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Woodside Church is a progressive Christian community 
committed to nurturing freedom, honesty and diversity,

where members and friends live Jesus’ way of social justice. 
  

a Congregation of the United Church of Christ, the Alliance of Baptists, and the American Baptist Churches 

from the Pastor —
November 6, in addition to all the pivotal elections of leaders in our nation, Michiganders will see three referenda on the ballot: 18-1 legalizing 
marijuana for recreational use; 18-2: requiring that congressional districts be drawn by independent commission rather than the party in power; and 
18-3: relaxing voter registration and absentee ballot rules to make it easier for people to vote. For the next three weeks, we'll review those in this 
space, to help us think through what is at stake. You're welcome to submit your own thoughts, if you'd like. And find your ballot here.

In 1812, Gov. Elbridge Gerry of Massachusetts signed off on a bill that created a weirdly shaped congressional district, a district intended 
to change the party imbalance in his state's delegation. It worked, but he was widely ridiculed for the district's shape -- it looked like a 
salamander, said one leader. No, said another, a gerry-mander. 

Since then, the practice has grown more prevalent and more poisonous with each census, as the party in power seeks to solidify its 
hold on the US House of Representatives. (The number of House districts is always the same, 435, but divided among the states based 
on population, so it all gets reassessed after each 10-year census.) The party in power has the right to draw districts, and both parties 
have tried to do this to their own benefit, though the Republicans are more blatant and better at it. 

This has not been good for the US. With gerrymandering, plus the constitutional rule of two senators per state regardless of population, 
and then the electoral college, we have now realized a "minority majority," a Congress that does not reflect the general party alignment 
of the populace. 

In West Virginia, for example, a third of voters voted Democratic in the last election, but all the 3 Congressional seats are held by 
Republicans. In Kentucky, more than 1/3 voters are Dems, but 5 of 6 districts are GOP. North Carolina has 12 districts, only 3 of which 
are reliably Dem, and one of which looks like a river snaking through 4 other districts. Folks have said we are letting elected officials 
choose their voters, rather than have voters choose their elected officials. The result has been that the House of Representatives, 
designed to represent people more directly than the Senate, and elected anew every two years, has become entrenched, with a 
"incumbent success rate" in 2016 of 97 percent. This means a lot of people are left with no representation of their values or ideas in 
the halls of Congress, and newcomers are at a tremendous disadvantage in even gaining entry into political processes. (The math on how 
all senators or votes aren't equal is another mind-boggling reality, but we'll save that for another newsletter.) 

Maddeningly, for example, while districts in North Carolina were described recently by the Supreme Court of the US as targeting African 
Americans with "surgical precision," SCOTUS has consistently refused to make this better. So it is up to the states. Specifically, it is up 
to voters. 

This year, Michigan organizers have worked really hard to try to change this. This ballot proposal is probably not perfect, but it is really 
good. It would change the way voting districts are drawn, by taking away money and political power from the process. It would assign 
the task not to political parties, but to an independent commission, which would intentionally exclude elected officials, family members 
or lobbyists. It would comprise equal numbers of folks affiliated with the two major parties, but then more people who aren't part 

see "referendum," p 2 

Proposal 18-2: Voters Not Politicians
A proposed constitutional amendment to establish a commission of citizens with exclusive authority to adopt district boundaries for the Michigan 
Senate, Michigan House of Representatives and U.S. Congress, every 10 years.
This proposed constitutional amendment would:
Create a commission of 13 registered voters randomly selected by the Secretary of State:
4 each who self-identify as affiliated with the 2 major political parties; and
5 who self-identify as unaffiliated with major political parties.
Prohibit partisan officeholders and candidates, their employees, certain relatives, and lobbyists from serving as commissioners.
Establish new redistricting criteria including geographically compact and contiguous districts of equal population, reflecting Michigan’s diverse 
population and communities of interest.
Districts shall not provide disproportionate advantage to political parties or candidates.
Require an appropriation of funds for commission operations and commissioner compensation.

https://webapps.sos.state.mi.us/MVIC/SelectPublicBallot.aspx
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In Our Congregation 
Membership? Membership sessions continue Sunday, 9:30 
am, in the downstairs board room. Not too late to join in. If 
you can't attend, talk to Pr Deb about options. 

Adult forum is on a break for October. 

boomwhackers. See those colorful tubes that make our 
front wall look like organ ranks? (Not really so much, no.)  
We're going to make music! Prepare a Boomwhackers 
Christmas program! Join in joyful noise-making, even if you 
can't read music! 7 pm, Oct 17, in our current auditorium. 

Join in Sunday as we 
welcome to worship singer/
songwriter bobby jo 
valentine. An awardwinning 
musician from northern 
California, he will play for our 
morning worship, with pre-
gathering music beginning at 
10:30. This is going to be so 
good! 

Thanksgiving Plans Yet? Woodside has received a kind 
invitation from Adam and Jamie Schmidt, really in two 
parts. For folks who don't have family or a place to be, you 
are invited to spend Thanksgiving at their home. Or, if you 
would like a Thanksgiving meal, but can't really leave your 
home, they'll bring it to you! Either of these sound like you? 
Call the church office and we'll let Schmidts know to count 
on you. Help them plan by RSVP-ing quickly! 

Wildroot. Open Tuesdays, 8a-6p. Your favorite coffee is 
still available. Drop in and have a cup on us! 

The 3-minute rule. Because hospitality is one of our key 
commitments, remembering this rule is how we welcome 
our guests first — by spending the first 3 minutes after 
worship greeting people rather than tending to church 
business or old-friend-catching-up.

"Woodside's Worth It." 
Stewardship season continues Sunday as we build toward 
a festival worship and congregational dinner Nov 4. This 
week, Wes Lawton will share why Woodside's Worth it. The 
Sunday themes are: 

Oct 14:  World in Balance
Oct 21:  Widening the Conversation
Oct 28:  What about Tomorrow?   

The campaign culminates Nov 4, (we printed the wrong date 
last week) when we gather for a special morning worship 
("Where Hearts Lie") in our new space, 503 Garland.  We'll 
welcome new members and share a potluck dinner and 
celebration. Be in worship, and watch for more info. 

Micah's Table — the Work of Justice
Tendaji Talks: This community speaker series on Racism and 
the Midterm Elections finishes at 6 pm Tuesday, Oct 16, as the 
League of Women Voters walks us through the issues on the 
November ballot.  Oct 16: Flint Public Library 

Conscious Elders Network. Ever noticed how Woodside has 
a high percentage of older people involved in social justice and 
social action? Maybe it's about discretionary time, or maybe 
the wisdom, perspective and anger that come with years. 

If you're in this demographic and wonder how we can do 
more, here's something: The Conscious Elders Network shares 
info, plans events, studies by videochat, and generally tries to 
make the world better through social and economic justice, 
environmental stewardship, and sound governance. All the 
things we care about. There are currently 3 action groups: 
Elders Climate Action, Elders Activists for Social Justice, and 
Regenerative and Sustainable Living. 

If you'd like to check this out, to see if there's a way for 
Woodside to connect, or simply to log yourself onto some 
training or discussion, find more online at consciouselders.org. 

truth, racial healing and transformation. This is a 
"community visioning session" sponsored by the Flint Islamic 
Center, the Community Foundation of Flint, and the Flint Public 
Library, where you can share your vision of the problems, 
progress, insights and perceptions as we help our community 
move forward. Ages 16+ are invited. Contact the Flint Public 
Library to register, 810.249-2569.

In Transition
Boring details. We got the fire extinguishers recharged for a 
new year. Bought some tables. Figured out the outdoor lights. 
Stocked the toilet paper. The big stuff is being drawn as we 
speak, and we hope to share plans at dinner on Nov 4! (So you 
should plan to be there.)

of either party. And it would be randomly selected, so, if 
you're registered to vote, you could be chosen! 

Getting it on the ballot wasn't easy. It took 400,000 signatures 
(Leslie collected about half of those, we think. -ed.), and then a 
lawsuit, backed principally by the Michigan Chamber of 
Commerce, that went all the way to the Michigan Supreme 
Court. The Court decision wasn't unanimous, which means 
even the progress we make is fragile. And that the Chamber 
of Commerce is against it reminds us how much the 
moneyed people want to control the way we vote -- not by 
persuading us but by manipulating us. But we can't change 
any of the rest unless we can freely choose who represents 
us. 

I recommend we vote yes, and let's find our voices again. 

With you on the way,    -- pastor deb

referendum, cont'd from p 1
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