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In Our Congregation 
Adult Forum, 9:30 am Sundays, is beginning two new books, to be 
read simultaneously. 

No Ashes In The Fire: Coming of Age Black and Free in America. 

When Darnell Moore was fourteen, three boys from his Camden, NJ, 
neighborhood tried to set him on fire. They cornered him while he was 
walking home from school, harassed him because they thought he was 
gay, and poured a jug of gasoline on him. He escaped, but just barely. It 
wasn't the last time he would face death.Now, Moore is a leading Black 
Lives Matter activist, and an advocate for justice and liberation. This is 
his memoir. 

Bible, Gender, Sexuality: Reframing the Church's Debate on Same-
Sex Relationships. 

James Brownson, professor of New Testament at conservative Western 
Theological Seminary in Holland, MI, takes a contextual look at ancient 
scripture passages. Said one reviewer: "If you need permission to love 
this will certainly do..." 

Anytime we think we've figured it all out is a pretty good time to 
assume we have more to learn. These two books together will invite 
us to consider what welcome means and how life goes for people 
at the intersections of oppression, especially of race and sexuality.  

Both books are available at church. As with everything we offer, 
there is no cost to you. If we run short of books, let Karen or Jay 
know, and we'll get more. 

Sharing News: Need something in Woodside World? Send it via 
email by each Tuesday, subject line "woodside world." You don't 
even have to write it all out. Just jot the basics, and we'll take it 
from there. 

Wildroot @ Woodside: Find Chris and great coffee back at 727 
East Street, Tuesdays, 8 am-6 pm. Have a cup on us! 

In memoriam. Jim Abbott's memorial service will be 2 pm Feb 2, 
Brown Funeral Home, Grand Blanc. If you have photos you can add 
to a picture board for that service, please bring them to the office.       

Thanks have been received... from Karen Eaton (“Thank you 
everyone for your notes in the card on Sunday and the gift. It means 
tons coming from all of you!”) and from Pastor Deb and the Staff, 
for all your kind Christmas thoughtfulness. 

Office Staffing. Due to family issues, our candidate for 
administrative assistant has declined. We are beginning a new 
search, and appreciate Karen's continued oversight of our office. 

In Transition
Construction-ready. We're waiting for word that the city has 
approved our plans, so that Phase I renovations can get going. 

The 503 Fund, by your generosity, will allow us to move forward 
with Phases II through whatever. Please consider how you may 
support this project and this congregation's ongoing prophetic 
mission and ministry. 

Weather Alert 
In case it ever becomes an issue, please know that Mott College is 
still our indicator for office closing or worship cancellation. If they 
are closed, so are we. 

Board on Retreat
Each year, our Board retreats to consider the bigger picture. Jan. 19, 
we'll spend a day in East Lansing at the Conference retreat house, to 
ponder leadership and discernment. (Good news, board members: 
no prereading! See you there for our 8 am oatmeal bar!) 

Call to Meeting
The congregation will meet after worship Feb. 10 to approve bylaw 
amendments. Those amendments will be available for pick-up in 
worship Jan 27. 

Volunteer Opportunities! 
Worship. It takes all of us to make worship a welcoming and 
meaningful time. You can help! If you'd like to be a reader, usher 
or singer, we need you. Please make a note on the attendance 
clipboard for any tasks you're willing to take on. 

office. We are so thankful for folks who staff our office. Did you 
know that Eileen copies the bulletin every week? That Jay updates 
the attendance database? That Katie, Bill and Linda W. answer the 
phones? That Leslie proofreads this newsletter? That Jamie and 
Nate always seem to be there doing all kinds of things? 

Can you help? We need someone Thursday, noon-2 pm, plus subs 
who are willing to come in as needed. Let Karen know if this sounds 
like your spiritual gift! 

Michigan Faith in Action
Michigan FIA/Flint will gather for a light meal and strategy session 
5:30-7 pm Jan. 24 at Damascus Holy Life Baptist Church, 637 Russell 
St. If you can imagine being Woodside's liaison, please talk to Pr. 
Deb or Jay.


