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Woodside Church is a progressive Christian community 
committed to nurturing freedom, honesty and diversity,

where members and friends live Jesus’ way of social justice. 
  

a Congregation of the United Church of Christ and the American Baptist Churches 

from the pastor... 

This week, I’m having my own personal harmonic convergence. 

This week, 50 years ago, Robert Kennedy was killed. I thought 
of that as I was stuck in traffic for two hours on Wednesday. In 
a 7-mile stretch of cars lined up behind two semis that collided 
and caught fire, I killed time reading news articles and googling 
YouTube videos of some of the songs I loved back then. Joan 
Baez, Simon & Garfunkel, Peter, Paul & Mary, John Denver and 
Cass Elliott. I was just a kid, but I remember. One particular song, 
Abraham, Martin and John, was the subject of a New York Times 
article (in part because Dion, the artist who recorded it, is now a 
giant Trump fan). 

Anybody here seen my old friend Abraham,
Can you tell me where he's gone?
He freed a lotta people, but it seems the good they die young
I just looked around and he's gone.

Anybody here seen my old friend John…

Anybody here seen my old friend Martin…

Didn't you love the things that they stood for?
Didn't they try to find some good for you and me?
And we'll be free, 
Someday soon it's gonna be. One day.

Anybody here seen my old friend Bobby,
Can you tell me where he's gone?
I thought I saw him walkin' up over the hill
With Abraham, Martin and John.

So, there was that. Then, two birthdays. My brother David, born 
this week in 1968, his birth the day before Bobby was shot, that 
birth and that death closely linked for me, not ideologically, but 
somehow cosmically. I rarely think of one without thinking of the 
other. 

The other birthday was Ben, the husband I’ve never met of my 
friend Mary, with whom I went to church camp in 1971, when 
we were 11. 

Mary lives in California and we haven’t seen each other 
since middle school. But I remembered that week at camp, 
the counselors who played guitars and sang for our evening 
devotions. One night one of the songs was “Abraham, Martin and 
John,” recorded by Dion, written the day that Robert Kennedy 
was shot.  

I remembered our college-aged counselor, Janet, listening to the 
song and crying. 

On a whim, I called Mary this week, because of her husband’s 
birthday and camp memories, and because this song was on my 
mind. But before I could share my memory of camp, she said her 
one clear memory of that week was that song, during vespers 
by the lake, and how our counselor cried and told us what good 
men Martin, Bobby and John were, and the important things they 
worked for. 

That camp experience, it turns out, was important for us both. 
And that song was a key, in ways neither of us can completely 
understand. Except that someone showed us her heart and told 
us what is possible when good people act. 

This spring, we’ve been observing the 50th anniversary of 
the death of Dr. King. And these past few weeks, we’ve been 
participating in a re-ignition of the Poor People’s Campaign, his 
movement to end poverty and become a better country. 

So I’ve been pondering what shapes a conscience, what shapes 
a consciousness. 

Last week, as I was training interns, one of them asked me how I 
came to care about social justice, about an end to poverty. 

I didn't have a really good short answer. And the reality is that my 
childhood was probably less "socially astute" and more "there's 
something happening here; what it is ain't exactly clear." 

But any long answer, a complete answer, surely would include 
reflection on 1968, the year of two assassinations, a never-ending 
war in Southeast Asia, plus Rowan & Martin’s oh-so-political 
Laugh-In, and an 8-year-old church kid with a budding awareness 
that she was called to ministry. 

And it would include that moment at camp in 1971, Janet’s tears 
and counselors’ guitars. Anybody here seen my old friend Bobby?

These past couple of weeks, we’ve been inviting families and kids 
of Woodside to consider a week at camp. I hope they will. You 
never know what moments may last forever. 

With you on a complicated journey, 

-- pastor deb
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In Our Congregation 
Adult Forum is beginning another new book, "Just Mercy: 
a story of justice and redemption" by Bryan Stephenson, 
executive director of the Equal Justice Initiative in 
Montgomery, Alabama, and professor of law at NYU 
Law School. He has won relief for dozens of condemned 
prisoners, and is known for his work challenging bias 
against the poor and people of color. 

The class is also planning a trip to Montgomery in 
September, to visit the National Lynching Museum and 
perhaps other civil rights landmarks. 

To order a copy of the book, tell Jay. To join the class, 
just show up! They meet in the downstairs Board Room 
Sundays at 9:30.  

Camp Talahi! Really! If you are interested in a camp 
week or weekend, now is the time to let us know. You can 
sign up Sunday morning (or call the office) by June 12. Go 
to camptalahi.org for a list of programs and dates.

Art Installation: Woodsider Desiree Duell, completing 
an MFA, has created her thesis, Homebody, "an 
examination of the feminization of poverty and its impact 
on the body politic through personal narrative." 

See it during Art Walk tomorrow, June 8, 1-10 pm, 810 S. 
Franklin Ave.

Returning Citizens: You know Woodside cares about 
incarceration reform, about rebuilding the lives of people 
caught in America's economic dragnet. 

Our community partner, the MADE Institute, is thrilled 
to announce its first class of graduates, returned to their 
communities after incarceration and now trained for 
employment. 

We want to help them celebrate! MADE would like 
to present a gift package to each graduate, swag that 
includes steel-toed boots, a tool belt and various hygiene 
products. Anticipated cost is $1500. 

If you'd like to contribute to this celebration of 
resurrection, please place your gift in the offering plate, 
payable to Woodside and marked "returning citizens." 
Thank you! Graduation is June 15, so time matters. (Gifts 
beyond this immediate need will be put in the Minister's 
Discretionary Fund, for ongoing community needs.)

 Poor People’s Campaign: 
A National Call for Moral Revival 

"40 Days of Non Violent Direct Action" continue Monday, June 11. 

We gather again in Lansing, with this week's theme: Everybody’s 
Got the Right To Live: Education, Living Wages, Jobs, Inc. You're 
encouraged to bring attitude, and maybe make a sign! 

You'll want to bring a refillable water bottle with you, and perhaps 
snacks. We will practice the chants and songs we need to know for 
the day.

To join the campaign: www.poorpeoplescampaign.org

Next Week at Woodside  
Sun 9:30 Adult forum in the board room
 11 am Worship, then fellowship.  
Tues-Fri 10a-2p Office Open
Tues 8a-6p Wildroot Coffee

Thanks to our New Officers
We appreciate the willingness of folks nominated to serve this 
coming year. The Officers and Directors for 2018-19 are: 

Linda Angus, Moderator
Linda Rose Lee, Vice Moderator
Joe Eufinger, Treasurer
Patti Pagels, Clerk
Clif Turner, Community Life and Social Justice
Robin Evans, Public Identity and Community Awareness
Karen Eaton, Christian Life and Spiritual Growth
Don Harbin, Building and Grounds
Jay Cummings, Congregational Life

Micah's Table: all about justice...

Power to the Polls. Join the effort to register thousands of voters 
this summer. Organizers meet 6 pm Thursdays at Prince of Peace 
Missionary Baptist Church (1417 Stevenson). 

Voters Not Politicians hosts a Redistricting Reform Town Hall 
about gerrymandering, June 13, 5:30 pm at Tenacity Brewing. Meet 
current volunteers and learn how you can get involved. Seating is 
limited. RSVP here. 

Michigan Progressive Summit. This year's theme is "The 
Persistence of the Resistance: Voices, Values & Votes." Join 
community leaders from across Michigan to learn and strategize. 
Sat, Jun 16 at UM-Flint Riverfront Banquet Center. Register at 
themichigansummit.org.

What's that statue on the Table each Sunday? It's an 
unconventional symbol of faith. In the 18th century, Maroons, 
("marrons") were runaway slaves, among the most powerful figures 
of the Haitian revolution — a spiritual and military struggle against 
the slave trade in Haiti and the Americas, not unlike the zealots of 
Jesus' time, the early persecuted Christians hiding in catacombs, or 
the uprisings and resistance of American enslaved people. 

In one hand the conch shell, like the ram's horn, was used by the 
marron to call the assembly together and to signal approaching 
danger.  In the other hand, the sword, like the word of God, was used 
to proclaim the righteousness of our struggle on which all our hope 
lies. Check out Joel 2, Isaiah 61 and Luke 4, for biblical connections.
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