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from Pastor Deb, on how we help... 

Woodside has long been a place where people know they can 
ask for what they need and have us do our best to respond. With 
increased visibility and accessibility, we expect this aspect of our 
life together to be more pronounced at Garland Street. 

About 3 years ago, I asked Jay Cummings to be our point person 
in this ministry, and he has done a great job of seeing the whole 
picture, that is, responding in appropriate ways to needs that 
arise. (I help, but it's mostly Jay.) Our mantra, whenever anyone 
asks, has become "talk to Jay." 

People have a lot of needs: food, bus fare, gas for a stalled car, 
rent, help with water bills or medical bills, perhaps a new furnace 
or staving off eviction. We've seen it all. We can't do everything, 
so we triage; sometimes, believing a need to be misrepresented 
or overstated, we say no. Also, we don't give cash to anyone, but 
try to respond as specifically as we can. Often, especially on big 
things, we are able to leverage community partnerships, to garner 
help from multiple sources. And we try to get to the root cause, to 
help prevent the problem from arising again. 

"Talk to Jay." 

This is especially helpful on Sundays, when people asking for 
assistance can add to the Sunday morning chaos, and perhaps 
create discomfort for folks new to Woodside or those who may 
feel vulnerable being approached directly. "Talk to Jay." It also 
ensures that our congregation response is appropriate, consistent 
with our core mission, and coordinated rather than scattershot. 

So, we want to remind you all: if someone approaches you on a 
Sunday morning (or anytime really), feel free to offer them coffee 
or refreshments, and direct them to Jay for any other needs or 
requests. If Jay isn't around, please direct them to Pr Deb. 

And because Jay can't always be everywhere, we are forming a 
Community Response Team, which will revisit our protocols and 
be prepared to respond to emergent needs though the Minister's 
Discretionary Fund. If you think this may be your spiritual gift, 
please "talk to Jay." 

Community News
North End Soup Kitchen. Laura Eufinger writes: Many thanks 
to all the Woodsiders who bought gifts for the children at the 
North End Soup Kitchen and contributed to the family gift cards. 
Christmas is brighter for many families because of you.

In Our Congregation 
Funeral Arrangements for Kat Morgan have been announced. 
Visitation is noon to 8 pm Fri.. The service is 11 am Sat Moon 
Funeral Home, 906 W Flint Park Blvd. A meal will follow at Family 
Worship Center, 3280 Linden Road. You are invited. 

Adult Forum meets each Sunday morning at 9:30. Currently, 
they're working through Robin Diangelo's book "White Fragility: 
Why It's So Hard For White People To Talk About Racism." A vital, 
uncomfortable topic.

Congregation News: Need something in Woodside World? Send 
it via email by each Tuesday, subject line "woodside world." Just 
jot the basics, and we'll take it from there. 

Holiday notes: Woodside World will be on break until Jan 8. 
The Church office will be closed Dec 21—Jan 2. Happy New Year!   

 'Tis the Season
Worship at 503 Garland. Worship continues for Advent and 
Christmas in our new space. Please join us for worship at 11, and 
for these special events: 

Dec 21:  6 pm "Longest Night" prayer service, because  
  sometimes hope and joy are elusive 
Dec 23:  11 am Sunday worship and time to decorate 
Dec 24:  11 pm Christmas Eve Candlelight worship
Dec 30:  11 am Sunday worship, with a minor pageant
Jan 6:  11 am Lessons & Carols of Epiphany

decorating our space. Having hung the greens, this Sunday, 
we'll add the lights and colors: salt dough ornaments we painted 
the week before, and any special ornament you bring from home. 
We'll also have ornaments on which you can write the name 
of someone you'd like to remember. Plan to stay and enjoy the 
fellowship of decorating. 

About that "minor Pageant." Can you fill a non-speaking role? 
Cow? Star? Shepherd? Drummer Boy? Dinosaur? Talk to Tom! 
(Actually, drummer boy or dinosaur may not be accurate.) 

Home Communion. Pastor Deb will share Christmas communion 
with some of our homebound members this Sunday afternoon. 
Please join us, if you'd like. 

Speaking of Shut-ins. We're send postcards to incarcerated 
Woodsiders. Take a moment Sunday and jot a note. We have the 
postcards and stamps; all we need are your well-wishes!  


