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Micah's Table: all about justice...

Doing Our Own Work: An Anti-Racism Seminar For White 
People is coming to Lansing this fall. In a 40-hour course on 3 
weekends, white people learn to see and respond to racism all 
around. Woodside wants to send at least two people who will 
bring back lessons for the rest of us. Is this your call? If you'd 
like to attend, email Pastor Deb. Be sure to say why it matters 
to you.   

Tendaji Talks, a speaker series about issues of racism and the 
mid-term elections,  convenes most Tuesdays between now and 
November 6. (If the mid-terms aren't already on your calendar, 
mark Nov 6 now!) The next Tendaji Talk is 6 pm July 10, at the 
Flint Public Library, featuring Keishaun Wade on "Young Voices, 
Racism and the Midterm Elections."   

Power to the Polls. Join the effort to register thousands of 
voters this summer. Organizers meet 6 pm Thursdays at Prince 
of Peace Missionary Baptist Church (1417 Stevenson). 

In Our Congregation 
Picnic Cancelled. The July 27 picnic in the park across the 
street from our new home has been cancelled.

Adult Forum is reading "Just Mercy: a story of justice and 
redemption" by Bryan Stephenson, about the injustice of our 
justice system. They are less than halfway through the book, 
which means you can still catch up! Drop in anytime. (Ed: this is 
a great book, and the conversation is stellar.)  The Forum meets 
in the downstairs Board Room 9:30 am Sundays.

Poor People’s Campaign Update: adjudication is on hold for 
five Woodsiders (and 100 others) arrested for trespassing as 
part of the direct action campaign in Michigan. The authorities 
are pondering options, which seem to include dropping the 
charges, assigning us to a diversion program, or going to trial. 
The 5 are: Leslie and Jay Cummings, Karen Eaton, Robin Evans 
and Pastor Deb. We'll keep you posted.

Next Week at Woodside  
Sun 9:30 am Adult forum in the board room
 11 am Worship, then fellowship.  
Tues-Fri 10 am - 2 pm Office open. 
Tues 8am-6pm Wildroot Coffee

Creation Justice — PLastic-Free July. 
Did you know: 

• that plastic production has actually quadrupled since the 1980s? 
• that less than 10 percent of plastic gets recycled? 
• that scientists estimate approximately 5.25 billion pieces of 

plastic in the ocean, the total weight of which is more than that 
of 38,000 African elephants? 

• that most of it is not large plastic bottles we can retrieve, but 
confetti-size pieces, broken down by sun and water, which are 
damaging the earth in ways we cannot begin to imagine?

• that 700 species of marine life, including many of the species 
of fish routinely eaten by humans, have consumed plastic, and 
more than 100 million sea mammals are killed each year by 
plastic pollution? 

Back in 2011, some folks got the idea that we could do something 
about all the plastic that is smothering the planet and filling the 
oceans. The amount of plastic is a problem; the manufacturing 
processes are a whole other problem. Recycling is good, but not 
enough. Reuse is also good, but not enough. So began the movement 
to eradicate plastic.  

Plastic-Free July is a way to begin. Woodside stands on the 
side of justice, and that includes Creation Justice. You are invited, 
encouraged, to look for ways to reduce or eliminate the plastic in your 
life this month. And maybe to read something that helps illuminate 
the problem. 

Ideas may include:
• taking your own non-plastic bags to the grocery. 
• saying no to straws, drink lids and other plastic in restaurants 

(straws are awful for so many reasons!) 
• use refillable water bottles, rather than single-use.
• buying milk and other groceries in paper cartons rather than 

plastic
• using fewer disposables, like razors, and more multi-use items. 
• look for biodegradable garbage bags 
• take your sandwich to work in a cloth bag rather than plastic 

Ziploc
• look for bamboo things like toothbrushes and hairbrushes. 

What else can you think of? Let's use July to make a difference in the 
world and in our habits. Send your ideas, and we'll share them! Read 
more: www.plasticfreejuly.org

Meanwhile, Our Creation Justice Team is exploring how to live in 
ways that protect the planet. If you'd like to help us become more 
mindful, join the conversation. The next meeting is 6 pm Aug 8. 


