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Woodside Church is a progressive Christian community 
committed to nurturing freedom, honesty and diversity,

where members and friends live Jesus’ way of social justice. 
  

a Congregation of the United Church of Christ and the American Baptist Churches 

from the pastor... 
Did you know Woodside has a new "Creation Justice" team? 

This week, several Woodsiders met to begin a conversation about how 
Woodside can participate in this important biological and theological 
converation. 

You may remember that I announced an Environmental Justice Team 
inaugural meeting. Well, life happened, and I couldn't be at the meeting. 
So, the first thing the group did was change the name. I had been thinking 
"earth justice," but our new team chose the name Creation Justice, which is 
way better, because it reminds us that creation is more than just the earth 
-- although that is a pretty big component. 

Ever since the mythical and metaphorical garden of Eden, humans found 
ways to muck up whatever we waded into. We probably justice notice it 
more in recent decades because there are so many more of us doing the 
mucking. We've found ways to hurt the skies, seas and lands, plus each 
other; plus we reassign lands for the good benefit of a few to the detriment 
of so many more. 

Here's how we do justice here: Woodside's take on "justice" generally is 
a three-pronged approach: we try to learn some things about an issue; we 
become advocates for new ways of thinking and of doing less harm; and we 
look at our own behaviors (individually and as a congregation) -- what we're 
already doing well; what we need to do better; what opportunities are right 
in front of us. Our group embraced this. (I wasn't there, so I appreciate the 
input of Jamie and Leslie for this report.)

They discussed what the our denominations are doing, and the need to 
understand more about that. They talked about what we may already be 
doing in our families, and will gather more about that. And they discussed 
how to make this educational -- what our team can do to prepare the 
church to be fully, functionally environmentally friendly. 

This is more than giving up styrofoam or recycling a little bit more. It is more 
than changing lightbulbs or driving less -- although those matter, too. It is a 
wholesale examination of what a responsible life on the planet would look 
like, and an awareness that our First World approach is killing the planet. 
Sure, we may be the last to feel it; such is the nature of privilege. Knowing 
how our behaviors affect the lives of folks of the other side of the world is a 
very faithful thing to do. They too are our beloved community. 

Tim Moore is the writer-in-residence and former pastor of Sardis Baptist 
Church in Charlotte, N.C. He also is a current member of the Alliance of 
Baptists’ Board of Directors. After the gathering in Dayton last month of 
the Alliance of Baptists, with the theme "Earth: Beloved Community," this 
essay was posted in the Alliance weekly news. We asked to reprint this 
(in excerpts) because Tim has given a pretty good scope of the work of 
creation justice. 

One reaction to information overload is paralysis. Since environmental 
problems, including climate change, are so enormous, we can feel 
powerless to make a difference, so we do nothing. But the gathering kept 
bringing before us ways in which we can participate in the care of God’s 
creation. Often times it’s about changing a few behaviors. In other ways it’s 
about speaking out and demanding change against the systemic forces that 

damage the environment to profit a few and harm many.

When it comes to how churches handle their money and manage their 
properties we are more often codependent with the principalities and 
powers of this world than we follow the teachings of Jesus.

Rather than support the multi-national banking corporations that exacerbate 
the inequalities between rich and poor, what if our churches invested their 
reserve resources in local banks or credit unions? As congregations we 
should be asking more questions than “What’s the highest interest rate you 
will pay us?”

In most cases when making decisions about church resources, "local" is the 
optimum word. When we invest church funds in a financial institution are 
we funding local banks tied to the community? When we purchase food 
for church suppers are we supporting local farmers or fair trade certified 
goods?

Does the church have accounts with local merchants, or does Wal-Mart or 
Amazon remove our money from the community?

Church buildings can often be a utility resource. With large-roof square 
footage and often with flatroof structures, church buildings usually can 
house numerous solar panels. The time a church’s trustees check with local 
utilities or for grant money or to learn about state law could mean significant 
longterm savings, as well as cleaner energy use. Where local utilities are 
resistant to congregations seeking more options for solar energy, speak out. 
Eco-justice is biblical justice.

Church properties are natural green spaces. Ask a local botanist to talk 
with your grounds committee or trustees about plants indigenous to your 
geography. By planting flowers, shrubs and trees native to the area, churches 
can support insect life, which supports the bird population and the natural 
pollination of local plant life. Unfortunately, national hardware store chains 
typically carry plants that will grow inbroad sections of the country, but are 
not necessarily native to areas where they are sold. Purchasing from local 
nurseries after consulting with a botanist is the best way to strengthen life 
as it evolved in your area.

You've heard me riff often on the Hebrew words "tikkun olam," which mean 
"world repair." It's a very biblical thing, core to a life of biblical faith. And 
the more we learn, the more we realize that creation justice, racial justice, 
economic justice, criminal justice, immigration justice, political justice and 
all the rest are really related, rooted in the call to a mended world. (You'll 
notice that Tim didn't discuss the vegan life, the single most effectual thing 
we can do. Perhaps our new Creation Justice Team will be talking about 
that. And your pastor probably will.) It's a kaleidoscope; just one shift in 
perspective can cause the whole picture to change. 

Woodside has always been a justice place. I'm excited to see where this 
next conversation leads us. 

The team meets again 6 pm, Thursday, May 24. What are your ideas? How 
can you imagine being part of a movement to heal the world? The team 
has a seat for you. 

With you on a sometimes complicated journey, 

-- pastor deb
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In Our Congregation 
Adult Forum (code for "bunch of rabblerousers") is reading 
How to Preach a Dangerous Sermon,  by Frank Thomas. Books 
are available in the kitchen. Please read chapter 3 by Sunday 
morning, and put on your resistance boots. or just dress 
regular.  And if you haven't read, you'll still be moved by the 
conversation. 

We Are Informed: A memorial for Woodsider Jeff Springgay is 
planned for this Sunday, May 20, 2 pm, at Clio Cast and Crew, 
2220 W. Vienna Rd, Clio. Jeff died March 26.  

Intern Season: This is the time of year that Pr Deb works 
heavily with our partners in the Disciples of Christ in a summer 
intern program. She'll be away May 27-June 2, whilst she trains 
them for their summer placements. Please pray for her. 

Camp Talahi! If you are interested in a camp week or weekend, 
now is the time to let us know. You can sign up Sunday morning 
(or call the office) by June 3. Go to camptalahi.org for a list of 
programs and dates.

Art Installation: Woodsider Desiree Duell, completing an 
MFA, has created her thesis, Homebody, "an examination of 
the feminization of poverty and its impact on the body politic 
through personal narrative." 

She writes: Homebody is an act of restorative justice for healing 
a fragmented identity despite the structural violence on the 
body. Each room of the house tells a specific story about the 
artist’s position as a woman, single-mother, activist, artist, and 
survivor.

The opening is June 8, 1:00 PM-10:00 PM, 810 S. Franklin Ave.

Micah's Table: all about justice...
Raise the Age Forum - You know Woodside is working on 
raising the age for "adults" to be in the adult criminal justice 
system. To help folks learn about the movement and share 
thoughts and concerns, there's going to be a panel discussion at 
the East Side Soup Kitchen in Saginaw (940 E Genesee, 48607) 
on Mon, Jun 4 at 6 pm. It's a bit of a drive, but it's a good cause, 
and there's good antiquing on the way. 

Keep in Touch with people in charge! Want one website that 
can connect you with all the right people? 5calls.org lets you 
type in your address and select from a list of current issues; 
it then generates a list of your relevant Members of Congress, 
their phone numbers, and even a script you to use to say what 
you want to say.

Race and Housing. The Sloan exhibit, An Equal Opportunity Lie, 
about Flint housing segregation in the 1950s & 60s, has just one 
more week. See it before it runs out May 27. 

Nestle!  Just to make our blood boil, Nestle has committed to 
water donations to Flint. That's right, the water they extracted 
from Lake Michigan and generally sell for a whole lot of money. 
The Nestle whose CEO believes water is not a human right, 
Nestle, which wants to control the water supply of the entire 
world. They're hoping a little philanthropy will make us forget 
how evil they are. Let's remember. 

Transition Notes
New Usher Teams: Karen Eaton is working with new Usher 
Captain Jim Abbott to update our teams and ensure our Sunday 
worshippers get the attention they need. If you're inclined to 
help, call! 

 Poor People’s Campaign: 
A National Call for Moral Revival 

We're challenging systemic racism, poverty, the war economy, 
ecological devastation and so much more during "40 Days of Non 
Violent Direct Action," Mondays through June 18.  

Here's what's happening in Michigan: 

The May 14th launch of the Poor People's Campaign was a huge 
success here in Michigan and nationally. Five Woodsiders went (Pr 
Deb, Jay and Leslie Cummings, Karen Eaton and Robin Evans); by 
our count there were about 500-600 people at the rally, and more 
than 60 trained and ready to risk arrest for a direct challenge to the 
powers (including Pr Deb and Jay). Let's do it again and bring a friend! 

This Monday, May 21st, we'll meet at Woodside, 10 am, to carpool. 
Home by 6, if everything goes well. 

*You'll want to bring a refillable water bottle with you. Organizers will 
have large coolers filled with ice water to refill available throughout 
the rally and action.

*We will practice the chants and songs we need to know for the day.

*There will be some food. You might want to bring snacks: fruit, 
granola bars, and easy-to-grab munchies to share if you can.  

This week's theme: Voting Rights, Immigration, Xenophobia, 
Islamophobia, and the Mistreatment of Indigenous Communities. 
Timely, as the president has called immigrants "animals," (so often 
a precursor to genocide). You're encouraged to bring attitude, and 
maybe make a sign! 

To join the campaign: www.poorpeoplescampaign.org

Next Week at Woodside  
Sun 9:30 Adult forum in the board room
 11 am Worship, then fellowship.  
Tues-Fri 10a-2p Office Open
Tues 8a-6p Wildroot Coffee
 5:30 pm Board of Directors
Thurs 10 am Care Team

Text Alerts! 
Help us help you stay informed! Woodside's text alert service is so that 
you can know about special events and urgents updates. If you sign up, 
our staff has a way easier time letting you know things you need to know. 
This isn't twitter and we don't intend to bombard you. But when you 
need to know something, you just need to know, right? 

Henceforth, urgent news will be posted on facebook, on our website, and 
through this text service. So sign up! Text "Woodside" to 31996. Or use 
the link on our website: woodsidechurch.net. 

We can't add you to the list; only you can sign you up. 


