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In Our Congregation 
A Congregation Meeting is after worship this Sunday, Dec. 9. 
Gather in the worship space at 12:45 pm, to adopt a budget for 2019. 

Staff Update: Precious Brown, our new administrative assistant, will 
delay her start with us due to a family emergency. Expect to see her in 
the office when you return from the New Year holiday. Thanks, Karen, for 
willingness to keep at it. If you have time to help out, see Karen!

Christmas a-carolin.' Woodsiders (and friends!) will gather 3:30 
pm Friday, Dec. 14, in the parking lot at East Street to take joy to some 
folks who can't come to us. 

Adult Forum meets each Sunday morning at 9:30. Currently, they're 
working through Robin Diangelo's book "White Fragility: Why It's So Hard 
For White People To Talk About Racism." A vital, uncomfortable topic.

Congregation News: Need something in Woodside World? Send it 
via email by each Tuesday, subject line "woodside world." You don't even 
have to write it all out. Just jot the basics, and we'll take it from there. 

Wildroot @ Woodside: Great coffee at 503 Garland, Tuesdays      
8 am-6 pm all month. Have a cup on us! 

Micah's Table — on the side of Justice. 
State Lobby Day. Our legislature is using this lame duck session to gut 
voter actions and minimize the power of the newly elected Democratic 
attorney general. We can do something! Michigan Faith in Action will 
gather at 10 am Tuesday, Dec. 11, at the state capitol for the final lobby 
day of the session. Leaders will orient us to the issues, including minimum 
wage, voting rights, and raising the age for youth in adult prisons. 

Immigrants under assault. again. Dept of Homeland Security is 
changing the rules to make it more difficult for low-income immigrant 
families to get permanent resident status. Can you write a letter? The 
public comment period ends Monday. More info is here and here. Submit 
a comment online here. 

Poor People's Campaign Update. Over a 40-day period, about 100 
Michigan people (and thousands across the country) were arrested in 
various actions in Lansing and Detroit. Five woodsiders were arrested. 
Jay Cummings, arrested twice, pleaded 'no contest' on one charge 
and is awaiting disposition of the other; Pastor Deb, Karen Eaton and 
Robin Evans chose a diversion program and community service; Leslie 
Cummings expects to plead 'no contest.'  

Two non-Woodside folks from our May 21 protest who were found 
guilty and refused to pay a fine are in Ingham County Jail for 12 days. 
You can send notes of encouragement (via prepaid postcard only) to 
Bill Wylie-Kellermann or Tommy Tackett at 640 N. Cedar St, Mason, MI, 
48854. More than just moral support for Tommy and Bill, the volume of 
postcards will bear even greater witness to the cause. 

 'Tis the Season
Worship at 503 Garland. Worship continues for Advent and 
Christmas in our new space. Please join us for worship at 11, and these 
special events: 

Dec 16: 11 am Sunday worship, hanging of the greens, with a   
 soup and bread lunch. 

Dec 21:  6 pm "Longest Night" prayer service, because   
 sometimes hope and joy are elusive. 

Dec 23:  11 am Sunday worship, including an offering of    
 ornaments, and time to decorate the worship space. 

Dec 24:  11 pm Christmas Eve Candlelight worship

Dec 30:  11 am Sunday worship

decorating our space
We're decorating in two stages, which is a common Christian tradition; 
and since all our stuff is in storage, we're doing a little improvisation. 

Dec 16, we'll have a "liturgy of the greens" at the close of worship; then, 
we'll stay after to hang them, and to decorate salt dough ornaments for 
the trees. Soup and Bread lunch is planned, and you're encouraged to 
stay and be part of the decorating and fellowship. 

Dec 23, we'll add the lights and colors, starting during worship, at the 
time of the offering. We'll hang the salt dough ornaments we painted 
the week before, and each person or family is invited to bring a special 
ornament from home, if you'd like. (Please plan to leave it until after Dec. 
30 worship.)  

We have these special needs, if you can help with loaners:

• 2 Christmas Tree stands for fresh trees
• 6-8 strands of white twinkle lights (100 count or more)

Please let Karen or Jamie know if you can let us borrow these, or if you 
can stay and help complete the decorations on the 16th and 23rd.  

Community News
North End Soup Kitchen. Christmas gifts for the NESK families 
are due this Sunday, Dec 9. Gifts should be wrapped. If you use your own 
individual gift tags, the child’s name and code number need to be on the 
tag. Place all gifts for your family in one bag or box with the family sheet 
attached to the outside.  You can also drop your gifts at the church office 
during regular office hours (10 am—2 pm, Tues-Fri). 

Contributions for family gift cards are also due (but you can be make 
gifts to the discretionary fund at any time). Make your check payable to 
Woodside, with the memo “discretionary fund." 
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