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Woodside Church is a progressive Christian community 
committed to nurturing freedom, honesty and diversity,

where members and friends live Jesus’ way of social justice. 
  

a Congregation of the United Church of Christ, the Alliance of Baptists, and the American Baptist Churches 

from the Pastor —
November 6, in addition to all the pivotal elections of leaders in our nation, Michiganders will see three referenda on the ballot: 18-1 
legalizing marijuana for recreational use; 18-2: requiring that congressional districts be drawn by independent commission rather than the 
party in power; and 18-3: relaxing voter registration and absentee ballot rules to make it easier for people to vote. This is third in the series, 
as we review those in this space, to help us think through what is at stake. You're welcome to submit your own thoughts, if you'd like. And 
find your ballot here.

Last week, I reviewed proposal 18-2, about gerrymandering, the way that elected officials rig the system to design districts in which they are 
assured reelection. It's pretty awful, and you can read that essay here. But gerrymandering isn't the only tool in the election-rigging toolbox. 

Georgia, for example, is a mess. We've been reading about how the Secretary of State there has been disqualifying registered voters, putting 
their registrations "on hold," or cancelling existing registrations due to inactivity. No surprise that this is mostly affecting people of color. 

Secretaries of State are elected officials, members of one or the other of our political parties. It is in their job description to oversee elections, 
but in worst cases, officials are using their office to keep away from the polls people who may vote against their party. This is mostly a war 
fought against black and other minority voters, as in Georgia this week. The Secretary of State there is also a candidate for Governor, and he 
is working mightily to disenfranchise folks not inclined to vote for him. (His opponent, who would be the first black female governor of Georgia, 
has been a community organizer for a while, and she has spent the past five years registering people to vote.) The Sec of State has frozen tens of 
thousands of voter registrations for reasons that mostly seem bogus or designed to intimidate, including a rule he made called "exact match." 
If your state i.d. isn't exactly the same as your voter registration — including spelling, typos and placement of hyphens -- you are considered 
to be voting fraudulently and can be turned away. 

Several years ago, I changed my middle name. You can do that for about $8 and a trip to the courthouse. Afterward, I changed all the right legal 
documents — social security card, passport, driver's license, living will. All that. And my voter registration. But for years afterward, really, years, my old 
name appeared on the docket when i went to the polls. If the Georgia Sec of State had been in charge, I would have been turned away. 

This Sec of State has been making voting rules stricter since he was first elected in 2010; he says he is trying to prevent fraud. This year he 
also tried closing multiple pollling places, mostly in poor black precincts (ostensibly to save money or because he said the toilets weren't 
wheelchair accessible). And yesterday, the first day of early voting, government officials ordered Black senior citizens off a bus that was taking 
them from a county Senior Center to a voting location, calling the shuttle "political activity" not allowed on county property. The intention is 
clear — keep away anyone who would vote for the other person. 

The record of the Right, overall, is one of trying to keep people away, enabled powerfully by the US Supreme Court, which decided in 2013 to 
gut the Voting Rights Act, the 1965 legislation that had kept badly-behaving racist states in check for decades. We don't need it anymore, said 
Chief Justice Roberts; and, before the ink was dry, the GOP-controlled states began living large. 

Georgia isn't the only one. In North Dakota, the state passed a law to require home addresses on state IDs; but Native American culture doesn't 
support street addresses; plus, we know that a lot of people simply don't have homes. Nevertheless, a federal court upheld the requirement. 
Kansas, led by Sec of State Kris Kobach (now also candidate for governor), made a rule requiring proof of citizenship beyond a state ID, which 
most folks don't have. Before the law was struck down, 31,000 potential voters had been turned away from registering. 

see "referendum," p 2 

Proposal 18-3: Promote The Vote
Official ballot language:
A proposal to authorize automatic and Election Day voter registration, no-reason absentee voting, and straight ticket voting; and add current legal 
requirements for military and overseas voting and postelection audits to the Michigan Constitution.
This proposed constitutional amendment would allow a United States citizen who is qualified to vote in Michigan to:
•	 Become automatically registered to vote when applying for, updating or renewing a driver’s license or state-issued personal identification card, 

unless the person declines.
•	 Simultaneously register to vote with proof of residency and obtain a ballot during the 2-week period prior to an election, up to and including 

Election Day.
•	 Obtain an absent voter ballot without providing a reason.
•	 Cast a straight-ticket vote for all candidates of a particular political party when voting in a partisan general election.

https://webapps.sos.state.mi.us/MVIC/SelectPublicBallot.aspx
http://www.woodsidechurch.net/woodside-world-editorials/2018/10/11/11-oct-2018-about-the-gerrymandering-referendum
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In Our Congregation 
Pilgrimage Prayers. About 20 Woodsiders are away this 
weekend, traveling to Montgomery, Alabama, to visit the 
National Memorial for Peace and Justice, also known as 
the National Lynching Museum. We send them with our 
prayers, and ask that they bring stories and lessons to us. 

Adult forum is on a break for October. 

Thanksgiving Plans Yet? Woodside has received a kind 
invitation from Adam and Jamie Schmidt, really in two 
parts. For folks who don't have family or a place to be, you 
are invited to spend Thanksgiving at their home. Or, if you 
would like a Thanksgiving meal, but can't really leave your 
home, they'll bring it to you! Either of these sound like you? 
Call the church office and we'll let Schmidts know to count 
on you. RSVP soon! Thanksgiving is Nov 22.  

Woodside's Hiring. Our Personnel Committee has devised   
and posted the position of Administrative Assistant; it is on 
our website. While we do not hire Woodsiders, or close 
friends or family, we would ask your help in spreading this 
around. We hope to fill this position before Christmas, as 
Karen is ready to do something else! 

We are informed... Dot Sample, is recovering from knee 
replacement. 

"Woodside's Worth It." 
Stewardship season continues Sunday as we build toward 
a festival worship and congregational dinner Nov 4. This 
week, Helena Singer will share why Woodside's Worth it. 
The Sunday themes are: 

Oct 21:  Widening the Conversation
Oct 28:  What about Tomorrow?   

Nov 4, we will gather for a special morning worship ("Where 
Hearts Lie") in our new space, 503 Garland.  We'll welcome 
new members and share a potluck dinner and celebration. 
That's the day you'll receive a pledge card, a request that 
you indicate your support for Woodside in 2019. (We'll 
receive completed pledge cards in worship Nov 18.) 

Bill Smith has agreed to coordinate the potluck, so watch 
for some kind of sign up sheet or invitation to contribute.  

In Transition
Drawings underway! Our architect, Chris Nedonis, expects 
to have drawings to share with the congregation at our 
stewardship dinnner, Nov 4. Come and see! 

Denomination News
Woodside Speaks Up at “Be Not Afraid” Conference!
Last weekend, Michigan Conference UCC gathered for its annual 
meeting under the theme “Be Not Afraid.”  These are notes from Jay 
Cummings: 

Woodside Church spoke bravely, represented by Leslie and Jay 
Cummings, Helena Singer, Bill Smith and Scott Bickert, and Pr Deb!  

Pastor Deb presented Woodside’s resolution, “A Commitment to 
Gender Safety & Equity,” to which Woodside delegate Scott Bickert 
offered an amendment renouncing the seating of Supreme Court 
Associate Justice Brett Kavanaugh. The amendment failed, but the 
resolution passed. This is one of two Woodside resolutions that have 
passed the Conference level and will be considered at the 2019 UCC 
General Synod (the national gathering) in Milwaukee. The other is a 
resolution to reject anti-LGBTQ groups from lobbying in UCC spaces. 

Helena Singer was elected as Youth Delegate to the national General 
Synod in 2021.  

We joined the rally and bus tour to protest the Trump administration’s 
action to end TPS (Temporary Protective Status) for 300,000 
immigrants from six countries.

At a banquet honoring particularly inspiring UCC-ers, among other 
awards given, Jay Cummings presented conference grant awards for 
congregations doing prophetic work. 

Leslie Cummings offered bountiful veggies from her garden!

Plus, there was apparently some after-hours karaoke. But no one is 
really talking. 

They say they are trying to reduce fraud. But we do not have a 
voter fraud problem in the U.S. According to my math, based 
on a variety of reports, about 1 ballot in every 30 million may 
be fraudulent. That is actually a remarkable show of integrity 
and trustworthiness. However, voter fraud and election fraud 
are not the same thing, and there is a great deal of evidence 
that the people who run the elections are working hard to sway 
those elections by voter suppression and intimidation.  

Only people afraid of democracy or hungry for power would 
want to keep you from voting. Some say voting is our most 
sacred American right. It seems to me that anything that we 
can do to make it easier is an immunization against tyranny. 

It is open season on voting rights. So, Michigan voters are 
trying to put some things beyond the reach of power-hungry 
political parties. The measures of Prop 18-3 will change our 
state Constitution to ensure easier access to voting: easier 
registration; more accessible absentee ballots; and the ability 
to vote a straight-party ticket, which is currently banned — and 
which will shorten lines at the polls (long lines penalize people 
who cannot wait) and allow voters to make clearer choices. 
Amending the state constitution to enshrine these will ensure 
that, whoever is in the seat of power, the vote still belongs to 
the people. 

So, I recommend yes. Let's keep electoral power where it 
belongs. 

With you on the way,    -- pastor deb

referendum, cont'd from p 1

Time Change! 
Not yet, but soon. Plan to change your clocks Nov 4. 

Fall Forward.
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