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Woodside Church is a progressive Christian community 
committed to nurturing freedom, honesty and diversity,

where members and friends live Jesus’ way of social justice. 
  

a Congregation of the United Church of Christ, the Alliance of Baptists, and the American Baptist Churches 

from the Pastor —
November 6, in addition to all the pivotal elections of leaders in our nation, Michiganders will see three referenda on the ballot: 18-1 legalizing 
marijuana for recreational use; 18-2: requiring that congressional districts be drawn by independent commission rather than the party in power; and 
18-3: relaxing voter registration and absentee ballot rules to make it easier for people to vote. For the next three weeks, we'll review those in this 
space, to help us think through what is at stake. You're welcome to submit your own thoughts, if you'd like. And find your ballot here.

"The Nixon campaign in 1968, and the Nixon White House after that, had 
two enemies: the antiwar left and black people. You understand what 
I'm saying? We knew we couldn't make it illegal to be either against the 
war or black (sic), but by getting the public to associate the hippies with 
marijuana and blacks with heroin, and then criminalizing both heavily, 
we could disrupt those communities. We could arrest their leaders. raid 
their homes, break up their meetings, and vilify them night after night 
on the evening news. Did we know we were lying about the drugs? Of 
course we did."

This was the stunning revelation of John Ehrlichman, former Nixon aide, 
in an interview with Harper's Magazine and published in April, 2016.

The "war on drugs," then, has been, not the colossal failure we tend to 
say, but a monumental success. It has disrupted communities and vilified 
people, whole segments of people, and mostly, as intended, people of 
color. It is stunning, really, only in that Ehrlichman said it out loud. 

As the years passed, heroin became a white drug, marijuana crossed 
races, and crack cocaine was introduced into urban black communities, 
perhaps as the war's "next campaign" to ensure no one would get 
out alive. But the reality remains that the "war on drugs" continues 
to devastate communities, disproportionately communities of color; 
and our prisons, by some accounts once on the verge of closure due 
to lack of need, are now filled beyond capacity, and we keep building 
more. The prison industry has become a lucrative campaign issue and a 
high-profit investment opportunity, and America has become the most 
incarceration-happy nation in the world.

According to the ACLU, more than half of all drug busts are for marijuana, 
and 88 percent are for simple possession. White people and black 
people use marijuana about equally, but black people are nearly 4 times 
as likely to be arrested for it. Prison exploitation, forfeiture laws, cash 

bail, treating juveniles as adults, and other legal abuses are all related 
to the system that turns so many into criminals. For a fuller discussion, 
re-read Michelle Alexander, The New Jim Crow. 

For now, consider all the things we are not doing when we are 
prosecuting marijuana use: funding great schools, training adults for 
necessary work, maintaining infrastructure, prosecuting white collar 
crime (way more hurtful to communities, frankly), treating drug addicts, 
building affordable housing and community centers, designing adequate 
public transportation, providing healthcare and mental healthcare. Plus 
keeping lives, families and communities intact, which is not nothing. You 
could surely add your own ideas. 

If doesn't have to be this way. Legalizing marijuana, fully legalizing 
it, is, I think, a sensible thing to do. "Most of what we hate and fear 
about drugs — the violence, the overdoses, the criminality — derives 
from prohibition, not drugs," wrote Dan Baum in that Harper's Article. 
Another writer noted that if marijuana is a "gateway drug," though that 
hasn't really been established, maybe it really is more about the people 
users must associate with when they buy it illegally. If we take away the 
underground marijuana market, maybe we actually help keep people 
from the harder stuff. 

At our meeting last week, the Woodside Board of Directors affirmed 
this resolution, as a key piece of our advocacy for mass incarceration 
reform. It came to us because Jay and I had been asked to participate in a 
campaign to promote passage of the initiative. (The board approved that, 
but Jay and I eventually declined for other reasons.) 

But, while the board agreed that legalization is the desired goal, we 
also agreed that the language of the referendum isn't perfect. We were 
especially concerned that the stipulations of the legislation would still 

see "referendum," p 2 

18-1: A proposed initiated law to authorize and legalize possession, use and cultivation of marijuana products by individuals who are at least 21 years 
of age and older, and commercial sales of marijuana through state-licensed retailers
This proposal would:
•	 Allow individuals 21 and older to purchase, possess and use marijuana and marijuana-infused edibles, and grow up to 12 marijuana plants for 

personal consumption.
•	 Impose a 10-ounce limit for marijuana kept at residences and require amounts over 2.5 ounces be secured in locked containers.
•	 Create a state licensing system for marijuana businesses and allow municipalities to ban or restrict them.
•	 Permit retail sales of marijuana and edibles subject to a 10% tax, dedicated to implementation costs, clinical trials, schools, roads, and municipalities 

where marijuana businesses are located.
•	 Change several current violations from crimes to civil infractions.

https://webapps.sos.state.mi.us/MVIC/SelectPublicBallot.aspx
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In Our Congregation 
Oct 7: Blessing of the Animals. To celebrate 
the Feast of St. Francis, come bring your animal 
companions for liturgy and snacks, 3 pm, Sunday 
at our new place, 503 Garland. Leashes or 
kennels, please! If you can't be there, find us on 
facebook, where we hope to be live-streaming. 

Membership? Membership sessions begin Sunday, 9:30 am, in 
the downstairs board room. It's an month-long series, so plan 
for four meetings. If you can't, talk to Pr Deb about options. 

"Woodside Nights" is a time of fun and games for our 
community of faith. We'll have crafts (like wax paper "stained 
glass" for our new garage doors), games (like tossing quarters 
into the offering plate), and prizes (like a ticket to be a reader 
in worship! or fold bulletins on fridays!). Have ideas for games 
or crafts? See Jamie! Join the fun, Wednesday, Nov 7, 6-8 pm. 

boomwhackers. We've got them, these colorful, pitched 
tubes for pounding out notes, chords and melodies. So, we're 
going to use them! Kids, adults, everyone! Learn to read music! 
Prepare a Boomwhackers Christmas program! Join in joyful 
noise-making, 7 pm, Oct 17, in our current auditorium. 

bobby joe valentine. This gifted singer/songerwriter will be 
at Woodside Oct 14 for our morning worship. Plan to be in 
worship and enjoy this little change of pace. 

"Woodside's Worth It." 
And that's our theme as stewardship season begins Sunday. 
We'll hear each week from a member of the congregation (with 
slightly shorter sermons, as Pr Deb learns to share the time). 
The Sunday themes are: 

Oct 7:  Wilderness Road
Oct 14:  World in Balance
Oct 21:  Widening the Conversation
Oct 28:  What about Tomorrow?   

The campaign culminates Nov 3, when we gather for our  
morning worship ("Where Hearts Lie") in our new space and 
welcome new members, followed by dinner and celebration. 
Be in worship, and watch for more info. 

Micah's Table — the Work of Justice
Dangerous Work: We keep in mind and prayer the protesters 
who were mowed down by a pick-up truck this week, as they 
marched for a $15 minimum wage. Police say it was an accident, 
but we are reminded that righteous work sometimes takes us 
to dangerous circumstances. Blessings to them. 

Tendaji Talks: This community speaker series on Racism and 
the Midterm Elections continues at 6 pm Tuesdays, Oct 9 and 
16, as the League of Women Voters walks us through the issues 
on the November ballot.   

Oct 9: The New McCree Theatre
Oct 16: Flint Public Library 

Denomination News
The Michigan Conference UCC will hold its annual meeting next 
weekend, Oct 12-13, in Charlotte MI. Among other things, we'll hear 
keynotes from Dr. Alice Hunt, former president of Chicago Seminary. 
Topics are: 

“Be Not Afraid: Facing Patriarchal Masculinity,” and 
“Be Not Afraid: Out from Privilege's Delusion”

Among business items, the gathering will consider a resolution (co-
written by Jay & Pastor Deb) on gender equity and safety. 

Pastor Deb, Jay and Leslie Cummings, Bill Smith & Scott Bickert, and 
Helena Singer are representing Woodside. If you'd like to participate, 
call the office ASAP. 

Covenant Association. Within the Michigan Conference, we are part 
of Covenant Association. Our Association Fall Meeting is Nov 10, 9:30 
am to 3:30 pm at First Congregational UCC, Jackson. Lunch is provided, 
and all are welcome. 

There will be workshops on congregational transition, racism, poverty, 
the Poor People's Campaign (led by Jay), stewardship, diversity, and 
the environment. 

Also, each congregation is asked to bring a "spirit display"  illuminating 
how God's spirit is at work among us. If you have ideas for this 
and would like to put something together for Woodside, that'd be 
excellent! Please just say so!

In Transition
Outdoor Design Team. If you aren't driving by our new 
space regularly, you're missing the subtleties. Our outdoor 
design team has done us a huge favor by removing a bunch 
of beautiful-but-poisonous plants on the 2nd Street side. We 
appreciate it! So much! 

Next Week at Woodside  
Sun 9:30 am New member class, board room
 11 am Worship, then fellowship.  
 3 pm Blessing of the Animals (503 Garland)
Tue-Fri 10 a-2 p Office open 
Wed 2 pm Stewardship Team
Fri-Sat Mich Conference annual meeting, Charlotte

provide loopholes for targeting people of color. It is restrictive, far 
more than I think necessary, given what we know about the relative 
dangers of alcohol and tobacco, and I'm not convinced it wouldn't still 
become a mitigating factor in the "piling on" that prosecutors like to 
do — heaping lesser charges onto a defendent to increase penalties 
for a primary offense. The proposed law isn't perfect, but it is a start. 

Of course, you are welcome to your own thoughts. One of Woodside's 
hallmarks is that we don't always agree on everything. But we have 
been working hard to quit imprisoning so many people — especially 
black and brown people — and this could move us along that path. 

So I recommend we vote yes, and then continue the work of learning 
to see racism, advocating for better laws that benefit us all. 

With you on the way,    -- pastor deb

referendum, cont'd from p 1
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