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Community News
A new LGBTQ Community Choir is forming, and Woodside is 
host! Starting January 30, the group will rehearse at 727 East 
St, 6:30 p.m. Wednesdays, with David Lindsay, director, and our 
own Tom Travis, accompanist. Start warming your pipes! 

At the River I Stand, a film tracing the 2 months in 1968 that 
led to the assassination of Dr. King, shows 7 pm TONIGHT (Jan 
17) at the UU Congregation, 2474 S Ballenger Hwy. Discussion 
to follow.   

In Our Congregation 
Adult Forum, 9:30 am Sundays, is begins two new books 
this Sunday, to be read simultaneously, as we delve into the 
intersection of race and sexuality. 

•	 No	Ashes	In	The	Fire:	Coming	of	Age	Black	and	Free	in	America. 
•	 Bible,	Gender,	 Sexuality:	 Reframing	 the	 Church's	Debate	 on	

Same-Sex	Relationships. 

Both books are available at church. As with everything we offer, 
there is no cost to you. If we run short of books, let Karen or Jay 
know, and we'll get more. 

Going Green: Woodside's fairly new Creation Justice Team 
meets 6:30 p.m. Jan. 23 to consider ways Woodside can be a 
better friend of the earth. Is this your passion? or are you 
concerned about survival of the planet? Join in!

We are informed... Brian Rose is in Hurley Hospital, recovering 
very slowly from brain trauma. Brief visits are welcome (and 
familiar voices may be especially comforting and helpful in 
healing). Pastor Deb is recovering from undefined upper 
respiratory malaise (thank	you	for	your	expressed	concerns), and 
will be back among us Sunday. 

Congregation News: Need something in Woodside World? 
Send it via email by each Tuesday, subject line "woodside world." 
You don't even have to write it all out. Just jot the basics, and 
we'll take it from there. 

Wildroot @ Woodside: Find Chris and great coffee at our East 
Street space, Tuesdays, 8 am-6 pm all month. Have a cup on us!

Call to Meeting
The congregation will meet after worship Feb. 10 to approve 
bylaw amendments. Those amendments (and	a	summary	of	the	
changes) will be available for pick-up in worship Jan 27.

Denominational News
The American Baptist Churches of Metro Chicago, after an 
extensive national search, announces Rev. David Gregg has been 
named as Regional Executive Minister.

David is a Michigan native, born in Detroit and raised in Ann 
Arbor; one of his several degrees is from the University of 

Michigan. He has served in ministry in 
Chicago since graduation from University 
of Chicago Divinity School. He is completing 
a doctorate in theology and spirituality of 
art, especially drama and music.

David is a fan of Woodside, and has been 
a kind and caring colleague to Pr. Deb, 
helping her navigate Baptist life and 

present for the formal recognition of her ordination last fall. 
He has served as president of the regional cabinet and as chair 
of the governing board of the Association of Welcoming and 
Affirming Baptists (the pro-LGBTQ arm of the Baptist churches). 
He was present here when Woodside celebrated our last service 
in the Court Street building, and has planned to come back and 
preach (which may be delayed by his new duties, but we'll see). 

David is the first LGBTQ person to serve as a regional executive 
minister in the American Baptist Churches. You may remember 
we were warned by the national office of the General Secretary 
not to take such a step, so we are especially proud of our regional 
leadership, and our unafraid search committee.

We also express our appreciation to Carol McVetty and Doug 
Harris, our interim co-executives, who have led the region quite 
well since the retirement of Larry Greenfield. They have also 
been a wonderful resource for Woodside and Pr. Deb (and we 
got to welcome them twice!). They now get to retire for real, and 
we wish them much peace and joy. 

The Week at Woodside  
Sat 8 am - 6 pm Board retreat in E Lansing
Sun   9:30 am Adult forum
 11 am Worship 
Mon Martin Luther King Jr Day. 
	 Do	something	for	justice.	
Tues 8 am-6 pm Wildroot
Weds 6:30 pm Creation Justice Team (@ East St)
Tue-Fri 10 am-2 pm Office open


