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Woodside World
NEWS of  CONGREGATION and COMMUNITY

Woodside Church is a progressive Christian community 
committed to nurturing freedom, honesty and diversity,

where members and friends live Jesus’ way of social justice. 
  

a Congregation of the United Church of Christ, the Alliance of Baptists, and the American Baptist Churches 

Rev. Justo Gonzales II brings varied gifts to any event. He 
holds advanced degrees in theology, divinity, journalism, and 
counseling, including a Master of Divinity from Iliff School of 
Theology in Denver, and has additional specialized study in 
leadership coaching and ... comedy improv. 

Currently serving the Michigan Conference UCC as Southeast 
Conference Minister and Latinx Ministry Coordinator, 
and with a 25 years of multilingual ministry, Rev. Justo is 
particularly drawn to helping ministries embrace multicultural 

communities through innovation 
and creativity. He is regularly seen 
at public protests and forums 
on the left-of-center side of 
important social issues, notably 
immigration and LGBTQ rights. 

Former chaplain at Johns Hopkins 
and Tyson Foods, and  having 
previously served the Dioceses 

of Orlando, FL, and Jefferson City, MO, Rev. Justo was also 
Senior Pastor/Chief Visionary at Pilgrim-St. Luke's UCC, New 
York (where a library has just been named after his father. 
Cool). He leads Rios de Agua Viva/Joy Like a River, a new 
congregation of the UCC — "an Immigrant Welcoming, Open 
& Affirming, Sanctuary Church."  

He cares deeply about finding any way possible to reach 
those disillusioned with church. To them, he says: "Never 
forget that your life is connected to the Holy whether or not 

you participate in a congregation. Yet, I ask 
please don’t deny us the beauty, love and light 
within you."  

Rev. Justo currently lives with his husband, 
Jim, in Grand Rapids. 

Rev. Justo will preach at Woodside August 5. 

In 2017, Woodside Board of Directors approved a new speaker series, Let Those With Ears, featuring preachers of color, in awareness 
that we need always to be listening to voices other than our own. America is at a boiling point, when white people are starting to 
understand in a new way that we are the problem. Through this series, we hope to give space for the wisdom, fury, compassion, 
hope and resistance that are all around us in the lives of our brothers and sisters who are not white. Let those with ears... 

Rev Mariama White-Hammond is a native of Boston, MA 
and an activist since forever.

Rev. Mariama has been 
involved in a range of issues 
of human rights: juvenile and 
mass incarceration, street 
violence, climate change, 
AIDS, food security, public 
transportation, immigration 
policy and fair wages. She is 
former Executive Director of Project HIP-HOP (Highways Into 
the Past – History, Organizing and Power), where she taught 
young people to draw on the history of their ancestors and to 
use the arts as a tool to raise awareness about social issues. 

Rev. Mariama is a graduate of Stanford, and holds a Master of 
Divinity from Boston University; she is ordained in the AME 
tradition, and has been the recipient of numerous accolades, 
including the Boston NAACP Image award.  

She has a special place in her heart for environmental justice, 
and is the former Minister for Ecological Justice at Bethel 
AME Church in Boston. 

"I believe that the world is at a watershed moment in which 
we are all called to embody a more sustainable way of living 
and being with each other and the planet." 

Rev. Mariama is a fellow with the Green Justice Coalition, a 
collaborative of people-of-color-led environmental groups 
working for intersectional climate justice.

She continues to live in Boston, (but with 
family in Detroit!) and has been appointed to 
pastor a new church reaching folks alienated by 
traditional church. 

Rev. Mariama will preach at Woodside July 29.
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In Our Congregation 
Adult Forum continues reading "Just Mercy: a story of justice 
and redemption" by Bryan Stevenson, and is firming plans for 
a trip to Alabama in October, to visit the National Lynching 
Museum, developed by Stevenson and others. 

Baby Shower! Marissa and Wes Lawton are expecting their 
first, and we want to help welcome a little Lawton. So, we're 
throwing a shower, Sunday, August 19, right after worship. 
Karen Eaton knows more (as is so often the case), so you can 
talk to her about how to help. 

Pastor Deb goes Baptist, sort of ... Deb is credentialed for 
ministry by the United Church of Christ, but Woodside is also 
a part of three Baptist organizations, most historically the 
American Baptist Churches. So, Deb is working on ordination 
standing in that denomination. 

At the moment, she's reading and writing, but soon, perhaps 
September, she'll be appearing before a council in Chicago. If 
you'd like to join the fun, pre-read her papers or sit in on the 
council, you're welcome. 

Or we could debate theology over beverages at the Cork some 
evening. 

Otherwise, just your moral support would be excellent. 

Pastor Deb goes on Vacation. She'll be away August 9-20. If 
you need anything, call the church office. 

Woodside World Takes a Break. This is the last edition of 
this newsletter until Sept 6. Which means you'll want to be in 
worship to get all the late-breaking whatever. Meanwhile, note 
these upcoming events: 

July 28-29: Welcome guest Rev. Mariama White-Hammond. 
Join her in these events: 

Sat 6:30 pm: dinner at The Cork
Sun 9:30 am: adult forum
Sun 11 am: worship — sermon "Plenty Good Room" 

Aug 5: Welcome guest Rev. Justo Gonzales. 
(Same events, we hope.)

Aug 7: Primary Election. VOTE like your life depends on it. 
Aug: 8: Creation Justice Team, 6 pm
Aug 21: Board of Directors, 5:30 pm

Sept 6: Care Team, 10 am
Plus, Wildroot any given Tuesday, and the office is open 
throughout the week. 

Transition Report
There is a tremendous amount of not-glamorous behind-the-
scenes stuff that comes with any real estate deal. That's the 
stuff we're doing now. When we have news, we'll certainly 
announce it. (Probably in worship.) 

Text Alerts! 
Text "Woodside" to 31996 for timely reminders.

Or use the link on our website: woodsidechurch.net. 
We can't add you to the list; only you can sign you up. 

Micah's Table: all about justice...

About That Alabama Trip: The Montgomery center is formally the 
National Memorial for Peace and Justice, but informally known as 
the National Lynching Memorial.  

This memorial offers a different and painful encounter. “Most 
museums are somewhat objective and benign. This one is not. This 
is aggressive and political." It is "in your face" with an important 
story that has been under-told in American conversation.  

If you want to come along, mark October 20-22 and let Jay or Karen 
know. Logistics will be forthcoming. Don't let cost keep you from 
joining in. We'll budget carefully, and make sure everyone is covered. 

Power to the Polls. Join the effort to register thousands of voters 
this summer. Organizers meet 6 pm Thursdays at Prince of Peace 
Missionary Baptist Church (1417 Stevenson). 

Tendaji Talks, a speaker series about issues of racism and the mid-
term elections, continues in preparation for the mid-terms. (If the 
mid-terms aren't already on your calendar, mark Nov 6 now!) Two 
Tuesdays, 6 pm, discussion is about racism and disenfranchisement  
-- all the ways folks in charge are working to suppress the rights of 
minorities to vote. 

Aug 14 at Flint Public Library
Aug 21 at the New McCree Theatre

Don't forget to VOTE! The primary election is August 7, and it 
matters. don't know who or what is on the ballot? Click here, then 
type in your address, and you'll get a sample just for you. 

Plastic-Free July isn't over yet. What can you do in the next 5 days 
that would be good for the planet? 

Speaking of planet-friendly, thanks to those who have brought 
vegan treats for our Sunday fellowship. Vegan can be delicious! Plus, 
it's healthy! And it can save the planet! And animals love us for it! 
What could be better?  

Raise the Age: Remember all those petitions? all that effort to try 
to ensure that juveniles are kept out of adult prisons? We're making 
progress! From a press release: 
In recent weeks, two major organizations — the Michigan Committee 
on Juvenile Justice and the National Sheriffs' Association — came 
forward with resolutions endorsing RTA.  
Woodside has been agitating for raising the age of "adult" prison 
for a good while. You can read about it in past newsletters. For now, 
we'll claim a little bit of a win. There's so very much work and so 
very little sign of progress, and this administration continues to stir 
up one insult after another, it is nice to see fruits of the efforts -- 
ours and so many others.


