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R e v .  D r .  D e b o r a h  D e M a r s  C o n r a d ,  P a s t o r

F r o m  o u r  P a s t o r … 
This Wednesday, September 14, is the 202th anniversary of   the 
writing of the Star Spangled Banner, a song that became America’ 
national anthem in 1931, more than 100 years after it was written, 
another bit of Herbert Hoover’s legacy. 

I quit singing the national anthem more than 25 years ago. It is 
hard to sing, for sure; but moreover, I have had no taste for the 
militarism and dominance on which it is founded and which it 
spews. Plus, “the land of the free and the home of the brave” 
has never really rung true for me, as a lesbian lacking both civil 
rights and courageous political leaders who would be allies in 
the pursuit. America just doesn’t seem all that brave to me. We 
consistently avoid difficult conversations and strategic changes 
that would make life better for a lot of people, just because we’re 
afraid. “Land of the free, home of the brave” doesn’t describe 
America as I know it. 

So I quit singing. 

Colin Kaepernick is a pro football player who has also quit singing, 
choosing instead to sit or take a knee during each pre-game 
rendition of the anthem. Colin has quit singing, and people are 
paying attention. 

So two things have happened. 

First, some people got mad. Began criticizing, vilifying, threatening 
him. 

Second, some other people followed his lead. A few athletes, 
some young students, run-of-the-mill Americans have seen a 
bravery and honesty in him that is inspiring them to ask questions, 
to review the lesser known lyrics of this patriotic song. People are 
paying attention. It’s how change happens.    

This Wednesday, besides the birthday of this song, is also a 
little-noticed festival in the Church, Holy Cross Day, a day for 
remembering a key event of Christianity, the execution of Jesus. 

But something happened to Jesus’ legacy along the way – much 
like so many other martyrs for causes: he got cleaned up. Co-
opted. Reduced to bland, inoffensive nothingness. Our Jesus 
who resisted oppressive political systems, railed against unjust 
economic systems, demonstrated against military occupation, 
broke laws, rebelled against customs, cursed and called names, 
this Jesus was executed for insurrection, executed for being 
a problem. Crosses weren’t for swell guys that encouraged 
complacency. They were for troublemakers who weren’t going 
to take it anymore. That’s the paradox of Holy Cross. Sacred 
Insurrection.  

Before the star-spangled banner, there was another song, 
several, in fact, all unofficially anthems of America. America, the 
Beautiful; My Country ‘Tis of Thee; Hail, Columbia. Maybe you’d 
prefer one of these as a “national anthem.” 

In the African American tradition, the song often called the “Black 
national anthem” is “Lift Every Voice and Sing,” which moves me 
to tears, so raw and honest it is: 

Lift every voice and sing 
Till earth and heaven ring, 
Ring with the harmonies of Liberty…
Stony the road we trod,
Bitter the chast’ning rod,
Felt in the days when hope unborn had died;
Yet with a steady beat,
Have not our weary feet
Come to the place for which our parents sighed?

And in the New Century Hymnal, there is this other that we’ve 
sung twice this summer: 

This is my song, O God of all the nations,
A song of peace for lands afar and mine.
This is my home, the country where my heart is,
Here are my hopes, my dreams, my holy shrine.
But other hearts in other lands are beating,
With hopes and dreams as true and high as mine

There is a measure of humility in that song, which is not evident 
in the Star-Spangled Banner. How nice it would be to sing a song 
of national pride that doesn’t dwell on superiority, power or 
warfare. 

This past Sunday, for Labor Day, we sang Woody Guthrie’s “This 
Land is Your Land, This Land is My Land,” with its equitable and 
hopeful refrain: “this land was made for you and me.” We even 
included the more stirring lyrics that usually get left out: 

In the squares of the city, in the shadow of the steeple, 
by the welfare office, I saw my people. 
As they stood there hungry, I stood there asking: 
Is this land made for you and me?

The thing is, we have choices. Things change. Life invites 
pondering. I’m appreciative of Colin Kaepernick for his brave act 
of sitting out this ugly song. Songs of country are not necessarily 
songs of faith in our secular nation; but the songs we sing tell 
us something about ourselves, about what we value, where we 
stand, how we live, the community we’d like to be. 

This is Rally Day at Woodside, and it really all relates. Not in a 
“hate America” way, which some folks will assume from this 
writing; but in a “permission to figure it out” kind of way, which 
is the best kind of faith tradition. Permission to learn and grow 
and change and grow and change again and more. Including the 
songs that define our faith, including the songs that declare and 
command our greatest allegiances.  
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t h i s  W e e k  at  W o o d s i d e  9/11  -  9/17
Sun: 9/11 9:30 am Faith Formation Classes
 11 am Worship - Rally Day
 then, Mission Fair in the Narthex and 
 Music Technology Day in the Chapel
Mon: 9/12 Office Closed
Wed: 9/14 5:30 pm Marketing Committee
Thur: 9/15 7 pm Newcomer Gathering at Karen’s
Fri-Sun: 9/16-18   Board Retreat 

a d u l t  F o r u m s  t o  b e g i n

Adult Sunday Forums begin this Sun, Sept 11, at 9:30 am. 

vJay Cummings will lead the discusion of the book, Dear White 
Christians: For Those Still Longing for Racial Reconciliation by 
Jennifer Harvey. (She’ll be speaking here Oct 14-15 at the UCC 
annual meeting.) This group will meet in the parlor. Prior to the 
first meeting, please read the Introduction. Subsequent reading 
assignments to be determined... 

vPastor Deb will lead a study of Manna and Mercy: a brief 
history of God’s unfolding promise to mend the entire universe 
by Daniel Erlander. This is a deeply engaging look at scripture, for 
beginners and re-beginners, helping us see the bible as one large 
story. Plus it is written in sort-of comic book style, with a clever 
gopher hanging around the margins. This group will meet in the 
library. No weekly pre-reading is involved. 

Copies of both of these books are provided at no cost. You can 
pick up Dear White Christians in the church office; one copy of 
Manna & Mercy is available for review; copies will be distributed 
during class. 

n e W  t o  W o o d s i d e ?

Newcomers’ Gathering. This is a chance to get to know 
each other in a casual non-worship way. We’ll gather at 
Karen Eaton’s house 7 pm Thur, Sept 15. No pressure to join, 
conversation and light refreshments. Call the office or sign up 
to attend. Child care will be provided at the church if you call 
us to let us know it’s needed. (It’s just a few blocks to Karen’s.) 

An Inquirers’ Class will be held after worship for 3 weeks, 
beginning on Sun,  Sept 25 (12:30-2 pm). 

If you are interested in membership at Woodside, or just want 
a refresher about who we are and what we’re about, this is 
for you! (Attending doesn’t commit you to join, just prepares 
you and helps you decide.) Gatherings include lunch and 
childcare. Please sign up or leave a note in the church office, 
so we can count on lunch quantities and childcare helpers. 

board notes

Our Board of Directors will be away for our annual 
visioning retreat Sept 16-18, Friday dinner until Sunday lunch. 

We’ll gather at Crystal Lake Retreat Center in Frankfort, a 
camp of our partner denomination the Christian Church 
(Disciples of Christ). 

Karen has info about ride sharing,  meal assignments and 
how to pack; please talk with her. 

Our retreat pre-reading this year is Beyond Resistance, by 
UCC President John Dorhauer. A compelling discussion 
of the future of “church” in a changing world, with 
important implications for Woodside, it will help shape our 
conversations. 

s a F e  c h u r c h

Safe Church Training. Woodside is committed to providing 
a safe place for all the folks who gather. 

Among other things, this means we require training for 
anyone interested in working or volunteering with our 
children. 

There will be a seminar 7-9 pm Tue, Sept 20, after which we 
perform a state background check on each potential teacher, 
helper or nursery sitter. 

Even if you’ve been through this training someplace else, or 
you’ve been a school teacher for 9 decades, you are required 
to participate. 

If you’ve done this training at Woodside, but more than a 
year ago, we ask that you come take part as a refresher, and 
to be updated to our safe church practices. 

Childcare is provided, but you must sign-up so we know how 
to plan.

W a t e r  u P d a t e

Our water filling stations are complete! The drinking 
fountains have a spout to fill regular sized water bottles; the 
sinks in the main level kitchenette and the downstairs kitchen 
now have commercial-strength filter systems with higher 
volume faucets. The water has been tested and it is lead-free. 

Now, we can care for the earth by filling and refilling 1-, 2- 
and even 5-gallon bottles! Sunday, we’ll inaugurate these 
faucets with a blessing and ribbon-cutting.  
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This Sunday, we begin a new round of faith exploration for children and adults. 
The children will continue learning the stories of faith; adults will explore new 
connections between the faith we profess (faith which is ever evolving) and the 
lives that we live. In our worship, we will continue to explore songs of faith, songs 
which help us express our deepest longings and greatest hopes. Things keep 
changing. We keep singing. 

But this doesn’t change: we are Woodside. And as always, you are welcome. 
Whatever your song. 

With you on the journey,    
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pastor deb

c h a n g e  i n  P l a n s

We have learned that Eric Carlson, 
our anticipated seminary student, has 
withdrawn from field education this 
academic year for personal reasons. We 
wish him well on his vocational journey.


