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As I write this, I’ve just gotten a message that the city 
of Flint is beginning again to issue shut-off notices to 
water customers.  

About 60 percent of city water customers are in 
arrears, according to one source.  

Someone will wonder how many of those customers 
are people who didn’t see the rationale behind paying 
for poisoned water or quit paying in protest. Someone 
else will surely say they are simply opportunists, hiding 
behind the crisis to avoid paying for water. Others will 
talk about the billing confusion or still-unreasonably-
high water rates. 

I hope someone will mention that 40 percent of Flint 
lives below the poverty line, then point out that the 
poverty line is in the wrong place – that even a 100 
percent increase in what counts as “poverty wages” 
would barely bring a family to a sustainable economic 
place, much less let them pursue the American Dream.  

I hope people of faith will be talking most about the 
reality that water is life and that there is no 
alternative; that the means of production and the 
means of happiness may be commodified, but the 
means of life should never be.  

So, here’s what’s happening: Thursday, as you’re 
reading this, a bunch of people are going to Lansing to 
make a case for water. I know, it’s absurd that the case 
must be made, ridiculous that we have to state the 
obvious. Despicable that anyone would see otherwise.  

But it is required, so we’re going to Lansing. We’re 
going to lobby for water. There are 8 pieces of 
legislation in a bundle called the “Water is a Human 
Right” Bill Package.  

HB5101 establishes that each individual has the right 
to safe, clean, affordable and accessible water for 
consumption, cooking and sanitation.  

HB5097 calls for a residential water affordability plan, 
with rates based on household income.  

HB5095/96 decriminalizes re-connecting water service 
that was disconnected for inability to pay, and 
restructures sentencing guidelines. Re-connecting 
would no longer be a felony.  

HB5094 cleans up the method for testing water, 
ensuring that samples drawn are a true indicator 
of the safety of the water.  

HB5093 requires statewide reporting about water 
rates and shut-offs.  

HB5110 provides relief to customers who try in good 
faith to obtain bills but none is provided. (This 
seems designed to address the billing debacle in 
Highland Park, where customers were getting 
billed thousands of dollars after not receiving bills 
for years.) 

HB5120 changes reporting requirements when 
hazardous chemicals are found in the water.  

HB5122 establishes classes of folks protected from 
shut-offs (senior citizens, families with young kids, 
pregnant women, people with disabilities) and 
changes how notifications are done.  

We think it all makes sense. Maybe someone will 
express concern that we’re opening the door to people 
who want to work the system and take advantage. 
Perhaps then someone else will note with a bit of 
sarcasm that THAT’S never happened before. Or 
maybe draw a parallel to folks working the system as it 
relates to off-shore holdings or capital gains or 
bonuses as deferred income. That would be great.  

In the midst of all that, we’ll remember that we are 
followers of Jesus. Who called himself living water. I 
hope someone will mention Living Water. Sometimes 
it isn’t just a theological metaphor.  

We’re heading to Lansing to make a case for water = 
life. If you’d like to support any or all of these 
provisions, you can help. Contact Rep Lee Chatfield 
(517-373-2629, LeeChatfield@house.mi.gov) chair of 
the House Committee on Local Government, under 
which most of these bills fall. Or talk to Jay for full 
details on the bills and better contact info.  

Living water. And beloved community. We’ll get 
through this together.  

With you on the journey. 

FROM THE PASTOR... 

-pastor d
eb 
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IN THE CONGREGATION 

Faith Exploration Classes for Adults This week 

 Living Our Faith in the World class led by Jay 

Cummings. 

 Linda Angus leads a discussion of the weekly 

lectionary (the readings we’ll hear in worship) 

 Carol Higgins’ group is looking for a new book to 

discuss. They are finished with Spiritual 

Defiance—stay tuned. 

This Week at Woodside 1/17 - 1/23 

   Sunday:  

 1/17 9:30 am Adult Classes 

  11 am Worship 

      Coffee and Conversation hosted by the  

      Outreach and Social Action Committee 

   Monday:  

 1/18 Office Closed 

  7 pm Chime Choir 

   Tuesday: 

 1/19 Office Closed—for Martin Luther King Day 

   Wednesday: 

 1/20 6:30 pm Hymn of the Month Club 

  7:30 pm Chancel Choir 

   Thursday: 

 1/14 6 pm Finance Committee 

  7 pm Daybreak Worship 

We have a bus stop! Our Marketing Committee has 

been working with MTA to get a bus stop in front of 

Woodside. We’re excited this will make us more 

accessible to people without vehicles. Next step is to 

convert the end of the overhang canopy (at the end of 

the breezeway) into a shelter. We have ideas. Do you 

have skills to share? Then, we’ll ask for more 

volunteers, willing to serve hot chocolate or coffee, so 

folks can experience a Woodside Welcome as they 

wait for the bus. More about this later, but call the 

office or pastor deb if you can help with the shelter. 

Call to Meeting—On Jan 31, we convene a special 

meeting at 12:50 pm to vote on the proposed changes 

to our By-Laws. Proposed revisions reflecting our 

conversations last week will be Sunday, Jan 24. 

Winter Note: Please be aware: if Mott College is closed, 

so is our office. For evening events’ status, check 

Facebook or call the office.  

Another note—since the office is normally closed on 

Mondays, when there is an official government Monday 

holiday, we are also closed on the following Tuesday 

(except for Columbus Day). The next such holiday is ML 

King Day (closed the 19th). 

Water Update—The good news is that we’re finally 

getting national media attention. But the water still isn’t 

safe! Please keep filtering! If you need a filter, or if it is 

time to replace the cartridge, (because the water is 

running slowly) call the church office. We have had 

offers of water bottles and water filter donations from 

out of state people who have found us online. People 

around the country do care! Because of this, we have 

quite a few filters in the office at this time, so if you 

know of any of your neighbors who may need a filter 

and haven’t been able to pick one up, please sign them 

out from the church office and take them to them. We 

have begun telling people that it may be easier to 

donate cash to the discretionary fund to help people 

with the water situation, so we can respond to needs as 

they arise. 

Parking: Visitor signs have arrived, and soon to be 

installed along the back fence when we can get through 

the frozen ground. Please save these for our newest 

guests! 

In Other News: Leslie and Karen are heading off to 

Charlotte for a planning meeting about our next group of 

interns. They’ll no doubt come back with great ideas and 

lots of ways for us all to be involved. If you’d like to work 

with a stellar bunch of young people — or help plan for 

their arrival — talk to Karen.  

 In the Community 

Are you a caregiver of a child that has experienced 

trauma? Sometimes a child’s exposure to trauma can lead 

to changes in behavior that interferes with their learning 

and relationships. A Resource Parent Workshop is offered 

by the Genesee Health System for a six-week series 

beginning Wed, noon, from Jan 27-Mar 2. at 1102 Mackin 

Rd, Flint. to learn how to help children who have 

experienced trauma. Call 810-496-5112 for more 

information. 

Lent is early this year.  

Ash Wednesday is Feb 10, beginning 6 weeks of 

reflection leading to Easter. Watch for more news 

about how we’ll observe this next holy season 

together at Woodside.  


