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NEWS of  CONGREGATION and COMMUNITY

Woodside Church is a progressive Christian community 
committed to nurturing freedom, honesty and diversity,

where members and friends live Jesus’ way of social justice. 
  

a Congregation of the United Church of Christ, the Alliance of Baptists, and the American Baptist Churches 

from the Moderator —
I grew up in the Reorganized Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day 
Saints (RLDS), now the Community of Christ (called "Mormons.")  
All leadership was lay - no professional clergy.  After marriage, I 
did not attend church, but when our son was 4 years old, I started 
looking. On the recommendation of friends, I found Woodside 40 
years ago. The experience was very different from my childhood 
religion: two denominations and two ministers! 

Over these years I have identified myself as a Woodsider and 
gained knowledge of our two denominations: the United Church 
of Christ and the American Baptist Churches. Like myself, many 
Woodsiders come from denominations other than ABC and UCC.  

Pastor Deb, ordained by the Lutherans, is a minister in the United 
Church of Christ. She came to Woodside's Board in the summer 
of 2017 seeking approval to begin the process to have standing as 
a minister in the American Baptist Churches. The Board passed a 
motion endorsing that process, and Pastor Deb has been working 
since on the process with the ABCMC (American Baptist Churches 
of Metro Chicago) and specifically with the ABCMC Ordination 
Commission. (Woodside affiliated wtih the Chicago region some 
years ago, having been voted out of the ABC Michigan region 
because of our welcome of the LGBTQ community.)

Pastor Deb was to meet with the ABCMC Ordination Commission 
on Sept 14, and I went along as the representative of Woodside 
Church.  She was allowed only one representative.Before the 
meeting, Pastor Deb had to answer, in writing, questions for 
the Commission.  It was mostly from those answers that the 
Commission took their questions.  I was sent a copy of her 
answers and read through them (about 15 pages) several times. I 
asked questions of Pastor Deb and I read on my own.  I was able 
to follow the conversation during the meeting!

The meeting was at North Shore Baptist Church in Chicago, a  
large and sprawling building in a residential area.  We found our 
way and were met by one of the co-chairs of the Commission.  
There were seven members of the Commission present for the 
meeting.  The procedure, as laid out by the Commission, was to 
meet briefly with me before they interviewed Pastor Deb. 

She was then called in and questioned about her written 
responses, and concerning her background and current beliefs. 

Pastor Deb was open and direct with her answers, as Woodsiders 
expect and know her to be. This honesty was met with acceptance 
by most, but with some apprehension by others, who felt she 
was too direct.  

Among other things, Pastor Deb was asked about her approach 
to communion and baptism. 

Communion at Woodside, she told the Commission, is open. All 
can participate whether they are members of Woodside or not. 
I have always been appreciative of this approach since I came 
from a church that had closed communion. There was really no 
reaction to our Communion practice by the Commission.  

Pastor Deb’s theology of Baptism is different from the prevailing 
ABC belief, the belief that baptism is for those who have the 
maturity to understand the profound significance, and that 
baptism is done by immersion. Pastor Deb baptizes infants as 
well as adults (by parental choice), and will continue the practice.  

Baptism at Woodside has not been by immersion (there were 
problems with the pipes in the baptistery of the church on Court Street); 
instead, Pastor Deb uses a large bowl and scoops water over the 
heads of those being baptized. Then, you'll remember, she walks 
through the congregation with a pine bough that she dips into 
the water in order to douse everyone in her path. 

There was no objection from the Commission. After about 90 
minutes of conversation, she left the room so members could 
talk together and cast their votes. Called back in, she was told 
that the Commission had decided to recognize her ordination as 
a minister in the American Baptist Churches.

So, Woodside’s Pastor now has ministerial standing with both 
of our denominations. I came away from the meeting proud of 
Woodside, proud of our Pastor and appreciative of people who 
are like-minded. I also have a better notion of what it means to 
be affiliated with the American Baptist Churches. If you have 
questions or, like me, just haven’t been involved and would like to, 
I urge you to get involved by reading or by actively participating in 
either or both of our denominations.   

Pastor Deb quoted in her paper and in her remarks Woodside’s 
mission statement: 

“Woodside is a progressive Christian community committed to 
nurturing freedom, honesty and diversity, where members and 
friends live Jesus’ way of social justice.”  

Woodside is a healthy and active congregation with hope for our 
future! 

--Linda Angus
(If you'd like to read Pr Deb's papers, she's happy to make them available. -ed.)
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In Our Congregation 
Oct 7: Blessing of the Animals. To celebrate the Feast 
of St. Francis, come bring your animal companions for 
liturgy and snacks. 3 pm, Sun, Oct 7, at our new place, 
503 Garland. Leashes or kennels, please! 

Membership? Been at Woodside a couple of weeks or a 
couple of decades at Woodside? Maybe this is for you. 
Membership sessions will be Oct Sundays, 9:30 am, in the 
board room. It's a series, so plan to attend all four. 

Joe Eufinger is famous! Watch Fox (Fox Sports?) Oct 14, 
4 pm, for a documentary about baseball great Jim Abbott, 
and perhaps see snippets of an interview with one of his 
early coaches -- Joe! 

boomwhackers. Some folks have said they'd like to 
learn to read music, and Pr Deb has been hounding Tom 
about those colorful plastic tubes stored in the nursery. 
Turns out, those are boomwhackers — pitched tubes for 
pounding out notes, chords and melodies. So, we're going 
to use the tubes to learn music! Kids, adults, everyone! 
Boomwhackers know no age bounds. Join the fun, 7 pm, 
Oct 17, in our current auditorium. 

Stewardship. The season is upon us, and your team 
is working hard on a compelling campaign of faithful 
support for the work of the church. We'd love you to start 
thinking now how you may be able to support Woodside 
in the new year — by your pledges and your participation.  

bobby joe valentine. This gifted singer/songerwriter 
will be at Woodside Oct 14 for our morning worship. We 
don't know all the details yet, but plan to be in worship 
and enjoy this little change of pace. 

The 3-minute rule. Because hospitality is one of our key 
commitments, remembering this rule is how we welcome 
our guests first — by spending the first 3 minutes after 
worship greeting people rather than tending to church 
business or old-friend-catching-up. 

Also, in a change, we're going to ignore the chair-stacking 
routine when the dismissal is said, to focus on fellowship. 

Someone you haven't seen before? Someone you've seen 
regularly, but don't know their name? This is how we'll 
spend the first three minutes! 

Wildroot. Open Tuesdays, 8a-6p. Your favorite coffee is 
still available. Drop in and have a cup on us! 

Micah's Table — the Work of Justice
Marijuana: See next week's Woodside World for info and a 
word from our Board on this important ballot initiative. 

In Transition
Living in Two Spaces. As we move slowly through the 
planning stages of renovation and redesign, we are 
planning special events at the new space, to give us 
opportunities to begin to feel at home. Watch for these 
coming events: 

• Blessing of the Animals, Sun, Oct 7, 3-4 pm
a community event for all species! 

• Festival Worship, Sun, Nov 4, 11 am
communion, baptism, new member welcome! 

• Woodside Nights, Wed, Nov 7, 6-8 pm 
sound tantalizing? More info to come!

• Longest Night, Fri, Dec 21, 7 pm
an interfaith prayer service because holiday joy 
is sometimes hard to find 

Denomination News
Michigan Conference UCC. 

The Michigan Conference will hold its annual meeting Oct 12-
13 in Charlotte MI. Among other things, we'll hear keynotes 
from Dr Alice Hunt, former president of Chicago Seminary. 
Topics are: 

“Be Not Afraid: Facing Patriarchal Masculinity,” and 
“Be Not Afraid: Out from Privilege's Delusion”

Among business items, the gathering will debate and vote on 
a resolution (co-written by Jay & Pastor Deb) on gender equity 
and safety. 

Pastor Deb, Jay and Leslie Cummings, Bill Smith & Scott Bickert, 
and Helena Singer are representing Woodside. If you'd like to 
participate, call the office asap. 

Linda (in her reflection) has invited us to think of ways to learn 
more and be involved in our regions. This could be for you! 

ABC/Metro Chicago. 

Many of you heard in worship the report from the ABC quarterly 
meeting last week, with the word that the General Secretary 
(our national leader) had admonished the region's Search 
Committee not to hire an Executive Minister who is gay and in 
relationship. The Search Committtee wrote in reply a reminder 
of the General Secretary's limited role in regional business. 

We at Woodside have been aware of this national leader's 
homophobia since last fall, and have expressed our 
consternation in various ways, written and oral. 

With this latest offense, Woodside's Board has applauded 
and affirmed the Search Committee's response to the General 
Secretary, and determined our immediate approach is to put 
that affirmation in writing to the search committee; then, we'll 
watch national behaviors and determine as we go what other 
responses and actions may be required or effective.  
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