gets 
to make the rules.

There is a lot to worry about in Flint, including the state 
of our water and the state of our democracy. But to 
lay the blame wholesale at the church door is an utter 
misdirection and lets our city leaders off the hook.

And, if you think we still need to be respectful of a host 
congregation’s faith, I’d like to point to the undisputed 
center of the Church’s faith, the presumed model 
for Christian living: a man regularly criticized for his 
manners when what really bothered the authorities was 
his politics.

- pastor deb

From the Pastor... cont from p 1
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Special Guest this Sunday! 
This weekend, Rev. Dr. John Dorhauer, President and 
Moderator of the UCC, will be our guest and preacher.  

John is a pastor and denominational leader who is fully 
aware of the challenge facing the church. His book, 
read by many of us, is "Beyond 
Resistance: The Institutional 
Church Meets the Postmodern 
World," and good golly, we know 
what that feels like! 

Saturday, our leadership will have 
conversation with John about our 
unique challenges; then Sunday, 
he'll host conversation during adult 
forum in the library and preach for 
worship at 11. 

Join us for worship and fellowship and the opportunity 
to be in conversation about this reality that so well 
describes and deeply affects Woodside Church.
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