
May 4, 2017     Vol. LXXV. Issue 16

Woodside World
NEWS of  CONGREGATION and COMMUNITY

Woodside Church is a progressive Christian community 
committed to nurturing freedom, honesty and diversity,

where members and friends live Jesus’ way of social justice. 
  

a Congregation of the United Church of Christ and American Baptist Churches 

R e v .  D r.  D e b o r a h  D e M a r s  C o n r a d ,  P a s t o r   A n n e  O p e r,  O f f i c e  M a n a g e r

A m b e r  D o u g h e r t y  a n d  K e n d a l l  B r o w n ,  c o - e d i t o r s

I’ve been promising you a thoughtful editorial on "Creation Justice" 
and what that might mean for Woodside. I keep postponing, not 
because it’s not important, but because I’m having a hard time 
knowing where to begin. 

So, how about if I just ponder the bookends of my week? 

Last weekend, Woodside hosted John Dorhauer, president 
and moderator of the United Church of Christ, one of our 
denominations. On Saturday, as an intro, I gave John a tour 
around Flint for a couple of hours. I give a pretty good tour – the 
one the Woodside search committee gave me more than 3 years 
ago, the tour that was a huge part of my being compelled to 
accept your call to come here. John said the only place he’d ever 
experienced anything that came close to what he saw here was 
Gaza. That’s a difficult comparison to forget. 

this weekend, tomorrow, the Kentucky Derby will dominate 
the world of horse-racing and preoccupy many a Kentuckian, 
capping a two-week festival that began with the biggest fireworks 
show in the world. I will not be there, of course, but I lived in 
Louisville through 18 Derby festivals. Hundreds of thousands of 
people will sing My Old Kentucky Home, and they’ll listen to Dan 
Fogelberg’s 1981 tear-jerking song of baby horses, Run for the 
Roses. There will be myriad heart-warming stories told about the 
horses, plus the back stories of trainers, owners, jockeys, horse 
names, omens, coincidences. The favorite story this year — if not 
the favorite horse — is Patch, a horse with one eye. 

But the stories less likely to get told are of the devastations of 
the racing industry: the over-bred horses that run on ankles like 
toothpicks, the 1-in-every-500 starts that ends in the death of 
a horse; the drugging of horses, or the panic in their eyes as 
ID numbers are tattoed on the inside of their lips; the jockeys’ 
desire for fair wages; the heightened fear among workers on the 
backside about immigration policy. 

There is also the hideous story of the perhaps tens of thousands 
of economically valueless colts, bred and then sent to slaughter, 
to produce lactating mares who serve only one industry purpose, 
as wet nurses for more promising colts – those privileged weeks-
old future racehorses who cannot stay with their own moms, 
because mothers who can produce winners are shipped off to 
be bred again almost immediately, after enduring an 11-month 
pregnancy. (You can learn more from PETA or The Horse Fund.)

Then, in Kentucky, there is the story of the sales tax-exemptions: 
racehorses and various aspects of horseracing (boarding, 
training, breeding) that could have provided millions of dollars to 
the state coffers, that is, the common good. Could have. 

Saturday to Saturday. A tour of Flint, then the Run for the Roses. 

in between, Monday I attended my partner’s swearing in as 
a new attorney, a member now of the Kentucky Bar. At the 
ceremony, the speaker was Allison Connelly, a law professor and 
former public defender. She riffed a bit on the 14th Amendment 
— the one guaranteeing every person due process and equal 
protection of the law. She talked about how our understanding of 
that amendment is continually evolving, a generally good thing; 
then, she called on all the new attorneys to stand on the side 
of someone, to raise their voices when they see injustice. In so 
many cases, in civil disputes, (like over water bills), she reminded 
them, there is no guarantee of an affordable attorney. So, they 
should offer themselves for free, to help make “equal protection” 
a reality for someone who has been injured or oppressed. 

I thanked her afterward, and pondered how her work and mine 
are similar, how the call to all of us is really the same: to use 
our voices. 

Flint’s devastation. The Derby's exploitation. A law professor’s 
invitation. 

Creation JustiCe. In the church, it is what we might also call 
environmental justice. Or stewardship of creation. It might make 
us think of recycling or adjusting thermostats. Kendall reported 
last issue about a church that installed solar panels, and in this 
edition there's info about Michigan Interfaith Power and Light’s 
energy conservation program for congregations. Valuable things 
for us to consider. But not the whole story. 

I don’t think of Creation Justice as having figured out the perfect 
way to participate in life on the planet. It isn’t simply zero carbon 
footprint or no cut trees or eradication of Styrofoam, although all 
of those are worthy goals. 

Creation Justice is rather, for me, about equal protection for the 
whole creation, which is Micah's reminder that we are to walk 
humbly with God, which is about remembering that the planet 
doesn't belong to us. 
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Micah’s Table: 
We’re Doing Justice, Loving Kindness... 

Find more here: www.facebook.com/woodsidechurchofflint.

Food Giveaway - The Genesee County Hispanic/Latino 
Collaborative's (GCHLC)  La Placita Food Pantry  is every 
Wednesday from 9 am to 7 pm. at Woodside.  You must 
make an appointment by Tuesday by calling  810-874-
2752 or email to lapacitafoodpantry@gchlc.org. Tell your 
friends in need.

FLint huddLe is collecting non-perishable food donations 
for the GCHLC 's La Placita Food Pantry at the next 
meeting on Sat, May 6, 9 am, Woodside.

votinG riGhts sub-huddLe meets every other Monday in 
Woodside's parlor. The next meeting is May 8, 7pm.  

the Food bank oF eastern MiChiGan "mobile pantry" 
distribution sites for early May: 

• Sat, 6, 11 am, Flint First Wesleyan Church, 3825 Davison Rd.

• Wed,10, 1 pm, Salem Lutheran Church, 2610 ML King Ave.

• Fri, 12, 9:30 am Flint Muslim Food Pantry, 4400 S. Saginaw St.

• Fri, 12, 2pm, Berston Field House, 3300 N. Saginaw St.

• Sat, 13, 10am, Calvary UMC, 2111 Flushing Rd.

• Tue, 16,   noon,   St. Michael Catholic Church, 609 E  Fifth  Ave.

househoLd hazardous waste CoLLeCtion coordinated by Keep 
Genesee County Beautiful is May 13, City of Flint – East Water 
Service Center, 3310 E. Court St. Flint, 48503 and Davison High 
School, 1250 N. Oak Rd., Davison, MI 48423. (Paints, electronics, 
batteries accepted.) See list on our Micah Table.

Michigan Interfaith Power and Light 
Michigan Interfaith Power and Light is not a utility company!

Active since 2002 and part of a national network, it is a faith-
based organization that works to help congregations and other 
faith organizations live sustainably. 

Through its "Light the Way" program, MIPL is partnering with 
Consumer's Energy to help congregations spend less money 
on power. In just two years, 215 Michigan congregations have 
received an average of $1,000 worth of free light bulbs and such, 
and are saving about $500 a year on energy bills.

It doesn't cost anything, so you can count on Woodside signing up 
and receiving the benefits. Being mindful of energy conservation 
is an timely concern as we look toward sustainable life in our 
future church home.
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In Our Congregation
we are inForMed... Prayers have been requested for Kathy 
DeBarr, Miriam Schaefer, Pennie Meyers, Jeff Springgay 
and Annie Oper Annie is having surgery on her elbow on May 12 
and will be off work for a week.    

'the worLd without us' book Group meets 9:30 Sundays in 
the Parlor. You're welcome! Books are in the office... 

our annuaL MeetinG is May 21. Reports were due on Tuesday 
from officers, groups, or committee chairs. With Annie's upcoming 
absence, she especially needs the reports NOW to get the booklets 
done in time. Help us keep you informed. Thanks!  

Next Week at Woodside (5/07 - 5/12)

Sun 11 am Worship, then conversation and coffee
Mon   Office Closed 
 7 pm Flint Huddle Voting Rights
Tue  8 am-6 pm Wildroot at Woodside
Wed 5:30 pm Marketing Meeting
 7 pm Choir Rehearsal
Thur 8 am-6 pm Wildroot at Woodside

Sunday Helpers this Month
5/7—Ushers/Greeters—Team C: Carol Higgins and Pat 
Perrine, Sharrie Creasey and Shannon Loesel Thorpe, Jim 
Hazen, Clif Turner. Counters: Linda Angus and Joe Eufinger.  
Liturgist: Angela Lots (all month).

5/14 Ushers/Greeters—Team D: Jim Richardson, Sharon 
and Ted Bolander, Joe and Laura Eufinger, Ron Fader and Jeff 
Springgay. Counters: Donna Fry and Jim Abbott. 

5/21 Ushers/Greeters— Team E: Virgil and Sheryl Cope, 
Linda Lee, Renee Harrison and Dee Johnson.  Counters: Vrigil 
Cope and Shannon Loesel Thorpe. 

5/28 Ushers/Greeters—Team A: Jim Abbott, John Crouch, 
Jay Cummings, Al Nickens, Don Harbin and Liz Perkins Harbin. 
Counters: Jim Richardson and Dave Pinchock. 

6/4—Ushers/Greeters—Team B: Cliff and Linda 
Worstenholm, Ron and Jan Brown, Keith Crane, Reid Sanders. 
Counters: Carol Higgins and Reid Sanders.  

It is about mindfulness, about us paying attention, being willing to see, about making connections, about noticing the impact we have 
and taking responsibility for whatever are the painful by-products and collateral damage of the things we do and make — like horse-
racing and fireworks shows and coal-mining and fracking and palm oil and plastic water bottles by the gazillions. 

And then it is about us raising our voices, calling out the injustices and unsustainabilities, and learning to live a new way — as partners, 
even as partners with trees, or rivers, or horses that can’t yet stand on their own wobbly legs. 

Happy Derby, y’all. 
— pastor deb

(Next week: Veganism, or A Plant-based Life is Way More Interesting Than a Plateful of Lettuce.)  
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